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HICKLING ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 26th APRIL, 2004 AT 7.30pm IN THE COMMUNITY HALL

PRESENT:
MRS V TALLOWIN, CHAIRMAN

MR M ELLIOTT, VICE-CHAIRMAN
MR L BEALES

MR R DONALDSON
MRS K MOODY

MR D PUGH
MR H PURNELL

MRS SHIRLEY CHAPMAN, TREASURER
MRS M LONGBOTTOM, CLERK

The  Chairman  welcomed  everyone  to  the  meeting.  There  were  38  parishioners  and  one  guest  in 
attendance.    Apologies  were  received  from  Councillors  Eric  Lindo,  Harry  Purnell  and  Tony 
Woodman, from District Councillors Clive Stockton and Simon Partridge, from parishioner Geraldine 
Smith and from the Vicar Neville Khambatta.  

1.MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
After discussion, the parishioners decided not to approve the minutes of the last meeting, noting 
that they had not received enough time to read through them.  

2.MATTERS ARISING
As the minutes were not approved, matters arising were not considered.

3.FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
a)    Parish Council

The Treasurer noted that the accounts she would be presenting were unaudited ones.  Copies 
of the break-down of the income and expenditure figures for the year ending 31 st March 2004 
were distributed to the meeting, and are appended to these minutes.    The balances at 31st 

March 2004 are:

Balance 
Cash in bank (31/03/03) £ 101,811
Income      19,596

   121,407

Expenditure      35,282
Balance (31/03/04) £   86,125

The Treasurer noted that of this balance of £86,125, a sum of £47,000 is held on account under  
terms of the Charity Commissioners.

b) Hickling Charities
Mrs Battley, Treasurer of Hickling Charities, presented the report on behalf of the Trustees: 
Mr John Beales  (Chairman),  Mr Bernard Ellis (Vice-Chairman),  Mr Mark Harris and Mrs 
Beryl Battley:

Balance forward @ 01.04.03 £  2,104.66
Receipts  

Hook Farm     1,700.00
Allotments        620.00
Bank interest            7.14     2,327.14
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Total Receipts  £ 4,431.80

Less Payments
Drainage Board           64.02
Christmas gifts (82)  2,570.00
Stationery           24.00      2,658.02

Balance at Barclays @ 31.03.2004 £  1,773.78
  

     c) Widows Acre
Mrs  Moody  presented  this  report  on  behalf  of  the  Trustees  –  herself  and  Mrs  Merrie  
Longbottom.  She thanked Mr Ted Butler, who with the late Mr Eric Myhill, had served as 
Trustee for many years.

Dividends on the invested funds to November 30th 2003 were £248.02.  This together with 
£210.82 carried forward from previous year, plus Bank Interest of 15p, gave a total of £458.97 
on deposit at Barclays Bank.

Christmas payments of £255.00 (i.e. 17 persons at £15 each) have left a balance of £203.97 to 
be carried forward.  

     d) Wells Charity
Mrs J Morris, Secretary to the Trustees, was unable to be present and is stepping down from 
her position.  It will be taken by the Clerk, who gave the following report:

The  Trustees  of  the  Wells  Charity,  namely  Rev’d  Neville  Khambatta,  Kath  Moody  and 
Michael Elliott, agreed to the purchase of four book tokens of £10, totalling £40.  £30 was 
withdrawn from the account, and the remaining £10 was donated by one of the Trustees.  The 
book tokens were presented to Year 3 pupils at Hickling First School.

