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MINUTES 
OF 

MEETINGS 
2015-16 

21st May 2015 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall 
PRESENT AT THE MEETING 

J. Belsten (Chair), T. Barker (Vice-Chair).  
Other Councillors: D. Belsten, L. Gibbons, M. Hodgson, N. Lawes, G. Manthorpe, A. Mayhew,  

M. Prettyman, P. West, G. Wilson. 
B. Jarvis, (NNDC) 

Mr. S. Williamson (Clerk) and 35 members of the public 
 
The meeting commenced at 7.47 p.m 

 

OFFICIALS NOTICES (County/District Councillors & Police)  
NNDC Councillor Jarvis spoke briefly to wish the new Councillors good luck, and expressed relief that long 
running dispute was now at an end.  He informed that NNDC now had a Conservative administration and stated  

that he was excited about the future.  PCSO Boardman had informed of no crime reports in Hickling (April/May) 

PUBLIC SECTION 

There were no further contributions from the floor 

 

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

NCC Councillor David Thomas, NNDC Councillor Paul Rice, PCSO Jeanette Boardman 

 

2: DECLARATIONS 

For the Minutes the Clerk confirmed that the NNDC declaration forms had been distributed.  For this meeting 

two Councillors declared non pecuniary interest in part of Item 5 (near neighbours to planning application). 

 

3: MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

The Clerk informed that as no-one on the new Parish Council had been present for the whole of the meeting 

held on 30th April (Mrs Belsten had been present for most of it) that a special note had been added stating the 
Minutes were adopted on the understanding that no Councillor could vouch for entire accuracy, and that no 

Proposer/Seconder was possible.  On this basis the Minutes were adopted.  (Note: this course of action follows 
the Clerk seeking advice from NALC). 

 

4: MATTERS ARISING 

There were none. 

 

5: PLANNING 

BA/2015/0158/FUL Moorings Hill Common (Repairs) Exors of John Micklethwait Mills D’csd (Agents Brown & Co) 

There were no objections concerning this application. It is noted for these Minutes that the Parish Council are 
currently in negotiation with Brown & Co. concerning taking over management of ‘The Beach’ and also that 

Brown & Co. act for the landlords of the land used for allotments within Hickling (managed by the Parish 
Council).  It was not believed that either of these facts were sufficient to prevent comment and response.  To 

make no objection – 9 For, 0 Against, 2 Abstention (see Item 2 above).  Carried. 

The Clerk informed that application for the erection of a storage building at Willow Farm, Stubb Road 
(NP/15/0434) had been permitted by NNDC 

 
 



 

6: ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Several minor changes had been made to the initial draft agenda for the annual meeting, scheduled to take 

place on Monday 1st June.  The final draft had been approved, and it was confirmed that at least one copy 

would be displayed prior to midnight (on this day) to allow the legal 7-day notice period.  Additional display 
including the website would also take place, and what invitations had still to be sent would be dealt with within 

24 hours. 

 

7: COMMITTEES & WORKING PARTIES 

This item had been dealt with within the preceding Annual Parish Council Meeting. 

 

8: FINANCIAL MATTERS/PAYMENTS 

It was duly noted that almost all of the following payments due emanated from prior to election on 7 May 2015 

and hence authorised by the previous Parish Council 

PARISH CURRENT ACCOUNT 
To Reason Amount 

S.A. Williamson Standing Order (30/5) – May Salary (£361.63) / 1 x Mileage To Hickling (34 
x £0.45 = £15.30) / Allowance (£13.00)  

£389.93 

Hickling Methodist Room hire for meeting on 21 May £12.00 

Iris Monthly subscription payroll software £4.80 

S.A. Williamson Additional overtime for April – 9 hours @ £11.92 less tax £85.88 

Staples Bulk stationery purchase incl stamps & archive boxes (VAT content £20.96) £158.37 

TOTAL CURRENT ACCOUNT £650.98 

 

9: FUTURE MEETINGS 

The following dates were agreed in principle: 

Annual Parish Meeting Monday 1st June 2015 (Hickling Barn) 
Monday 22nd June 2015 Monday 13th July 2015 Monday 7th September 2015 

Monday 5th October 2015 Monday 2nd November 2015 Monday 7th December 2015 

Monday 4th January 2016 Monday 1st February 2016 Monday 7th March 2016 

Council agreed that meetings as above would continue to be held at The Methodist Hall and would commence 
at 7.00 p.m.  The dates are subject to change as circumstances dictate.  Quarterly Finance Committee Meetings 

will take place prior to the above meetings (probably in July, October and January) 

 

10: CLERK INFORMATION 

The Clerk informed that registration of The Staithe was currently in progress, also that ‘better Broadband’ 
should be available in Hickling by 2017.  NCC Councillor Thomas had informed that Sea Palling were planning to 

organise a Speedwatch group and would like support from neighbouring Parishes (this may be discussed in 

more detail at a later date).  Further information included that a Local Government Ombudsman would be 
appointed, that prayers at the commencement of meetings was now legal, and warning of boat related crime. 

 

11: GENERAL SECTION 

Council agreed to return to discussion as to whether pubs in the village should be registered as community 

assets, that flood risk and emergency procedures would be discussed within working groups.  Council also 

agreed to postpone discussion as to whether to nominate a Councillor for the NALC Executive Committee. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m. 
 

Signed after agreed amendment and approval by 
Council as being a true and accurate record by the 
Chair of the meeting or authorised deputy 

 Dated: 

 
 


