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HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
COUNCIL YEAR 2015-16 

Chair: Jo Belsten 
Vice Chair: Terry Barker 

Parish Clerk: Stephen Williamson 
01493 789422 

MINUTES 
OF  

PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

17th July 2015 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall 
PRESENT AT THE MEETING 

J. Belsten (Chair), T. Barker (Vice-Chair).  
Other Councillors: D. Belsten, L. Gibbons, N. Lawes, A. Mayhew, M. Prettyman, P. West. 

PCSO J. Boardman (Norfolk Police) 
Mr. S. Williamson (Clerk) and 4 members of the public 

 

The meeting commenced at 7.00 p.m 
 

OFFICIALS NOTICES (Police)  
PCSO Boardman informed that between 20 June and 17 July there had been two crimes reported in Hickling – one 

assault which had been detected, the other being criminal damage to a motor vehicle.  In general terms she 

reported problems with older teenagers using Happisburgh new play area, and the fact that intelligence was 
continuing to monitor possible illegal ‘raves’.  Priorities included speeding in villages.  Councillors were given a 

reminder that the ‘silly season’ (holidaymakers/drunkenness etc.) were just beginning. 

PUBLIC SECTION 

The former Chair of HPC voiced concern over a recent winch inspection, pointing out the full inspection in March.  
Mr Mayhew stated that problems were visible to the naked eye, including a bent handle. In response to a question 

about the legal dispute the chair stated that following the parish council’s decision not to pay the third instalment 

of the Public Works Board Loan, the trustees sued for this contractually owed amount. The council then counter-
sued for the return of all payments made.  Mrs Clarke was also unhappy about changes to the Minutes of the 2014 

Annual Parish Meeting.  Another former Councillor stated she had received several complaints about the winches 
being out of action, she was promised that if a list was sent to the Clerk he would deal with it. 
 

The meeting under Standing Orders began at 7.15 p.m 
 

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Councillors: Hodgson, Manthorpe and Wilson.  Apologies unanimously accepted.  Apologies also received from NCC 
Councillor D. Thomas, and District Councillors Jarvis & Rice.  
 

2: DECLARATIONS 

There were none in addition to those submitted to North Norfolk District Council 
 

3: MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 22nd June had been prior circulated, some minor alterations already made.  No 
other amendments were found necessary.  To accept the Minutes as a true and accurate record – Proposed: Mr. 

Lawes, Seconded: Mr. Belsten.  All In Favour.  The Minutes were duly signed by the Chair. 
 

4: MATTERS ARISING 

The Clerk informed that the audit return to Mazars had been posted three days ahead of final day, also that the 
insurance confirmation for 2015-2016 had been received.  The Chair asked that a copy of the insurance be supplied 

to all Councillors. 
 

5: PLANNING 

There were no new applications.  The Clerk informed that permission had been granted for extensions at Brambley 

Hedge, Stubb Road (PF/14/1508) and also improvements at the school (NCC).  The Clerk also informed that he had 

in the past been remiss in not keeping a full record of planning applications, this had now been rectified. 
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6: FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATION MATTERS 

Mrs Belsten confirmed that the new banking arrangements had been finally sorted out – this only about one week 
earlier.  She had obtained forms to add Mr. Lawes and Mr Hodgson as cheque signatories’ and remove Mr. Belsten.  

Once this had been dealt with electronic banking (online) would be arranged as well as possibly a business debit 

card.  Mrs Belsten and others were continuing to look through the vast amount of legal paperwork and she hoped 
to have a report for September.  The Clerk suggested that the first Finance Committee meeting could take place in 

October, by which time a fair idea of spending in relation to budgets should be available for the first half year, the 
Clerk reminded Council that these meetings needed to be open to the public, but added that there was no reason 

why an informal discussion on remit etc. could not take place prior.  Mr Bidewell had agreed to join the committee 
in a non-voting assistance role.  To contact David Johnson in regards to an outstanding code of conduct complaint 

from September 2014 – Proposed: Mr. Barker, Seconded: Mrs Prettyman.  All In Favour.  To authorise a business 

mail redirection – Proposed: Mrs Belsten, Seconded: Mr. Lawes.  All In Favour. 
 