Statement of Account as at 20th April 2004
Income Expenses
The Charities Official £32.06 Book Tokens £ 30.00
Investment Fund Dividends
Bank Interest £  4.26 Balance c/f £   6.32

£36.32

Balance b/f  £ 6.32

Balance at bank at 4th April 2003 £363.27
Add surplus for year to 31st March £    6.32

Balance at National Westminster Bank at 20th April 2004 £369.59

4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
This has been the first year of this new Parish Council.  We have five new Parish Councillors since last 
year – Ross Donaldson, Bernard Ellis, Eric Lindo, David Pugh and Peter Sparks.  These five new 
members jointed existing Parish Councillors who were Michael Elliott, Laurence Beales, Kath Moody, 
Harry Purnell, Tony Woodman and myself.  I would like to thank all the Parish Councillors for the 
work they have undertaken in the past twelve months, which must have been the most difficult for the 
Parish Council in recent times.

I would also thank Merrie Longbottom for her work as Parish Clerk and Shirley Chapman for her work 
in her full first year as our new Treasurer.  The workload of both has been very high this year and in no 
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way compensated by the level  of honorarium which they receive.  So a special thank-you to both of 
them for all the unpaid hours they put in.

The Parish Council Archives 1895-1990, plus the 1808 Inclosure Award and the accompanying map 
are all at the Norfolk Records Office.  Many thanks to Peter Brown for producing a tracing of the map. 
The  Parish  Council  property  deeds  are  now  all  deposited  together  at  Barclays  Bank,  Stalham.

Thank you to everyone who turned up to help clear up the Chapel Pit after the Norfolk Wildlife Trust 
kindly cut the reed in November.

Mike Youngs has retired from the Youth Club after leading it for 31 years.  We extend our thanks to 
him on behalf of all the youth of Hickling who have joined in over the years.

The Parish Hearse (wooden bier) has now been returned to the village, thanks to Harvey Gibbons and 
Tony Woodman.  Many thanks to St Mary’s PCC for providing housing for the hearse in the church.  
The history of the hearse is now being researched by the local history group.

You are probably asking why this has been such a difficult year for the Parish Council.  There are 
several factors – all of them resulting in financial strains on the Parish’s funds.  Firstly, we have had to 
bring our property up to new standards which meet new Health & Safety requirements.  This has meant 
that money has had to be spent on both the Community Hall and the Recreation Ground Changing 
Rooms.

Secondly, we have had to provide disabled access for the Community Hall, as well as to make 
provision for new disabled toilets.  Thirdly, we have had to renew two-thirds of the quay-heading on 
the Parish Staithe.  Fourthly, as the organizers of this year’s King John’s Market celebrations found 
out, insurance costs are rising steeply and we fully expect this year’s insurance costs to equal last 
year’s Parish Precept.

So as you will see from the Financial Summary given out this evening, we had a loss of £2,300 on the 
Community Hall on top of a loss of £1,800 last year.  We face having to renew part or all of the thatch 
of this building in the next two or three years.  The cost will be between £10,000 and £30,000.  The 
Recreation Ground has cost the Parish £3,030 against an income of £100 – a loss of £2,930.

The Parish Staithe has cost Hickling Parishioners £2,413 this past year and we face renewing the 
remainder of the quay heading in the next two or three years.  Already this financial year – which is 
three weeks old – we have had to lay a hard surface to the slipways at a cost of £500 which has not 
been budgeted for.  And, incidentally, we have had to replace the Parish tractor mower at a cost of 
around £1500, which is not in the budget as it was not expected.

On top of the costs of our three main assets, we also have to run the Parish affairs, and such items as 
Clerk and Treasurer’s fees, insurance, administration costs, grass-tree-and hedge cutting, etc. amounts 
to another £10,000.  Oh yes – even the village sign is in need of urgent repair.  Have a look when you 
next walk past and you will see what I mean.

Despite all these pressures, we have been able to keep the Parish Precept at a reasonable rate.  The 
actual amount of the increase this year is equal to the cost of one copy of the Eastern Daily Press per 
week per household.  Our precept remains the lowest of the four parishes in the Waterside Ward.  We 
have been able to draw on our financial reserves to carry us through.  Our reserves stood at £101,000 at 
the beginning of the financial year and have fallen by £14,500 during the year.  We are restricted by the 
Charity Commission in terms of how much of our reserves we can spend without taking steps to 
replenish them.  Anyway, even if that were not the case, we cannot live on our savings for long before 
facing bankruptcy.

