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HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
COUNCIL YEAR 2015-16 

Chair: Jo Belsten 
Vice Chair: Terry Barker 

Parish Clerk: Stephen Williamson 
01493 789422 

MINUTES 
OF  

PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

2nd November 2015 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall 
PRESENT AT THE MEETING 

J. Belsten (Chair).  
Other Councillors: D. Belsten, L. Gibbons, M. Hodgson, N. Lawes, G. Manthorpe, A. Mayhew,  

P. West, G. Wilson. 
P. Rice (NNDC), Mr. S. Williamson (Clerk) and 11 members of the public 

 

The meeting commenced at 7.00 p.m 
 

OFFICIALS NOTICES (County/District Councillors & Police)  

Paul Rice informed that he was attending a district devolution meeting which was to consider devolving more 
powers to local Council – very early days.  He also informed that the NNDV Chief Executive was working closely 

with Great Yarmouth Borough Council. 

PUBLIC SECTION 

Confirmation to go ahead with ordering dog bin, there was further support for speed signs and confirmation that 

any progress on this depended on success of grant application and that it would come under the next Council year 

not the present one.  One Parishioner complimented the person(s) who had cut the Staithe grass. 
 

The meeting under Standing Orders began at 7.16 p.m  Councillor Neil Lawes who had forewarned that his 
arrival would be late, arrived at this time 
 

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Councillors Barker (prior commitments), and Prettyman (holiday).  Apologies accepted unanimously.  Apologies also 

received from NNDC Councillor Jarvis and PCSO Boardman. 
 

2: DECLARATIONS 

There were none in addition to those registered with North Norfolk District Council 
 

3: MINUTES OF LAST MEETINGS 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 5th October had been prior circulated.  No further amendments were necessary 

– to accept the Minutes as a true and accurate record – Proposed: Mr. Hodgson, Seconded: Mr. Mayhew.  Vote: 6 
For, 0 Against, 3 Abstentions (not at meeting).  Carried.  The Minutes were duly signed. 
 

4: MATTERS ARISING 

It was confirmed that John Bidwell had the matter of possible legal fees budget discrepancy in hand. 
 

5: PLANNING 

PF/15/1459 Lawson Cottage, Stubb Road Erection of an extension 

No adverse comments were made and Council were happy to support, it was pointed out that the extension would 

not be seen from the road.  On the withdrawn matter concerning Hill Common (2015/0158/FUL) those present 
were informed that a revised application was likely soon and that Natural England were also taking an interest.  

Decision notices on previous applications: PF/15/1267 – permitted, NMA1/14/0324 – approved, PF/15/0981 – 

permitted, PF/15/1286 – approved. 
 

6: CHAIR UPDATE 

The Chair mentioned the NNDC draft template for future resilience, stating that Mr. Richard Cook would be meeting 
with the relevant working group(s) – report of meeting to follow in due course – it was mentioned that community 

resilience was effectively the new name for emergency planning.  The previous query on perceived unnecessary 

expense for Chair’s councillor training was addressed, Mrs Belsten stated that the second training session she 
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attended had been longer and much more thorough, travelling expenses for all training had been shared with just 

one necessary exception. The NALC meeting that Mrs Belsten had planned to attend had been postponed – she 
intended to attend on the revised date in January 2016.  Lastly Mrs Belsten mentioned that the Remembrance 

service was scheduled for the coming Sunday and urged as many as possible to attend. 
 

7: BANKING/FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION 

The next Finance Committee meeting was confirmed as being prior to the next Council meeting on December 7 th 

and the RFO confirmed that paperwork had been received to approve the 2016-17 Precept and it was hoped to 
have a figure to be approved by full Council.  Mr. Belsten informed that the domain name hicklingparishcouncil.com 

was due to expire shortly, the renewal fee was approximately £12.50 (amount submitted in US$).  To pay fee and 
keep domain name – Proposed: Mr. Hodgson, Seconded: Mrs Gibbons.  All In Favour. 

 

8: PAYMENTS 

The Clerk explained that the very high amount shown mainly represented the half-yearly PWB Loan repayment, this 

figure (collected by direct debit) had not always been shown on previous payment lists.  To pay the following 

invoices and payments due – Proposed: Mr. Mayhew, Seconded: Mr. Belsten.  Vote: 8 For, 0 Against, 1 Abstention 
(receiving expenses reimbursement).  Carried. 

