
 

HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
COUNCIL YEAR 2015-16 

Chair: Jo Belsten 
Vice Chair: Terry Barker 

Parish Clerk: Stephen Williamson 
01493 789422 

MINUTES 
OF  

PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

22nd June 2015 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall 
PRESENT AT THE MEETING 

J. Belsten (Chair), T. Barker (Vice-Chair).  
Other Councillors: D. Belsten, M. Hodgson, N. Lawes, G. Manthorpe, A. Mayhew,  

M. Prettyman, P. West, G. Wilson. 
Mr. S. Williamson (Clerk) and 22 members of the public 

 

The meeting commenced at 7.03 p.m 
 

OFFICIALS NOTICES (County/District Councillors & Police)  
No NCC or NNDC Councillors were present, nor from the police (report provided) 

PUBLIC SECTION 

Some members of the public expressed concern that both Mr & Mrs Belsten were cheque signatories, and it was 

mentioned that a written concern had also been received.  Mrs Belsten explained that this had only been done as a 

matter of expediency to change bank mandates as quickly as possible.  Some new Councillors had also been 
reluctant to become too involved financially until the legal case was completely settled and finalised.  Mrs Belsten 

stated that cheque signatories would change once the accounts were established.  On the matter of the legal 
papers, Mrs Belsten informed she had collected from the solicitors, but there had been little time to go through 

them prior to the meeting. 
 

The meeting under Standing Orders began at 7.15 p.m 
 

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr. Linda Gibbons (Holiday).  Apology accepted unanimously.  Apologies also from NNDC Councillor P. Rice, NCC 
Councillor D. Thomas and PCSO J. Boardman.  Note: Cllr. Maggie Prettyman arrived late having apologised prior. 
 

2: DECLARATIONS 

Mrs Prettyman made a non-pecuniary declaration regarding one planning application (close neighbour) 
 

3: MINUTES OF LAST MEETINGS 

The Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on May 21st had been prior circulated, no further 

amendments were deemed necessary.  To accept the Minutes as a true and accurate record – Proposed: Mr 

Mayhew, Seconded: Mr Lawes.  All In Favour.  The Minutes of the regular meeting held on the same night had also 
been prior circulated, these too were found to be in order.  To accept the Minutes as a true and accurate record – 

Proposed: Mr. Barker, Seconded: Mr. Hodgson.  All In Favour.  Both sets of Minutes were duly signed.  The draft 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting (1st June) had also been published after minor amendments – these were not 

due for signature or approval until 2016.  
 

4: MATTERS ARISING/HANDOVER 

Those present were informed that the process of sorting and storing a large assortment of documentation was 
advancing well.  Wet Berth plan/holders names had now been delivered, it was believed that there was one 

allotment free (checks needed).  It was not certain whether past Freedom of Information documents were all 
available, again check needed to be made – there was only one case from past Council still proceeding. 
 

5: PLANNING 

Hickling Hall NNDC LA/15/0162 Initial re-instatement work following fire 

Council comments had been returned on time, stating no objections, pleased that work was beginning on restoring 
this historic property. 



Hickling School NCC Education Improvements and new canopy 

Council comments had been returned on time stating no objections. 

Herons, Hill Common PF/15/0644 Single storey extension 

Most Councillors had viewed online, plans available at meeting.  No grounds to object.  Mrs Prettyman abstained 

from voting as a close neighbour (see Item 2) otherwise all in favour. 

The Clerk advised that PF/15/0417 (Lavender Cottage, Heath Road) – S/S Rear Extension - Approved 
 

6: BANKING/FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION 

Mrs Belsten stated that she had spoken four times to Barclays Bank and that final signed paperwork had been sent 

at the end of the previous week, it had not arrived at this time but only five working days were required once all 
paperwork in place.  It was therefore hoped that all matters would be ‘up and running’ by early July.  Mr. Hodgson 

offered to become the fourth permanent signatory – Proposed: Mrs Belsten, Seconded: Mr. Wilson.  Vote: 9 For, 0 

Against, 1 Abstention (MH). Carried.  Mr. Lawes offered to replace Mr. Belsten – Proposed: Mr. Belsten, Seconded: 
Mr. Mayhew.  Vote: 9 For, 0 Against, 1 Abstention (NL).  Carried.  To appoint the Clerk (S. Williamson) as 

Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) with Mr. Barker to handle monthly payroll/HMRC report – Proposed:  Mrs 
Belsten, Seconded: Mr. Lawes.  All In Favour.  To write to John Bidewell to invite him to join the Finance 

Committee as a non-voting member – Proposed: Mrs. Belsten, Seconded: Miss Manthorpe.  All In Favour.  Terms of 

Reference for Committee – deferred for the present, initial meeting (yet to be arranged) to initially deal with this 
and then report back to full Council.  Proposed: Mr. Belsten, Seconded: Mr. Barker.  All In Favour.  There was a 

brief discussion about purchasing a deed box, no decision made, this to be raised again at next meeting.   
 