As a Parish, we certainly cannot afford to take on any more liabilities which would put further strain on 
the village’s finances.  There is no doubt that buildings which were once thought of as assets have fast 
become liabilities because of new legislation, rising insurance costs, and ever-higher maintenance costs 
as the buildings age and deteriorate.  Looking overall at the Parish finances, we have reviewed the 
rental rates for this building but there is a limit as to what we can charge without driving away custom, 
and we really are limited in terms of what income we can generate from the recreation ground.  There 



4 

is no doubt that over the years the rental levels on the Staithe have fallen behind comparable facilities.  
We have checked with other parish councils and have found that we were below the ‘going rate’ 
particularly for wet berth rentals.  Several  parishes, such as Martham and Thurne, have introduced 
charges in the past two years and we know, for example, that Martham rentals are higher than 
Hickling’s.

We also have to bear in mind the cost of other mooring facilities in Hickling and have found that 
mooring charges were up to 4 times higher depending on which side of the dyke the boat was moored – 
no more facilities on the other side of the dyke either.  Even the new wet berth rental charges are still 
only a third to a quarter of what is charged on the other parts of Hickling Staithe.  Dry berths are now 
charged on the same basis as wet berths, which is according to the length of the boat.  At the end of last 
season we actually had a small waiting list for dry berths, which is the first for many years.

So that is the background to the work of the Parish Council in the past twelve months and now you will 
understand why I said it has been a difficult year.  I know you will join me when I repeat my grateful 
thanks to the members and officers of the Parish Council for the work they have undertaken this year.

a. Mr Bailey suggested that the Parish Council take legal advice on the distribution of draft 
minutes.

b. Mr Barnes suggested that boat-holders meet to discuss issues at the Parish Staithe with the 
Staithe Sub-Committee.

c. Mr Kemp thanked the Chairman for her report, and suggested that it be printed in the next 
issue of Hickling News Sheet.

d. Mr Lawrence had written outlining concerns about Parish Staithe income.  Former Chairman 
and long-time Councillor Mr John Beales replied that the income from the Parish Staithe had 
always gone into the general fund for the benefit of all Hickling parishioners.  The Chairman 
noted that there was no wording in the deeds which would be contrary to this practice.

e. Mr Mike Youngs, in acknowledging the thanks extended to him for running the Youth Club 
for 31 years in Hickling, noted that facilities for the youth of Hickling were much-needed and 
urged the Trustees of the Village Hall, as well as parishioners and the Parish Council – to keep 
this in mind in any future plans.

5. FUTURE OF VILLAGE HALL, STUBB ROAD
Mr John Beales, chairman of the Trustees of the Village Hall, Stubb Road, addressed the meeting about 
the future of the Hall.  Because of the condition of the building, the fact that the Youth Club had closed 
and no longer used the premises, and the fact that the Snooker Club was the only club using the facility 
and had to carry the financial burden of running the facility, the Trustees asked the meeting to approve 
the selling of the site.  Outline planning permission for dwelling/s will be sought to maximise the 
amount the site could realize.  The Trustees would then call a public meeting to decide – in conjunction 
with the Charity Commissioners – how the monies realised from the sale could be put back into 
facilities for the village.  Andrew Lawson offered distribution facilities through the Newsagents if the 
Trustees wished to publicise the sale and re-investment of proceeds.

 Mr Beales therefore proposed, and Mr Butler seconded, the motion that the parishioners present 
approve the sale of the site.  A vote was taken, with 31 for the proposal, and 7 abstentions.  Therefore, 
the motion was approved.