7: ICO/FOI 

Mrs Belsten confirmed that the requirements of the ICO had been complied with despite some difficulty in locating 

the relevant documents in relation to an outstanding FOI request (complainant name withheld).  The complainant 
had subsequently ask the council to clarify it’s position. The chair stated that the two emails released do not 

provide clear, unambiguous, expert advice that councillors could use the full electoral roll for charity purposes.  A 

holding letter to the complainant would be advisable. 
 

8: THE STAITHE/THE BEACH/VILLAGE REPORTS 

The Clerk informed that the paperwork for the registration of the staithe had now been sent by Ward Gethin 

Archer, and consequently the staithe was now in the name of the Parish.  Mr Lawes presented the Staithe report, 
stating that the new winches had been installed, thanking Mr. Nudd for his assistance.  A weekly safety check was 

now being practised, and in line with this it was felt to be a good idea to have numerical padlocks on the winches 

with code released after brief instruction session.  The Clerk reminded Council that this may require authorisation 
from the Broads Authority as it may contravene part of the grant requirements. On the geese problem, the 

demonstration with the laser gun had been most effective, but Broads Authority had some reservations that use 
would simply move the problem elsewhere – talks ongoing.  The issue of the ‘foreign boat’ had been resolved, and 

to try to ensure this was not repeated Mrs Prettyman had made signs for every berth.  The money for launchings 

continued to come in and figures showed this was roughly on a par with 2014-15.  Mrs Prettyman informed that 
the sum of £126.50 had been raised by the tea stall at the recent bike show, thanked those that helped out and 

stated that the money was going towards a family beach party probably in Autumn half term.  The chair, on behalf 
of the legal working party, stated that over £50,000 of legal fees generated a very large amount of complicated 

correspondence, so it had not been possible to produce a report at this time. The working party intended to 
continue its work and update as appropriate at the next meeting. 
 

9: SECURITY/GRANTS 

Council discussed the purchase of a deed box (or similar) as there were now several legal documents which 

demanded safe storage.  Some examples from the last meeting were repeated, and it was agreed that the fire 
resistance factor of up to one hour was important.  Council agreed to set aside £100 for purchase – Proposed: Mr. 

Barker, Seconded: Mrs Gibbons.  All In Favour.   On the application for a 50/50 grant in order to purchase a ‘SAM2’ 
portable speed indicator, it was revealed that even with the grant it would cost the Council in excess of £1,400, & 

this figure could rise well above £1,500 by the time posts were erected and additional insurance paid for.  It was 

agreed to delay decision whilst it was established whether this could be a joint purchase with one or two other local 
villages, and also to obtain details of other Parishes that had purchased, contact them and ascertain suitability and 

success.  In the meantime Clerk to respond to NCC Councillor about liaison with other villages and possible 
operation of a speedwatch system whereby volunteers from one village went to another.  

 

10: PAYMENTS 

The payment list was agreed with exception of that to Ward Gethin Archer, the invoice having been circulated only 

that day. Council had no documentation relating to the work commissioned, and had not seen the output. Decision 
deferred until this had been checked.  Mrs Belsten informed that whilst the sum owed to her could be authorised, 

the cheque would not be written until another cheque signatory was registered. 
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PARISH CURRENT ACCOUNT  TOTAL OUTGOING £1,017.62 

S.A. Williamson Standing Order (30/4) – July Salary (£361.63) / 1 x Mileage To Hickling (34 x 
£0.45 = £15.30) / Allowance (£13.00) less Tax Paid £2.20 

