
1 
 

 

HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
COUNCIL YEAR 2015-16 

Chair: Jo Belsten 
Vice Chair: Terry Barker 

Parish Clerk: Stephen Williamson 
01493 789422 

MINUTES 
OF  

PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

12th January 2016 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall 
PRESENT AT THE MEETING 

J. Belsten (Chair), T. Barker (Vice-Chair).  
Councillors: D. Belsten, L. Gibbons, N. Lawes, G. Manthorpe, A. Mayhew, P. West, G. Wilson. 

B. Jarvis (NNDC).  Sheila Watts (Swallowtail Federation).  S. Williamson (Clerk). 12 members of public 
 

The meeting commenced at 7.01 p.m 
 

OFFICIALS NOTICES (County/District Councillors & Police)  

No representatives of NCC or Norfolk Police were present.  For NNDC Mr. Jarvis reminded that applications for 

funding closed on 8th February and asked the Council to examine and encourage community projects. The Clerk 
informed that there had been no recorded crimes in the village up until early January. 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
Sheila Watts introduced herself as the Chair of the Swallowtail Federation which governed three schools in the 
area, including Hickling infants.  Other schools included those at Catfield and Sutton, it was emphasised that each 

school ran independently.  The schools catered for ages up to Junior and the majority of pupils passed on 
eventually to Stalham Academy for secondary education.  The collective was mainly a result of the government 

wishing larger institutions so such links were encouraged, and further local links were being examined but still 

ensuring no detriment to existing schools.  Mrs Watts was encouraged to look and speak to the Toddler Group, 
feeling this may led to more parents in the village choosing Hickling School for infant education. 

PUBLIC SECTION 

Owing to the special presentation, the Chair had requested members of the public to write any queries and pen 
and paper were provided for this purpose. 
 

The meeting under Standing Orders began at 7.24 p.m 
 

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Mrs M. Prettyman (holiday), Mr. M. Hodgson (unwell).  To accept apologies, Proposed: Mrs Belsten, Seconded: Mr. 

Barker.  All In Favour.  Apologies also recorded from Allison Bradnock (NCC), Paul Rice (NNDC), Jeanette Boardman 
 

2: DECLARATIONS 

There were no additional declarations other than those registered with NNDC, although it was accepted that had 

she been present, Mrs Prettyman would have declared interest in planning and item instigated by Norman Lamb MP 
 

3: MINUTES OF LAST MEETINGS 

The Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 7th December had been prior circulated, no further 

amendments were made.  To accept the Minutes as a true and accurate record – Proposed: Mr. Belsten, Seconded: 
Mr. Barker.  All In favour (of those committee members present).  The Minutes of the regular meeting held on 7th 

December had also been prior circulated, no further amendments were made.  To accept the Minutes as a true and 
accurate record – Proposed: Mr. Belsten, Seconded: Mr. Lawes.  Vote: 7 For, 0 Against, 2 Abstentions.  Carried.  

Both sets of Minutes were duly signed by the Chair.     
 

4: MATTERS ARISING 

There were no matters that were not covered by other agenda items. 
 

5: PLANNING 

BA/2015/0389/FUL Repair/improvement to Hill Common moorings – Revised.   

It was pointed out that only minimal changes from the initial planning application earlier in 2015 had been made.  
Council had no objections to the revised plans. 

The Clerk informed that the non-material amendment for Nether Hall, had been approved (NB. Council were not 
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consulted on this matter owing to its status – non-material).  The Clerk also informed that the recent application for 

Hickling Sailing Club had been withdrawn. 
 

6: CHAIR UPDATE   

Having attended the recent NALC AGM, Mrs Belsten reported that the new Norfolk ALC constitution WAS approved 
in full after several amendments were defeated. It will be open to review next year, and indeed at any AGM. The 

proposal from Hickling had been opened having achieved a seconder, it was felt that the proposal had merit, but 

the decision was to withdraw and take it back to the Executive Committee for further discussion and possible re-
working before taking it back to NALC.  Note: A copy of the report was circulated and a copy is included within the 
Minute Book.  Mrs Belsten also mentioned the availability of a few pantomime tickets for the Thursday performance 
(Friday and Saturday sold out.) 
 

7: FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATION MATTERS 

The Clerk informed that the signed paperwork to allow him access to Hickling bank accounts via the Internet had 

been posted well before Christmas, but no word had been received.  Mrs Belsten promised to follow this up, 

conscious of the fact that the year end was fast approaching and full access would be beneficial tin compiling 
accounts.  Council agreed that it was unlikely that a Finance Committee Meeting would be held in February, but 

one would probably be necessary in March. 
 

