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HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
COUNCIL YEAR 2015-16 

Chair: Jo Belsten 
Vice Chair: Terry Barker 

Parish Clerk: Stephen Williamson 
01493 789422 

MINUTES 
OF  

PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

7th September 2015 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall 
PRESENT AT THE MEETING 

J. Belsten (Chair). 
Other Councillors: D. Belsten, L. Gibbons, M. Hodgson, N. Lawes, A. Mayhew, M. Prettyman,  

P. West, G. Wilson. 
B. Jarvis (NNDC), Mr. S. Williamson (Clerk) and 12 members of the public 

 

The meeting commenced at 7.02 p.m with a one minute silence in memory of two local Parishioners who had 
done a great deal of work for the community – Messrs. Johnson and Lindo 
 

OFFICIALS NOTICES (County/District Councillors & Police)  
Mr Jarvis (NNDC) stated that the road sign at Sutton Road would be replaced by November, he also referred to the 

deadline for the latest round of ‘Big Society’ grants was 2nd November, he gave apologies for absence on behalf of 
Cllr. Paul Rice who had wished to mention his involvement with the Broads Authority. 

PUBLIC SECTION 

Mrs Sainsbury wished to thank Paul Piggin for finishing work on the notice board, this echoed by the Chair and 

other Councillors, and also to Adam Mayhew for looking after flower beds.  Mrs Clarke gave her congratulations on 
the new look website and pointed out the dry berth rentals were incorrect, also that rates for fishing permits had 

been fixed.  Staithe signage had been prepared by Ruth Murray, Mrs Clarke was concerned that the Chair had 

attended new training so soon after initial training earlier in the year (noted).  Mrs Deane made it clear that the 
butterflies on the gate should not be repainted as the bore initials of school children, she also imparted that the 

‘trick’ to keeping the winches in good order was to check springs frequently, she felt that the winches should not be 
locked.  Mrs Slatter was concerned at rumours that the Charity and Council were prepared to bankrupt the village.  

Mr. Mike Turner spoke about buses, he had been informed that the changes to the timetable were to be re-
considered in view of comments received,  and MP Norman Lamb was also taking an interest.  
 

The meeting under Standing Orders began at 7.20 p.m 
 

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received by Councillors T. Barker (holiday) and G. Manthorpe (taking exams).  Accepted unanimously. 
 

2: DECLARATIONS 

Mrs Prettyman wished to register the fact with the meeting that she was a Trustee of the HPFRG charity. 
 

3: MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 17th July had been prior circulated.  No further amendments were found 

necessary.  To accept the Minutes as true and accurate record – Proposed: Mr. Belsten, Seconded: Mrs Gibbons.  
Vote – 8 For, 0 Against, 1 Abstention.  Carried.  The Chair duly signed the Minutes. 
 

4: MATTERS ARISING/RECESS UPDATE 

There were no matters from the Minutes and no matters from the August recess that were not to be covered by 

later agenda items. 
 

5: PLANNING 

PF/15/0981 Brightmere Barn, Brightmere Road Conversion of barn to residential 

This part-revised application (formerly PD/14/1264) had needed to be dealt with during the recess, all Councillors 

had received details and checks made via website.  No objections lodged with NNDC.  APPROVED 14/8/2015. 
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PF/15/1267 Meadow Farm, Heath Road Variation Cond 2 PF/14/1453 
Council had no objection to these proposals. 

Decisions/Updates:  PF/15/0644 (Herons Hill Common) – Permitted.  NMA/14/1106 (21 Heron Way) – Approved. 
BA/2015/0158/FUL (Hill Common, Staithe Road) – Withdrawn.  PF/07/0472 (9 & 10 Heron Way) – Withdrawn.  
 

6: FOI UPDATE/PROGRESSION 

An update sheet had been prepared and distributed to Councillors, to summarise, two FOI matters had been dealt 
with (requestors notified by e-mail) and one outstanding matter was the subject of data protection. 
 