7: ICO/FOI 

A ten page letter had been received from the Information Commissioners’ Office (ICO) concerning the one 

outstanding FOI case dating back prior to May 2015 election.  ICO had stated that Hickling PC had to provide the 

un-redacted e-mails from all those who had provided advice on use of the electoral role (e-mail addresses can be 
redacted).  Council agreed that it would show good practise to provide a website link to ICO.  To comply with ICO 

ruling as necessary – Proposed: Mrs Manthorpe, Seconded: Mr. Hodgson.  All In Favour.  The only other FOI matter 
was a new one which had been acknowledged.  This concerned copies of sworn statements and the complainant 

was assured that these would be published to the website and thus be within the public domain.  Note:  Whilst 
information concerning these two cases would be within the public domain, individual names are withheld from 
these Minutes.    
 

8: NALC/TRAINING 

The Clerk confirmed that two Councillors had already undergone NALC training earlier in the month (Mr & Mrs 
Belsten).  Four others (Messrs. Lawes, Mayhew & West + Miss Manthorpe) were attending two evening sessions on 

25th June & 2nd July.  Three Councillors (Messrs. Barker & Wilson + Mrs Gibbons) were attending a day course on 
17th July.  The remaining two Councillors had been booked to attend a day course in September.  Mrs Belsten was 

also attending a Chairmanship day course in early July.  Council agreed unanimously to nominate Mrs Belsten to 

serve on NALC Executive Committee (representing North Norfolk).  Proposed: Mr. Mayhew, Seconded: Mr. Lawes. 
 

9: WEBSITE/PUBLICITY 

Mr. Belsten reported that the wordpress site had already received 1,175 views during June, including visits from the 

USA, Cyprus, Switzerland and Holland.  There were now 23 followers and Mr. Belsten felt that it was important to 
fully promote the service of sending an e-mail when a new post was made.  The site design had been changed to 

make it more user friendly.  Mr. Belsten was arranging to meet with other persons to discuss future collaboration 

with the other main two websites often visited by Parishioners.  He hoped to have a discussion document available 
for the next meeting.  Council recorded thanks to Mr. Belsten for his hard work. 

 

10: VILLAGE REPORTS 

Mr. Wilson reported on the Staithe, particularly recording that all paperwork had now been received and was well 
documented and in excellent order.  On this point he wished to thank Pat Deane for her previous work.  Further 

thought and discussion would be necessary on certain aspects, including replacement and use of the winches.  Mr. 

Wilson and other WP members favoured having the winches padlocked with a code available to users following a 
short training session.  It was stated by a member of the public that this may be in contravention to agreements 

with Broads Authority and Environment Agency, both of who had contributed (grants) to the staithe improvements 
– checks would need to be made if this pursued.  On the matter of The Beach it was agreed that this would be a 

delightful asset to the village.  Mr Mayhew had refitted the lifesaver and some clearance of deadwood had been 



done.  Charles Birch/Amis & Co would be reinstating quay heading and providing 100 tons of sand.  Signs would be 

erected prohibiting fires and barbecues and a dog bin to be erected – Mr Wilson already had a waste licence.  
Council agreed that when ready a launch with a form of ‘beach party’ would be appropriate to publicize the asset.  

Discussion turned to the presence of huge numbers of geese present around the staithe and those present were 
informed that a demonstration of a laser ‘scare’ device was taking place the following evening.  This was 

completely harmless to birds but did have the effect of scaring them away more or less permanently if used for 

three weeks.  The Broads Authority understood the urgency for dredging and it was expected this would take place 
during winter 2015/16.  Mrs Belsten emphasised once again that time would be needed to properly go through the 

boxes of legal documents recently collected from solicitors.  There were no other working party reports.   
 