6.  REPORTS FROM VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
Reports were received from various organizations in Hickling, and these are appended to these 
minutes.  Comments received after the reports from the School and Hickling Hunnies included:

a.  Mr Barnes suggested that the Annual Parish Minutes contain the thanks and appreciation of 
the parishioners for the good work undertaken by the School and the Hunnies.  This was 
agreed by all.  Clerk to write letter of thanks.

b. Mr Griffiths queried the increasing usage of the Community Hall by the Hunnies.  He was 
assured that the Council would continue to seek to accommodate all bookings from 
parishioners.
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c. Mrs Elliott, in response to a query, noted that the PFI funding for Hickling School might mean 
that, at some point in the future, the Hunnies would be accommodated at the refurbished 
school.

7. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
A report from District Councillors Clive Stockton and Simon Partridge was received, and this is 
appended to these minutes.

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
a. Mr Berrie queried communication arrangements with parishioners; he also raised the need 

for forward financial planning.
b. Mr Lawson queried Community Hall expenses; he suggested that tiles might be 

considered for the re-roofing, rather than the existing thatch.
c. Mr Barnes queried communication with parishioners via the Council Notice Board and 

the possible provision of a Hickling web-site.
d. Mr Burdett suggested that all reports from village organizations at this annual parish 

meeting be printed as appendices, rather than in the body of the minutes.
e. Mr Griffiths thanked the Parish Council for their help in resolving the sewage problems at 

his and neighbouring properties.
f. Mr Bailey had written to the Council asking that a parish meeting be called to consider 

the flood risk/implications.  The Chairman and Clerk replied that such a meeting had been 
requested over 12 months ago, but that policies were still not approved and in place.  
Clerk will write again to the Environment Agency.

g. Mr Kemp had written to the Council noting several points, including ways of better 
informing parishioners about Council activities; the production of a Parish Council 
statement about its role and objectives, and a forward plan of its activities; definition of 
planning policy; the request for additional public meetings; and dates by which these 
activities should be completed.  These matters will be considered by the Parish Council.

h. Mr Tansley had written to the Council noting concerns about the Parish Staithe berths and 
charges.  He also noted an anomaly in the minutes where the new charges were discussed 
and approved.  The Parish Council will consider these concerns.

i. The Clerk tendered her resignation, thanking the Parish Council for the opportunity to 
serve the Councillors and the parishioners of Hickling over the last five years.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting was closed at 9.45pm.
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ADDENDUM  TO  2004  HICKLING  ANNUAL  PARISH  MEETING  –  ORGANISATION 
REPORTS
1.  Hickling First School.  The school continues to have a good number of children on role.  The 
numbers have fluctuated between 54 and 51 all this year.  There are 14 children leaving us to go to 
Middle School in July and 14 to join us in September.  We also continue to have a healthy waiting list 
which is good for the future of the school.

In July, three years as a Beacon School comes to an end as the government is no longer funding 
Beacon schools.   During our three years we have used our extra money to support a variety of work 
and training across the first schools in the Stalham cluster.  Last year we hosted our second 
Multicultural Day with over 400 children attending.  This was followed by a Circus performance for 
the village on the Saturday night.  The school supported all the cluster schools’ visit to see The 
Puppeteers company production of the Happy Prince.  Training has been provided for a large number 
of classroom assistants and mid-day supervisors.

We have finally got rid of our collection of very old sheds at the back of the school and we are now the 
owners of a very splendid new large shed.  This has had a large paved area put down outside it so that 
we have a big safe outdoor play area for our younger children.

We continue to get help and support from several people in the village.  Four ladies come on a regular 
basis into the school to help with reading.  Mrs Lond continues to play the piano very regularly.  Our 
neighbour has also been very efficient at getting rid of the moles in the school ground.  We thank all 
these people who have supported us over the year.

A big thank you must also go to all school governors who continue to support the school.  It has just 
been decided that the school will be part of the Local Authority PFI project for building in schools.  We 
spent most of last year on the reserve list and were only told at the beginning of April that we were to 
be included in the group of 37 schools that are part of this building project.  We will get improvements, 
remodelling and new buildings.  We are not scheduled to get these buildings until 2006 at the earliest.  
The reorganization of the schools in the Stalham area is also moving ahead.  In 2006 this school will 
become an infant school.