7: ADMINISTRATION MATTERS 

The Clerk read (having previously copied Councillors) a response from NALC who felt that it was no longer 

necessary to apply for dispensation for Councillors to be involved in fixing a Precept.  The same communication had 
stated that the matter as to granting a dispensation in respect of Phoenix Trust and Village Hall Charity, was for the 

Council themselves to decide.  The Clerk stated he would prepare something to sign for the next meeting.  Council 
also considered two matters raised in connection with grounds maintenance – firstly Council agreed unanimously to 

pay an extra £10 per cut for the area at the cross roads – Proposed: Mr. Mayhew, Seconded: Mr. Belsten.  

Secondly the approach from Darren Boden for the Council to consider granting a new contract for three years with 
a maximum 5% increase for years two and three.  Whilst generally in favour of this, bearing in mind satisfaction 

with Mr. Boden’s work, it was pointed out that the Council had a duty to obtain the best price/service for the Parish 
and this would need further consideration, possibly with tendering process to be organised for early 2016.  In the 

meantime the Clerk was asked to express thanks to Mr. Boden. 
 

8: HICKLING STAITHE 

The Broads Authority had contacted the Clerk as they wished to arrange a Broads Forum and also display to the 
public details of a new project on Hickling Broad, it appeared that The Barn was very booked, Mrs Gibbons gave 

her consent for BA to contact her direct in relation to the Methodist Hall.  The Clerk informed that a total of eight 
berth holders had contacted him with e-mail details following web request.  In the prior circulated report, the 

matters highlighted were (a) Various meetings taking place throughout summer, (b) two additional dry berths 
identified, (c) one dry berth holder stated the winch could not be operated single handed (checked and appears no 
difference in operation from old winches) (d) Proposal to fit posts at drop off end of slipway with notices stating 

that trailer wheels cannot proceed past the point, (e) no spare springs in stock (f) offer to purchase old winches at 
£60 as seen. (g) Mooring at end of dyke now vacant, proposed not to re-let owing to tree problems, (h) Owner of 

the Pleasure Boat had made available a consumer database, (i) cash for launching at a slightly higher level than 
last year.  To sell old winches, to erect posts and signage and to purchase spare springs - Proposed: Mrs Belsten, 

Seconded: Mr. Hodgson.  Vote: 8 for, 0 against, 1 abstention – carried.  On fishing permits for bank fishing for non 

residents, suggested £5 daily and £25 for season, also to allow immediate family including children of or related to 
Parishioners to fish without charge.  Proposed: Mr. Lawes, Seconded: Mrs Prettyman.  All In Favour.  (Note: A full 
copy of the report will appear within the Minute Book – the report will not constitute part of the Minutes). 
 

9: VILLAGE MATTERS 

To assist and co-operate with HPFRG over purchase and ongoing costs (up to £50 annually) for a dog bin on the 

footpath next to the field – Proposed: Mr. Belsten, Seconded: Mrs Gibbons.  Vote: 8 For, 0 Against, 1 Abstention – 

Carried.  The Clerk read extracts from e-mails concerning better broadband, it appeared that Hickling should be 
fully served from all three sub-stations by spring 2016, but hopefully by Christmas 2015.  An e-mail from NCC 

Councillor Mr. Thomas had suggested forming a working relationship over speeding – it was pointed out that there 
had been no volunteers to form any form of speed-watch operation, however it was agreed without vote that the 

‘water could be tested’ to see if Sea Palling may be interested in jointly funding a SAM2 speed monitor.  The Clerk 
mentioned that one favourable ‘reference’ for Westcotec (SAM2) machines had been received, other Clerks were 

contacted and replies in time for next meeting.  The Clerk apologised for not dealing with more research towards a 

deed box, but hoped to have further information by October.  
 

10: THE BEACH/WORKING PARTY REPORTS 

There was no update on The Beach.  Council thanked Mrs Deane for her offer to repaint the village sign.  Other 

village and WP reports (accepted as read) from Footpaths/Allotments (further reports on both aspects ready for 
October), Chapel Pit (cut back and clean up day intended for 24th October), Community engagement meetings 

(August meeting cancelled, dates of future meetings in process, including a flu-jab availability at The Barn on 14th 
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October). Good Neighbour Scheme (two Councillors attended Potter Heigham meeting – further meeting planned). 