11: ACCOUNTS & AUDIT 2014-15 

Mrs Belsten and the Clerk had visited Mr. Gallop the internal auditor, the previous week to obtain guidance as to 

signature and display of accounts bearing in mind the almost complete change of Council since the end of the 

Council year (March 31st 2015).  Advice from Mr. Gallop had indicated that it was the responsibility of the newly 
elected Council to approve (pass) the accounts and also to sign the Mazars audit form.  It is hereby Minuted that 

signing the accounts and audit form is done on the basis they are correct to the best of belief and knowledge – 
signing does not necessarily mean that items of expenditure are condoned.  On this basis – To accept the accounts 

– Proposed: Mr. Mayhew, Seconded: Mr. Lawes.  All In Favour.  To complete, sign and submit the audit return to 

Mazars – Proposed: Mr. Belsten, Seconded: Mr. Lawes.  All In Favour.  The Clerk read the obligatory statements 
from the Mazars form, then Mrs Belsten and Mr Williamson (RFO) duly signed all paperwork.  Note: Copies of the 
accounts and Mazars return will be included within the Minute Book and displayed on the website 

 

12: PAYMENTS 

Council agreed to make a S137 donation of £200 to St. Mary’s Church PCC towards production of the newsletter – 

Proposed: Mrs Manthorpe, Seconded: Mrs Prettyman.  All In Favour.  The Clerk apologised for the lack of bank 
balances (owing to mandate changes) and also pointed out that subtracting the WGA account (refund due) the 

actual amount to authorise was £1,583.93.  To authorise payments – Proposed: Mrs Belsten, Seconded: Mr. 

Belsten.  All In Favour.  Cheques to be withheld for a few days whilst banking arrangements finalised. 

PARISH CURRENT ACCOUNT 
To Reason Amount 

S.A. Williamson Standing Order (30/6) – June Salary (£361.63) / 1 x Mileage To Hickling  
(34 x £0.45 = £15.30) / Allowance (£13.00) less Tax Paid £2.20 

£387.73 

Ward Gethin 
Archer 

Final PC Legal Fees – Note these are deducted from the £26,400.00 paid 

 and authorised at meeting 30th April – REFUND DUE (VAT =  £1,258.00)  

£10,598.30 

Hickling Methodist Fee for room hire – this meeting £12.00 

Iris Monthly S/O for Payroll £4.80 

NPTP 11 NALC Councillor Training (7 @ £50 + 4 @ £45) 1 Chair Training (£75) 
Note: Total of two separate invoices  

£605.00 

Norfolk ALC 12 x Good Councillor Guide @ £2 each + postage £26.80 

St. Mary’s PCC Grant towards Newsletter Costs (Subject to approval at meeting) £200.00 

Business Services 
at CAS 

Parish Insurance 1 June 2015 – 31 May 2016 £347.60 

TOTAL CURRENT ACCOUNT £12,182.23 

PARISH STAITHE ACCOUNT 
 No Payments Due £0.00 

TOTAL STAITHE ACCOUNT £0.00 

RECEIPTS 
No receipts listing available owing to change of banking arrangements (currently in progress) 

BANK BALANCES 
Defibrillator £3,490.72 Other account balances not available owing to change of banking arrangements 

 

13: CLERK INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE 

The Clerk informed that beginning with this meeting a correspondence file would be available for viewing to all 

those attending meetings.  Items at this meeting included a letter from NCC about utilising a 50/50 partnership 



scheme to (possibly) purchase speed indication unit(s).  The police report showed four crimes reported between 20 

May 2015 and 19 June 2015 – 1 x burglary other than a dwelling, 2 x assault (both detected), 1 x causing 
harassment, alarm or distress (detected).  The Clerk also gave details from the supplied Community Wellbeing 

reports from April & May, these showed 750 uses of Hickling Barn in April and 1,255 uses in May with The Barn as 
the polling station saw one of the largest percentage turnouts in the country. 
 

14: COUNCILLORS COMMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA 

Brought to Clerk’s attention – lack of timetables since route alterations in March (write to Sanders Coaches).  

Enquiries and requests for bingo within the village – this already existed so perhaps promotion needed attention.  
Stones had been reported in Tate Loke, residents feel these probably emanate from The Barn driveway. 

 

15: NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for Monday 13th July at 7.00 p.m. (for public session) at The 
Methodist Hall. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 9.40 p.m. 
 

Signed after agreed amendment and approval by 
Council as being a true and accurate record by the 
Chair of the meeting or authorised deputy 

 Dated: 

 
 


