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MINUTES 
OF  

PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

7th DECEMBER 2015 at METHODIST HALL 
PRESENT AT THE MEETING 

J. Belsten (Chair), T. Barker (Vice-Chair).   Other Councillors: D. Belsten, M. Hodgson. 
Non-voting: J. Bidewell. S. Williamson (Clerk/RFO). 3 members of the public 

 

The meeting commenced at 6.35 p.m 
 

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

With all Committee members present there were none (Mr. Hodgson arrived a few minutes late) 
 

2: DRAFT BUDGET FOR 2016-17 

Mr. Bidewell explained, as Committee had previously concluded, that the refund from WGA had not been included 

in the outgoings in the draft budget for 2015-6 provided by the previous regime, but had still been included as an 

expected refund.  The exact figures were £89,000 settlement and £11,000 in legal costs (including £1,000 for 
staithe registration). This error led to the forecast income being some £16,000 higher than the actual income. 

Fortunately, we had noticed this early enough to prevent any overspend. 
 

3: PRECEPT 

The RFO and others had produced ‘real money’ examples resulting from increases of 5%, 10% and 15%.  The RFO 
had also produced a report to accompany the figures (note a copy of the report will be placed within the Minute 
Book).  The Committee were conscious of the election promises to improve life within the village, of the necessity 

of properly establishing a reserve fund to the level of one year’s income (approximately £25,000) and lastly of the 
wish to start saving for staithe (quay heading) repairs/reinstatement/replacement during the coming years.  In 

order to begin and maintain these wishes a 15% rise was preferable and would allow for speed indicator and such 
proposed items as fireworks and entry to Norfolk in bloom events. (By way of an example 15% would represent an 

extra £5.50 per annum to the highest band and just under £3.00 per annum to the most households – Band C).  

Straw polls taken had shown very mixed opinions within the village, ranging from a refunding exercise, to 
maintaining the status quo, and pressing ahead with improvements, one member of the public suggested a high 

rise to enable money to be paid back to Hickling Barn.  Nevertheless more than one Committee member felt that 
15% sounded very high and would probably draw complaints.  The general consensus was to recommend the 15% 

rise to full Council, with the rider that full Council had opportunity to express opinions – it was pointed out that it 
was the responsibility of full Council to agree a figure.       
 

4: OTHER FINANCE 

There were no other matters to discuss. 
 

The meeting closed at 6.55 p.m. 
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