£387.73 

Hickling Methodist Hire Fee for July Meeting £12.00 

Iris Payroll Standing Order £4.80 

J. Belsten Mileage Charges for various HPC trips (including training) £90.90 

S.A. Williamson Overtime & Additional Expenses (May & June) – Overtime 39 hours @ £11.92 
= £464.88 less extra tax/NI (£115.30) = £349.58 PLUS additional trip to 
Hickling (£15.30) PLUS additional mileage/stationery/post (£15.81)  

£380.69 

HMRC Tax due on SAW salary – April, May & June 2015 = 3 x £2.20 £6.60 

HMRC SAW Tax due to HMRC for July 2015 £115.30 (see above) plus 1 x £2.20 £117.50 

Indigo Waste Fee for bottle bank (we reclaim higher amount from NCC) (VAT = £2.90) £17.40 

PARISH STAITHE ACCOUNT  TOTAL OUTGOING £1,495.30 

N. Lawes Refund purchase of metal box for Staithe Safety Records £21.99 

G. Wilson Refund purchase of new winches (VAT content = £39.73) £238.31 

Ward Gethin Archer Professional fees for registration of staithe (VAT content = £199.00) £1,235.00 

BANK BALANCES 

Community £4,045.12 Staithe £3,490.72 Base Reward £13,505.55 Defibrillator £3,490.72 
 

11: CLERK INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE 

The Clerk informed that most correspondence was of the ‘out’ variety and copies were within the correspondence 

book.  There had been one letter of complaint (Re winches).  The Clerk also mentioned the reported bogus trader 

situation reported in parts of Norfolk and also the NCC/CAB ‘Scams Awareness’ month throughout July. 
 

12: COUNCILLORS COMMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA 

Mr. Barker stated his wish to undertake a NALC Chairmanship course when one was available.  Mr. Belsten stated a 

Web Report should be part of September agenda.  Brief discussion to examine costs for the re-painting of the 
village sign and also the ‘butterflies’ on the staithe gateway.  Council asked Clerk to write to Darren Boden 

(grounds maintenance) to ask him to quote for the area around the crossroads notice board, and to reassure him 
Council happy with his contracted work.  Mrs Prettyman had drafted a discussion paper relating to the signing of 

dispensations (copy held within Minute Book).  Essentially she fully understood the reasoning about dispensation to 
set Precept, but failed to understand any necessity to include staithe and allotment rentals.  It was pointed out that 

all villagers, and therefore all councillors, were members/beneficiaries of the HPFRGC charity, and also beneficiaries 

of the Phoenix Trust.  Therefore it seems likely that a dispensation would be needed for councillors to discuss these 
organisations.  Clerk to re-visit and check with NALC and report in September and/or to redraft form for signatures.  

To re-draft document (as above) – Proposed: Mrs Gibbons, Seconded: Mr. Mayhew.  All In Favour.  Mrs Prettyman 
also informed that the AGM for HPFRGC had to be before the 30th September with a date yet to be fixed as the 

Charity Trustees were still awaiting the draft accounts.  Mrs Prettyman agreed to let the Charity Trustees know that 

they should write to ask the Parish Council for their nominated Trustee at least three clear days before the 
September 7th PC meeting so that the matter could be discussed and resolved.  Mrs Prettyman also raised the 

subject of personal liability as Trustees of an unincorporated Charity, Clerk to check that the Parish Council 
insurance would cover this liability for any Councillor standing as a nominated Trustee on the Charity's board. 

 

13: RECESS ARRANGEMENTS 

Council agreed unanimously to grant powers to pay bills and deal with planning and other time-sensitive matters 
during August.  New planning application details to be sent to all Councillors.  Mrs Belsten asked that Councillors 

would take some time during the recess to discuss and research working party roles, taking advice as necessary.  
 

14: NEXT MEETING 

Set for Monday 7th September 2014 at the Methodist Hall (7.00 p.m.).   

The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m. 
 
Signed after agreed amendment and approval by Council 
as being a true and accurate record by the Chair of the 
meeting or authorised deputy 

 Dated: 

 

 


