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MINUTES
OF

MEETINGS
2014-15

26th January 2015 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall
PRESENT AT THE MEETING

S. Clarke (Chair), A. Lambard (Vice-Chair). 
Councillors: J.Belsten, P. Berrie, J. Bidewell P. Deane, T. Ellis, P. Piggin, D. Scott, C. Ward.

D. Thomas (NCC), P. Williams (NNDC).
Mr. S. Williamson (Clerk) and initially 27 members of the public

The meeting commenced at 7.16 p.m

OFFICIALS NOTICES (County/District Councillors) 
Mr. Williams notified regarding a wider engagement event at NNDC offices.  Mr. Thomas commented and made
suggestions regarding concerns of speeding motorists.

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr. K. Scott (unwell).   To accept apology – Proposed: Mrs Lambard, Seconded: Mr. Berrie.  All  In Favour.
Apologies had also been received from PCSO Jeanette Boardman 

2: DECLARATIONS

Councillors A. Lambard & P. Deane declared interest as holders of wet berths at Hickling Staithe, Councillor P.
Berrie  declared being holder of  both wet  and dry berths at  Hickling Staithe.   Councillor  C.  Ward declared
pecuniary interest in part of item 9, receiving expenses reimbursement.  

3: FINANCIAL MATTERS & PRECEPT 2015-16

Firstly Mrs Clarke informed about the proposed sale of consolidated stock which was providing such a small
amount of income to be almost worthless.  To sell the stock – Proposed: Mrs Scott, Seconded: Mrs Lambard.  All
In Favour.  Mrs Clarke then briefly explained the paperwork involved with and the discussions at the prior
finance  committee meeting relating to current year budget and estimates for 2015-16.  She stated that finance
committee were recommending a 2015-16 Precept of £8,365.00 which when taken with a grant would amount
to nearly £9,000.00.  To inform NNDC of this figure as Precept for the coming financial year – Proposed: Mrs
Lambard, Seconded: Mr. Ward.  All In Favour.  The breakdown for Council Tax follows: 
Council Tax Band Number of Dwellings 2015-16 Charge 2014-15 Charge Difference

Band A 46 £14.49 £59.31 Minus £44.82
Band B 71 £16.91 £69.25 Minus £52.34
Band C 142 £19.32 £79.15 Minus £59.83
Band D 95 £21.74 £89.04 Minus £67.30
Band E 61 £26.57 £108.83 Minus £82.26
Band F 37 £31.41 £128.62 Minus £97.21
Band G 20 £36.24 £148.40 Minus £112.16

4: MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting held on 4th December 2014 had been prior distributed.  To accept the Minutes as a
true and accurate record – Proposed: Mrs Scott, Seconded: Mrs Ellis.  All In Favour.  The Minutes were duly
signed by the Chair with an addition of a note as requested by Mrs Belsten.



5: MATTERS ARISING

Mr Ward stated that he had attempted without success to obtain part funding for electronic speed warning
signs.  He stated they appeared to cost around £2,000 each.  Without vote Council decided that this was too
expensive to consider at the present time.  At the Clerk’s suggestion it was agreed to contact certain other local
Parishes to see whether some form of shared costs and usage could be established.  Mrs Clarke reported that
the defibrillator had been registered with the Ambulance Service who would inform the Parish Council if they
had used it.  Also agreed to update the website as to committees/working parties.

6: PLANNING

BA/2014/0411/FUL – Erosion protection on Broad – Council response no objections
PF/14/1548 – Conversion of stables at The Croft to holiday accommodation – Council response – objections
citing SS2/HO9/CT5 as per NNDC’s refusal of previous application
PF/14/1581 – Extension and other works at The White House – Council response – no comment.  Property
was owned by a parish councillor and it was agreed that we would make no recommendations on any planning
applications by parish councillors.
NNDC  DECISIONS –  PF/14/1264 –  Brightmere  Farm,  conversion  of  barn  to  residential  dwellings  –
PERMITTED.  PF/14/1394 – Eastfield Farm – installation of photovoltaic array - PERMITTED 