We have welcomed two new members of staff this school year.  Mrs Ann Noyes has joined our 
teaching staff and Mrs Alison Hennings has joined our learning support assistants.  We hope with the 
stable numbers of pupils in the school that the school will continue to be an important part of village 
life.  Ann Brown, Head Teacher

2.  Hickling Hunnies.  We have had an extremely successful year with playgroup bursting at the 
seams.  Due to popular demand, we applied to Ofsted twice over the last 6 months to increase our daily 
intake of childcare places; the latest increase in February means that we can now offer 25 places 5 days 
a week – quite an achievement!

  
Not only have we increased the number of childcare places, we were successful in our bid for a grant to 
provide Wrap-round-Care and can now offer longer hours of care, which will give parents the 
opportunity to return to employment.  The grant has made it possible to provide playgroup with a new 
shed, play equipment and provide a rest area for the children.  We were also successful in our 
application with Broadland 102’s Santa Claus and we were awarded a cheque for £100.

A fantastic show was given by the playgroup children in the Christmas Nativity play with standing 
room only and the Christmas party was also very well attended, where a great time was had by all.  The 
Toddler group continues to grow at an alarming rate, with more than 18 mums and toddlers now 
attending on a regular basis for coffee and chat!  We have had two great fund-raising events; first was 
our Big Toddle for Barnardos which helped us to raise £145 for us and £437 for Barnardos!  Our Big 
Toddle 2 will take place on 9th June followed (weather permitting) a Teddy Bears picnic.  Our second 
event was the Christmas bazaar, which raised over £350 – another great effort!

March saw the arrival of the Ofsted Inspector, where, after a morning’s inspection, we received the 
highest pass mark awardable.  The Inspector made particular reference to the staff being a good role 
model for the children and that the setting had a lovely atmosphere.  Sadly, at the forthcoming AGM in 
November, we shall lose Donna and Julia (Chairperson and Secretary) due to their term of office 
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ending.  We are hoping to recruit some eager Mums and Dads onto the Committee so that the 
playgroup continues to flourish and prosper.

3.  Women’s Institute.  President – Sue Benjamin; Secretary – Gwen Gray; Treasurer – Penny 
Vincent; Committee – Joyce Tallowin, Jean Beck, Vivian Wallace.  Our meetings are held in the 
Methodist Hall on the second Monday in the month.  We have additional meetings in the winter 
months on the fourth Monday; times and programme are in the village News Sheet.  We currently have 
36 members and our funds are in good health, thanks to fund-raising events; a jumble sale last 
September raised £250 and our recent Ploughman’s lunch raised £215.  We have been able to donate 
money to a village school project in Africa, disabled children and their families, the Air Ambulance, 
and the Village News Sheet.  We, through the National Federation of WI’s, have brought to the 
attention of the government three proposals:  children’s diets, care of older people and vocational 
training.

We have enjoyed outings to How Hill – with lunch and a conducted tour, and a visit to the Theatre 
Royal to see “Kiss Me Kate”.  A Dabble Day at Stalham WI, making beautiful birthday and Christmas 
cards was enjoyed by members, and we all had a gala Christmas dinner at the Greyhound.  Our 
speakers have told us about picture restoration, lighthouse keeping, Indian embroidery, African 
wildlife, fashion in the 40’s, life in the 17th century, pruning, and personal finance.  We have a group of 
members who swim regularly.  And the new art group was set up at the request of WI members 
(although I must add that this is for the whole village, and not just WI). 

In the future, we are planning an outing to Pensthorpe in August, and a series of purely social coffee 
mornings and afternoon teas to get to know our newer members and to recruit new members.  We 
appreciate the efforts the Parish Council are making towards the building of the village sign flowerbed 
and look forward to planting it up in the autumn.  Sue Benjamin.