8: PAYMENTS 

To pay the following amounts: Proposed: Mr. Lawes, Seconded: Mrs Manthorpe.  Vote: 8 For, 0 Against, 1 

Abstention (receiving reimbursement) 

PARISH CURRENT ACCOUNT  TOTAL OUTGOINGS £3,961.68 

To Reason Amount 

S.A. Williamson Standing Order (30/12) – December Salary (£361.63) / 1 x Mileage To 
Hickling (34 x £0.45 = £15.30) / Allowance (£13.00) less Tax Paid £2.20 

£387.73 

HMRC ONLY Tax on SW salary (see above) £2.20 

Hickling Methodist Room Hire for this meeting £15.00 

Iris Payroll Subscription £4.80 

S. Williamson One third (£21.66) annual computer protection (£64.99), plus mileage to  
Norwich for NALC/NCC seminar (11th January) 43.6 miles @£0.45 = £19.62 

£41.28 

T. Barker Mileage to Norwich for NALC AGM – 41 miles @ £0.45 £18.45 

Indigo Waste Collection charges for Oct – Dec 2015 £21.60 

Staples Stationery purchases December 2015 £79.62 

Darren Boden Grounds Maintenance for 2015 £3,391.00 

Note VAT can be reclaimed on Iris/Computer Protection/Indigo/Staples – Total = £21.74 

PARISH STAITHE ACCOUNT  TOTAL OUTGOINGS 0 
 NO ACCOUNTS RECEIVED 0 

RECEIPTS 
Community £214.00 

Allotmnts 
Staithe £ Base Reward £ Defibrillator £13.27 

Interest 

BANK BALANCES 
Community £12,501.88 Staithe £4,872.04 Base Reward £13,533.88 Defibrillator £3,503.99 
 

9: THE STAITHE/THE BEACH 

Reported a serious amount of ‘rutting’ on the staithe due to recent very wet weather, this had been tackled.  Mr. 

Wilson felt that the idea to divide income and spreadsheets into four categories (Wet Berth/Dry 
Berth/Launching/Fishing was a good and workable idea.  No fishing permits has been issued since the new Council 

took office.  The Upper Thurne Working Group was meeting on 13th January and Mr. Wilson was attending.  The 
dredging was proving hard work for Broads Authority as the silt had compacted.  On The Beach, the new sand had 

now settled and was safe to walk on.  On the matter of removing refuse bins from Hickling and other sites on the 

Broads, the general feeling of Council was that refuse disposal facilities were important and were needed, but it 
should not be the responsibility of the Parish Council to pay for them and pay for disposal.  There was a feeling 
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that the responsibility should lay with the Broads Authority.  NNDC had pointed out they had no statutory obligation 

to provide and pay for the facility, and it was also noted that Hickling had no public moorings.  Mooted that an 
arrangement could possibly be made in conjunction with local businesses.  The Clerk was asked to draft a response 

letter to Norman Lamb MP.  A date for the next Staithe Forum was discussed with Monday February 1st a possible 
although if this was too late then Monday 29th could be a suitable date.  To increase the berth fees (from 1st April) 

by 2% - Proposed: Mrs Belsten, Seconded: Mr. Mayhew.  Vote: 7 For, 0 Against, 2 Abstentions.  Carried. 
 

10: VILLAGE MATTERS/REPORTS 

To increase the allotment fees from 1st April by 2%.  Proposed: Mrs Belsten, Seconded: Mrs Gibbons.  Vote: 8 For, 

1 Against, 0 Abstentions.  Carried.  Mrs Prettyman had provided comments regarding recent pump failure at corner 
of Mallard Way and it was agreed that the Clerk should contact Anglian Water with the two questions raised.  

Council also agreed to place a paragraph in the next village newsletter.  Mr. West gave a brief report regarding 
footpaths – No. 1 likely to see overgrown scrub in summer months, No. 2 still blocked, No. 3 in need of cutting, No. 

4 the north end was overgrown and signpost broken, No. 5 not marked as a footpath, although the farmer was 

allowing use, No. 6 in part shown as a permissive footpath.  Council were happy to support Mr. Belsten’s idea to 
register Hickling on the ‘dark skies’ website promoting the area for ‘star watchers’.  On the matter of the village 

sign, Mr. Lawes stated that Pat Deane and her husband had done a great deal of work and that the work would 
continue with Easter the target for final completion of the work.  Mrs Deane was publicly thanked for her efforts. 

 

11: FUTURE MEETINGS 

Council agreed to hold the last two meetings of the Council year on Monday February 8th and Monday March 14th.  
Mrs Belsten pointed out that the March date could cause her problems as it coincided with business activities, 

although Mr. Barker was willing to do preparation work and possibly chair the meeting.  As for 2016-17, the general 
feeling was that the second Monday of each month should be the preferred choice, although the dates (below) 

would have to remain provisional until availability checks were made. 

April 11th May 9th (incl. APCM) June 13th July 11th 

September 12th October 10th November 14th December 12th 

January 9th 2017 February 13th 2017 March 13th 2017  

Annual Parish Meeting – preferred late May (Maybe 16th or 23rd) – to be confirmed. 

 

12: RE-IMAGINING NORFOLK 

The Clerk had attended a consultation evening at NCC (County Hall) the previous evening and summarised a 

report, copies of which had been made available to the public.  Note: A copy of the report was circulated and a 
copy is included within the Minute Book. 

 

13: CLERK INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE 

The Clerk informed he would check on whether or not Hickling was registered under the Data Protection Act.  A 
thank you letter had been received for the donation to Dial-A-Ride, stating that currently there were 16 regular 

users of the service within Hickling.  The Clerk apologised for not having yet ordered the agreed dog bin. 
 

14: COUNCILLORS COMMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA 

A long awaited new replacement street name sign was expected in February. 
 

The meeting closed at 8.49 p.m. 
 

Signed after agreed amendment and approval by 
Council as being a true and accurate record by the 
Chair of the meeting or authorised deputy 

 Dated: 

 
 