7: HICKLING STAITHE/THE BEACH

Mrs Deane confirmed that the Staithe Forum meeting was scheduled for February 19th at 7 p.m. and that all
interested and involved parties had been made aware.  On the waiting list details would be sent out with the
berth holder rental letters in early March, it seemed that four dry berth holders would be vacating.  The worst
stretch of quay heading to be viewed for possible work later in January. Also viewing of poor condition of rusty
bin by Environmental Health Department officer who would report back as to whether renewal could take place.
The main notice board would be out of action whilst work took place to drainage and hedgerow.  Temporary
board to hold four sheets of A4 paper would be available.  The previously agreed actions to register the staithe
land had been costed at £360 plus vat and disbursements (Cameron Green).  The idea of making this a trust
had been examined but discarded.  Resolution to spend up to £400 on the above (excluding vat/disbursements
– Proposed Mr. Piggin, Seconded Mrs Deane.  All In Favour.

8: VILLAGE REPORTS

On Health & Safety –Mrs Ellis gave a report for the benefit of new councillors -  winches renewed annually at
staithe (most cost effective), life belts checked – two at staithe, one at Chapel Pit, the line needed replacement
at The Beach.  Annual Parish Walk scheduled for August, footpath walk scheduled for spring (both to identify
work needed/desired).  Hickling is deemed a low risk flood area, however it was noted that the highest point in
the village was by St. Mary’s Church.  At times of severe weather in the past, the Parish Council, churches and
community have taken active steps to support the most vulnerable.  On Highways, Mr. Ward stated that he had
prepared in May 2014 and sent to NCC a comprehensive list, some work had been done, other matters still
outstanding.  Regularly reviewed.  There had been no response from IDB following the last meeting but work
was proceeding on the seaward side of The Causeway. 

9: FINANCIAL MATTERS & PAYMENTS

Allotment Charges for 2015-16
Present Rate New Rate Present Rate New Rate

£16.00 £17.00 £26.00 £27.50
£131.00 £139.20 £185.50 £197.00

Proposed: Mr. Berrie, Seconded: Mr. Bidewell  - All In Favour
Dry Berth Charges for 2015-16 (Note: Mr. Berrie had left the room) Non-Parishioners Pay Double

Present Rate New Rate Present Rate New Rate
Up to 14 ft. £77.50 £80.00 Up to 16 ft. £92.50 £95.00
Up to 17 ft. £107.50 £110.00

Proposed: Mr. Bidewell, Seconded: Mrs Belsten  - Vote: 9 For, 0 Against, 1 Abstentions.  Carried



Wet Berth Charges for 2015-16 (Note: Mrs Lambard & Mrs Deane joined Mr. Berrie outside the room
Present Rate New Rate

£17.24 per foot length £17.76 per foot length
The Chair stated that it was important to maintain the staithe.  To keep it maintained, the charges should be
based on small increases annually, rather than maintaining a fixed rate and then impose large increases which
were not popular.  This ensured the berths were full and we now have a waiting list.  

It was duly noted that all dinghies under 14 ft in length were charged for a 14 ft. Berth with the exception of
one berth which could only accommodate a 12 ft. Dinghy – this berth to be charged at 12 ft.  It was agreed to
establish a three year agreement from April 2015 and limit annual increases to no more than the Retail Price
Index at 1st October plus 2% to build up the reserves so that maintenance was able to be carried out when
necessary.

Proposed: Mr. Bidewell, Seconded: Mr. Piggin  - Vote: 7 For, 0 Against, 3 Abstentions.  Carried
Councillors Lambard, Berrie & Deane now returned to the meeting.  The following list of payments due had
been prior circulated.  To pay the accounts due – Proposed: Mr. Piggin, Seconded: Mrs Deane.  Vote – 9 For, 0
Against, 1 Abstention.  Carried. 