PARISH CURRENT ACCOUNT  TOTAL 

OUTGOINGS 
£6,767.16 

To Reason Amount 

PWB  Loan repayment (half year) £5,988.62 

 S.A. Williamson Standing Order (30/10) – October Salary (£361.63) / 1 x Mileage To 
Hickling (34 x £0.45 = £15.30) / Allowance (£13.00) less Tax Paid £2.20 

£387.73 

S.A. Williamson Overtime for Aug – Oct (15 hours @ £11.97 = £179.55 less tax £35.91) £143.64 

HMRC ONLY Tax on SW salary and overtime (see above) £38.11 

Hickling Methodist Room Hire for this meeting £12.00 

Iris Payroll Subscription £4.80 

N. Lawes Reimburse cost of new lock (Gwen Amis notice board) £16.10 

Martin Toll Spraying, clearing and cultivating vacant allotment £150.00 

Indigo Waste Quarterly account for glass bank emptying £26.16 

PARISH STAITHE ACCOUNT  TOTAL OUTGOINGS £30.06 
N. Lawes Reimburse cost of updated signage at staithe £30.06 

RECEIPTS 
Community £19,889.49 Staithe £258.00 Base Reward £5.37 (interest) Defibrillator 0 

Income to Community a/c is refund from Ward Gethin Archer (£15,390.49)/Precept instalment (£4,499.00) 

BANK BALANCES 30/9/15 
Community £14,749.75 Staithe £4,198.10 Base Reward £13,511.66 Defibrillator £3,490.72 
 

9: THE STAITHE/THE BEACH 

Mr Wilson reported there were currently eighteen on the wet berth waiting list plus PC Doe who had vacated berth 
22 and had been promised first available wet berth. There were three on a new waiting list for dry berths.  Two BA 

meetings were imminent, looking for ideas as part of a long term vision including navigation.  Dredging by the spit 

behind houseboats and sailors’ club was due to start on this meeting day, the dredging boat was working at 
Martham until mid January 2016, however dredging of the broad should start again next year with some material 

drawn out of the staithe.  In the long term it was hoped that the whole channel could be dredged.  There was no 
update on The Beach other than confirmation that 100 tons of sand was on order. 
 

10: VILLAGE REPORTS 

The website had seen over 2,600 unique visitors during 2015 with well over 14,500 page views, this represented 
the largest amount the website had ever had, the number of persons signing up for e-mail alerts was growing.  The 

register of interests on the NNDC website had been updated and the Hickling website would have a link.  The Clerk 
confirmed that a list had been sent to NCC Highways raising several matters including previously notified areas of 

highway flooding, other concerns were sunken kerb drain on corner Heath Road/Broadlands Road, and road sign in 
Sutton Road.  Request also made for inspector to view possibility of extending 30mph limit in Brightmere Road. 
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11: GRANT APPLICATION 

Each councillor had received the draft 50/50 application for proposed SAM2 speed indicating machine, some 

‘tweaking’ may be necessary ahead of submission to NCC no later than December 15th.  Many councillors were keen 
to add a proposal for village gates to the grant application, and some preliminary work on prices and examples had 

already been done. 
 

12: NALC AGM 

Council decided to raise a query at the forthcoming NALC AGM to ask NALC to begin lobbying regarding the 
changes to Localism Act to make councils more accountable and more robust to cope with poor behaviour by some. 

 

13: NNDC PLANNING WORKSHOP 

Mr. Hodgson stated his wish to attend the forthcoming planning workshop (Neatishead 30 November) along with 
the Clerk.  Likely that both would need to make own transport arrangements, but this to be decided.  

 

14: CLERK INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE 

The Clerk mentioned a request from Volunteer Norfolk who were seeking persons to join and offer transport 

services to hospitals.  No pay was envisaged but 45p per mile mileage rate was in operation.  On the police report 
provided by PCSO Boardman no crimes had been registered in Hickling between 4th October and 1st November.  

The impending road closures for laying of fibre cabling (faster Broadband) were confirmed, information on website. 
 

15: COUNCILLORS COMMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA 

Some concern was raised about stones from Hickling Barn drive/parking area still falling to the footpath, it was an 

issue of which the Trustees were aware and it was hoped that Trustees and some local residents could meet in the 
near future, it was pointed out that measures to stop this may prove very expensive.  Two pothole repairs had 

been addressed.  
 

16: FUTURE MEETINGS 

The 7th December was confirmed as the date of the next meeting and that the meeting would be preceded by 

Finance Committee meeting, probably at 6.30 p.m.  For some time the proposed date of the January meeting (4 th) 
had caused concern because of the difficulty in getting paperwork out in the period between Christmas and new 

year.  Subject to availability it was agreed that the Council would meet on Tuesday 12th January.  This in turn gave 
rise to the fact that the February meeting date would be too close, this to be discussed further with a real 

possibility that a February meeting may not be necessary at all. The Clerk raised the possibility of meetings for 

2016-17 being on the second Monday of the month instead of the first, this also to be discussed. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 8.26 p.m. 
 

Signed after agreed amendment and approval by 
Council as being a true and accurate record by the 
Chair of the meeting or authorised deputy 

 Dated: 

 
 