4. Football Club – to come from L Beales
5. Bowls Club – to come from L Beales
6. Snooker Club – to come from Kath Moody
7.  Hickling Local History Group.  During the past year, the Group has run a busy programme of field 
meetings and indoor meetings and been involved in a variety of other activities, as reported below:  As at 
today’s date, the Group has 109 members.

18th May 2003: The Group was invited to set up an exhibit highlighting key aspects of the history of 
Hickling at the BBC Radio Norfolk’s Local History Day at The Forum in Norwich.

28th and 29th June 2003:  14th Field Meeting.  A walk from St. Mary’s Church to Hickling Hall and then on 
to Whinmere Farm via Hall Cottages, Whinmere Wood Lodge and Whinmere Cottages.

5th August 2003:  15th Field Meeting.  An evening walk from the Village Sign to The Old Rectory and the 
area around Brightmere Farm, followed by a Group discussion at the Community Hall on various aspects of 
the Group’s activities.

7th September 2003: The Group hosted 22 members of Aylsham Local History Society on a historical tour 
of Hickling.  The tour began at St Mary’s Church and Town Street and then on through the village to the 
Methodist Chapel where John Beales gave a short talk on Methodism.  In the Boat House at the Staithe, 
refreshments were provided while the visitors inspected an exhibition of photographs, presented by Pat and 
Mike Deane, of the Broad and the Staithe.

27th and 28th September, 2003:  16th Field Meeting.  A walk along Staithe Road and the Lokes leading off 
the road to study the history the area.

15th October 2003: A small group of members was privileged to visit the Norfolk Record Office in its new 
location next to County Hall before its official opening date.  After a guided tour which included the 
Conservation Room and the Strong Rooms which are not normally open to the public, they were able to 
look at several documents, maps, minute books, records relating to Hickling.
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27th October 2003: The third Annual General Meeting was attended by 53 members with 15 apologies.  Ivor 
Kemp retired from the Committee after three successful years as Chairman and in the absence of a 
nomination for his replacement, the Secretary agreed to become Acting Chairman in the interim.  

14th December 2003:  17th Field Meeting.  The Churchyard Survey Sub-Group presented its published 
Survey to the Group and St Mary’s Church.  A new leaflet “A Visitor’s Guide to St Mary’s Church” which 
the Publications Sub-Committee had produced, was issued to members and is now available in the church 
for the use of visitors.  Guest ‘speaker’, Nick Hindle, exhibited some of his award- winning memorial 
stones.

24th February 2004: The Group was privileged to be invited to preview the Waxham Great Barn prior to its 
official opening next week and was given an extensive tour of the renovated and restored buildings.  The 
Barn will be open to the public on 3rd May and several of the Group’s members have volunteered to act as 
guides during the summer.

5th  April 2004: At this Group Meeting, Ivor Kemp talked about Rogationtide and the proposed ‘beating the 
bounds’ walks planned for May 2004.  Reports were received from sub-committees and sub-groups and 
Peter Brown presented the facsimile of the 1808 Hickling Inclosure Award Map which he has copied from 
an original copy of the map deposited at the NRO.

15th April 2004: The Group escorted 15 members of the U3A Town and Village Walks Group from 
Norwich on a tour of Hickling.  They started at St Mary’s Church and continued through the village to the 
Greyhound where they stopped for lunch before going on to the Staithe.

The Group greatly appreciates the help and hospitality extended to its members by local landowners and 
residents during these walks and meetings.

The Group was extremely grateful to the Parish Council for its kind offer of the use of space at the 
Community Hall to house the Group’s archives.  The keys to the room were formally handed over to the 
Group at the AGM in October 2003.  The room was completely repainted, shelving installed, curtains hung 
and a plan chest acquired, all with generous donations of time, skill and money from our members.