PARISH CURRENT ACCOUNT
To Reason Amount

S.A. Williamson S.O. (31/12) – December Salary (£339.90)/ Back pay (£24.20)/Tax Refund 
(£1.00)/ 1 x Mileage To Hickling (34 x £0.45 = £15.30)/Allowance (£13.00)

£393.40

Hickling Methodist Room Hire This Meeting £12.00
Iris Payroll Programme Fee £4.80

Darren Boden Grass Cutting – Underpaid amount £42.00
Darren Boden Grass Cutting £90.00
S. Williamson Annual One quarter Cost of Computer Protection (Norton) £17.35

NALC 3 Copies of Good Councillor Guide @ £2.00 each plus postage £7.15
C. Ward Mileage Councillor trip to Solicitors (Kings Lynn + return - 140 miles) £63.00

Indigo Waste Glass Collection to 17/12/14 (VAT Element £0.80)
(Note HPC Get substantially more than this amount via NCC Claim) 

£4.80

Ward Gethin Archer Legal Fees £2,875.24
NALC Fee For Attendance at Spring Seminar (2 x £30) £60.00

TOTAL CURRENT ACCOUNT £3,569.74

PARISH STAITHE ACCOUNT
NO PAYMENTS DUE

TOTAL STAITHE ACCOUNT £0.00

RECEIPTS
Community £8.38 Staithe £65.00 Base Reward £0.00

BANK BALANCES
Communit
y

£843.70 Staithe £213.96 Base Reward £127,000.00 Defibrillator £3,490.72

10: VILLAGE HALL

Mrs Clarke informed those present that there was a considerable amount to discuss within private session, and
stated that a conference call with the court was scheduled for 9th February after which a court date could be set

11: CLERK INFORMATION

Within this section the Clerk confirmed that written confirmation of defibrillator insurance had been received.
Three crimes had been reported, one in November 2014 (terracotta pots theft) and two in January – a burglary
and a theft from a vehicle that had been detected.  No reports were available from The Barn/well being however
there was news of a strategy preparation about indoor sports facilities that would be passed on to the charity.
Free health checks for qualifying older persons were being promoted as was a scheme for unpaid carers to
receive the benefit of a free computer.  Other news included a Broads Authority planning forum on 19 th February
and early details about the Broads outdoor festival later in the year.  Also from the Broads Authority came news
of the review and initial work on Hickling Broad.  There were two items of correspondence which would be



answered in writing, also a complaint which had been referred to NNDC.
12: NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was announced as Monday 23rd February at the Methodist Hall (7.15 p.m.)

13: COUNCILLORS COMMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA

Mr. Berrie informed of an altercation when he had been confronted by a parishioner in what he described as an
aggressive way.  He stated that he was certain that the then councillors had abused their position of trust when
they used their position as councillors to transfer the trusteeship of the charity from the council to themselves
personally in 2011.  He believed that their appointments of themselves were therefore invalid.  He was also sure
that the contract the councillors then attempted to sign with themselves and under which they were now suing
was invalid due to improper failure to declare councillors prejudicial interests.  He would not be influenced in his
speech or judgement on these matters by an attempts at intimidation.  Councillors felt any repetition should be
notified to police.

Mrs Belsten suggested a private meeting to enable her to be more aware of Freedom of Information matters,
and  also  a  further  meeting  with  a  view  of  improving  communication  between  the  Parish  Council  and
Parishioners.

At this point resolved under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of
the public from the final items on this agenda.  Proposed: Mrs Deane Seconded: Mrs Scott.  All in Favour.

At 8.55 p.m. this part of the meeting was formally closed.  The next section commenced at 9.15 p.m.

14: LEGAL MATTERS

THE MINUTES OF THIS SECTION OF THE MEETING ARE WITHHELD PENDING THE
CONCLUSION OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AND WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE IN THE MINUTE

BOOK AND VIA THE PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE WHEN PRACTICABLE – SEE ABOVE.
THE FULL VERSION OF THE MINUTES WILL CARRY THE APPROVAL SIGNATURE

OF THE CHAIRMAN IN THE USUAL WAY

The meeting closed at 10.15 p.m.

Signed  after  agreed  amendment  and  approval  by
Council as being a true and accurate record by the
Chair of the meeting or authorised deputy

Dated:


