
 

HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
COUNCIL YEAR 2015-16 

Chair: Jo Belsten 
Vice Chair: Terry Barker 

Parish Clerk: Stephen Williamson 
01493 789422 

MINUTES 
OF  

PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

5th OCTOBER 2015 at HICKLING SCHOOL 
PRESENT AT THE MEETING 

J. Belsten (Chair), T. Barker (Vice-Chair).   Other Councillors: D. Belsten, M. Hodgson. 
Non-voting: S. Williamson (Clerk/RFO). 3 members of the public 

 

The meeting commenced at 6.45 p.m 
 

1: COMMITTEE CHAIR/VICE-CHAIR 

Mrs Belsten and Mr. Barker were confirmed unanimously as Chair and Vice-Chair of the Finance Committee 
 

2: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Mr. John Bidewell (non-voting member) – prior engagement.  Apology accepted unanimously.  
 

3: 2015-16 REVIEW 

The RFO had distributed budget sheets for 2015-16, updated so far as was possible given the delays with banking 

changes.  (Note: a copy of the sheet will be included within the Minute Book as public record).  Overall the figures 

budgeted for appeared to be in order, although there would be differences in the training and associated travelling 
cost budgets which would be exceeded, but this was to be expected as the budget had been prepared well before 

the 2015 election and resultant outcome.  Two discrepancies were noted - no invoice had been received for by-
election services (October 2014), and also no invoice for Parish election services in May 2015.  Committee felt that 

the RFO should contact NALC to ascertain whether invoices were still likely to be received and report back prior to 

contacting NNDC.  A major discrepancy was noted with regard to budget and actual figures for legal expenses and 
income, with expenditure having been under estimated by more than £15,000.  The reason for this was unclear 

and required further investigation. 
 

4: SECOND QUARTER 

As bank statements to the end of September  had only become available on the day of the meeting, it was not 
possible to review all the second quarter (July-September) figures, although again it appeared that the Parish 

Council were broadly on target with the exceptions noted above. 
 

5: SAM2 SIGN 

Committee reviewed the costs of the proposed speed indicator for the village, it was hoped that this could be 

funded on a 50/50 basis with NCC if a grant application was successful.  The total cost to the village was likely to 
be in the region of £1,400.00 to £1,600.00 although the full payment would need to be paid prior to receiving any 

grant subsidy.  The RFO pointed out that payment would certainly fall in 2016-17 as purchase would depend on 

result of the grant application and this would not be known until March 2016.  Committee in principle approved the 
expenditure (subject to grant and full meeting agenda item).   
 

6: NEXT MEETING 

This was agreed in the interim to be prior to the regular meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 7th December 

2015, although a prior budgeting meeting for 2016-17 may also be necessary, and this was largely dependent on 
paperwork timing for 2016-17 Precept request from North Norfolk District Council.  
 

The meeting closed at 7.06 p.m. 
 

Signed after agreed amendment and approval by 
Council as being a true and accurate record by the 
Chair of the meeting or authorised deputy 

 Dated: 

 