The Publications sub-committee has produced quarterly newsletters and field meeting notes as well as notes 
for the visitors from Alysham and the U3A and a leaflet written by Ivor Kemp on King John’s Charter to 
commemorate this 800th anniversary year.  A major publishing project was the production of the 
Churchyard Survey.  Two sets of three folders contain complete details of all the gravestone inscriptions in 
the old and new grave yards, burial and cremation records and a history of the churchyard written by Ivor 
Kemp as well as a plan of the churchyard showing the location of each grave.  The Group has undertaken to 
update these records as burials and cremations take place.  This sub-committee also revised and produced 
the leaflet “A Visitors Guide to St Mary’s Church” and have agreed to maintain a stock of these guides in 
the Church at the Group’s expense.

The Field Meetings sub-committee organised four field meetings during the year, as noted earlier in this 
report.  Their work involved extensive research on the areas to be covered by the walks and the compilation 
of historic background notes for the walkers.

The Archives sub-committee have been working on the massive project of sorting, classifying and indexing 
the collection of historic material which has been donated and collected so far.  It is an on-going project 
which will take some time to complete.  Although we are unable to open the room on a regular basis at 
present, should anyone wish to do some research, we can arrange for access.

The special interest sub-groups, Buildings Survey and Drainage and Flooding, have continued with their 
studies and projects.  The Town Street Area and Contemporary History sub-groups have recently been 
formed.

The Group was admirably served by Ivor Kemp as Chairman until he stepped down from the chair at the 
last AGM  and I would like to extend our most sincere appreciation to him for his dedication to the Group’s 
activities.  He continues to be greatly involved in many areas especially continuing to write for our 
publications.  I would also like to express my personal thanks to all members of the Committee, Sub-
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Committees and Sub-Groups who have worked so hard during the past year to make the Local History 
Group events and publications such a success.  Yvonne Pugh, Acting Chairman

8. Hickling Ladies Group.  Committee members:  Mrs P Crabtree, Mrs D George, Mrs V Jarvis, Mrs 
P Watton.  The number of ladies committed to the group is 45.  We also have others who attend 
meetings of particular interest.  We had our first Open Meeting for members plus friends, both male 
and female, in July for a social evening with BBQ.  In spite of a thunderstorm, just as we were starting, 
a good evening was enjoyed by all.  We, therefore, held another Open Evening in February, when we 
were entertained by the Broadland Bells, together with volunteers dragged from the audience.

Rain also arrived just as we started a walk at Briggate in May, however the weather during the outing 
to Ranworth was glorious.  Two competitions were held, with prizes being vouchers to spend at the 
Treasure Box and Hickling Stores provided by the group’s funds.  The mince pie tasting competition 
had the added bonus of two mystery cooks from the village making the pies everyone liked the most.  
Many meetings managed to have food involved!  The September Supper featured food and recipes 
from Norfolk, with entertainment by Norah Brindid and David Osborne.  Once again, a most enjoyable 
meal was had at Wayford Bridge in December.  Other speakers have informed us about weather vanes, 
Hickling history, the Order of St John, crafts, and this month – the Air Ambulance.

Donations have been 1) Hickling News Sheet/Hickling First School/ Hickling Hunnies of £65; £20 to 
St John’s Ambulance; and £125 to the Air Ambulance.  It is due to the great support from our 
members, together with their generosity towards the raffles that enables us to keep annual costs low 
and to subsidise the Christmas meal.  The Committee thanks all members and would like to welcome 
any lady who wishes to come along and meet us all.

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
The North Norfolk District Council, formed following elections in May 2003, is an administration with 
an overall Liberal-Democrat majority.  We have established our main and secondary priorities, with the 
main priorities being:
1. Housing and Active Communities.  To reduce homelessness and to ensure decent affordable housing 
for local residents, whilst developing the district economy to provide better job, career and training 
opportunities across the area both in rural and urban locations.