Communications/Website (Re-design almost finished, amount of information issued much increased.  New designs 
for Barn and Village websites discussed).  Legal Team (advice taken from NALC about public disclosure of 
documents, frustration as to length of time being taken to fulfil election promises.)  (Note: Full copies of the reports 
will appear within the Minute Book – the reports will not constitute part of the Minutes). 

 

11: HPFRG TRUSTEE NOMINATION 

Councillors Prettyman and Hodgson had offered their services to be Trustees and accordingly left the meeting 

whilst discussions took place.  The Clerk confirmed that Parish Council insurance WOULD cover Trustees 
representing the Council, it would NOT cover Councillors who happened to be Parish Councillors.  After a little 

debate Council agreed to ask Councillor Prettyman to become the Parish Council Trustee (unelected) and Councillor 
Hodgson to stand for election for a possible second place.  Proposed: Mrs Gibbons, Seconded: Mr. Mayhew – All (of 

those remaining – i.e. 7) In Favour.  Councillors Prettyman and Hodgson re-joined the meeting and accepted. 
 

12: FINANCIAL MATTERS/PAYMENTS 

Mrs Belsten informed that two new cheque signatories had been fully approved (Councillors Lawes and Hodgson) 
and that Councillor D. Belsten had been removed from the signatory list at his request.  Mrs Belsten also stated her 

preference that the Clerk/RFO be allowed access to the on-line service in order to be able to carry out his functions 
correctly – Proposed: Mr. Mayhew, Seconded: Mrs Prettyman.  All In Favour.  Council agreed to pay the following 

invoices unanimously with one abstention - Mrs Belsten who was due to receive reimbursement.  

PARISH CURRENT ACCOUNT  TOTAL OUTGOINGS £714.57 

To Reason Amount 

S.A. Williamson Standing Order (30/4) – August Salary (£361.63) / 1 x Mileage To Hickling 
(34 x £0.45 = £15.30) / Allowance (£13.00) less Tax Paid £2.20 

£387.73 

HMRC ONLY Tax on SW salary (see above) £2.20 

Hickling Methodist Room Hire for this meeting £12.00 

Iris Payroll Subscription £4.80 

S.A. Williamson Refund cost of new ink toner cartridge for Kyrocea printer (VAT - £11.21) £67.26 

T. Barker Reimburse mileage costs for attending NALC training £23.60 

J. Belsten Reimburse cost of mail redirection as approved July £160.00 

Staples Stationery during August   (VAT – £9.50) £56.98 

PARISH STAITHE ACCOUNT  TOTAL OUTGOINGS 0 

 NO PAYMENTS DUE  

RECEIPTS 
Community £15,390.49 Staithe £203.00 Base Reward £0 Defibrillator 0 

TRANSFERS 
NONE   

TOTAL AMOUNT TRANSFERRED £0 

BANK BALANCES (31 July) 
Community £2,498.09 Staithe £4,198.10 Base Reward £13,505.55 Defibrillator £3,490.72 

 

13: CLERK INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE 

The Clerk reminded that items of correspondence were available within the special folders at the meeting, but also 

stated that all matters involved in correspondence had been dealt with, some within meeting.  The only 
outstanding matter was notification of a Community Action for Wildlife event planned for Saturday 26th September, 

details of this were on the website and notice boards as appropriate.  The Clerk also confirmed that he had a date 
for his hand operation (12th October), and would effectively be ‘off sick’ for the week commencing with said date, 

he had been warned that he would be unable to drive for 10 days+ after operation, but would have more 
information by the next meeting, he felt there should be minimal effect on his duties as Clerk, other than in the 

week mentioned.   
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14: COUNCILLORS COMMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA 

Mrs Belsten confirmed that she and the Clerk were proposing to attend an NNDC Standards seminar at North 

Walsham on 17th September, no other Councillor was available. 
 

15: NEXT MEETING 

With the non-availability of the Methodist Hall on October 5th the school had been approached, but they had 
needed to check with NCC as new rules and charges had come into operation earlier in 2015.  The venue would be 

announced on the website as soon as it could be confirmed. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m. 
 

Signed after agreed amendment and approval by 
Council as being a true and accurate record by the 
Chair of the meeting or authorised deputy 

 Dated: 

 
 