2.  Waste Management and the Environment.  To successfully manage and develop the district’s new 
domestic waste collection and recycling regime to achieve challenging recycling targets and the overall 
minimization of waste, and to ensure a sustainable environment for the enjoyment of local people and 
visitors.

3.  First Class Resource Management.  To manage the Council’s resources efficiently and effectively 
and to make sensible choices in setting priority and service-led budgets which do not burden council 
tax payers with unnecessary or unjustifiable costs.

Secondary priorities set include, for example, transport and working partnership, these being areas 
where the District Council cannot necessarily directly control matters but can, of course, exert 
influence towards improvement.

Progress to date on the main priorities include;
1. a.   A Local Plan Review, and the setting up of an officer base and working party to enable 

progress on affordable housing, whilst taking account of the beauty of our area.
     b.  The introduction of a Council Tax increase on second homes in the area, with the funds 

generated going towards local improvements.
c.  The completion of a new Economic Development Strategy for the area to involve other 
partners, funding opportunities, service providers, and the local business base to enable economic 
growth.

2. The implementation of a new waste contract which must meet central government recycling 
targets.

3.  a.  A review of all the Council’s activities to both address outside criticism from the last 
Comprehensive Performance Assessment, and to ensure a most cost-effective, customer-orientated 
and efficient Council.
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b.  The production of a Corporate Plan which addresses the above.  This does include some staff 
reductions carried out on a voluntary basis.

Major issues we currently face include:
1.  The implementation of the new waste contract.  It is fully appreciated that this “Wheelie Bin” issue 
is very contentious and a worry to many people, but it is driven by government recycling targets which 
must be met and we are endeavouring to do so in the only practical way which allows successful 
recycling on the scale required.  (The national average recycling target is some 25% by 2005 – ours in 
Norfolk is 36% by the same time).  We are implementing both exceptions and exemptions policies 
where these are patently necessary.  We do need the cooperation of all for this to succeed but most will 
agree that less waste and more recycling are essential for the future.

2.  Council Housing.  In common with most other Councils we are having to look at alternatives for the 
future of running Council houses.  The options available are being, and will continue to be, well 
publicised and discussed with council tenants, who must agree any change through a vote in about one 
year’s time.

3.  Homelessness.  We must reduce the use of Bed and Breakfast for the homeless according to new 
government regulations and yet still be able to provide the necessary service.

4.  Licensing.  We have set up a new department to deal with the licensing of public houses, hotels, off-
licenses, etc. to comply with new legislation which transfers the licensing responsibilities to Councils 
from Magistrates.  This is a hugely complex exercise which is currently delayed awaiting detailed 
government regulations to be published.

This report, by necessity, has been brief and has only touched on the major issues.  It should be noted 
that, in overall terms, it is the intention of the Council to provide better value for money, more easily 
accessible services and to improve the quality of life in North Norfolk.  Simon Partridge and Clive 
Stockton



HICKLING ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 11th APRIL, 2005 AT 7.00pm IN THE COMMUNITY HALL

PRESENT:
MRS V TALLOWIN, CHAIRMAN

MR M ELLIOTT, VICE-CHAIRMAN
MR L BEALES

MR R DONALDSON
MRS K MOODY

MR D PUGH
MR H PURNELL
MRS G SMITH

MR T WOODMAN
MR P SPARKS

MRS SHIRLEY CHAPMAN, CLERK

The Chairman welcomed District Councillor Simon Partridge and  49 parishioners to the meeting also 
one  guest  Janice  Howell,  Community Development  Field  Officer  from Norfolk  Rural  Community 
Council
Apologies were received from Councillors Eric Lindo, and District Councillor Clive Stockton 

1.MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

These were approved and signed as seen.

2.MATTERS ARISING

No Matters arising

3.FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

a)    Parish Council
The Treasurer noted that the accounts she would be presenting were unaudited ones.  Copies 
of the break-down of the income and expenditure figures for the year ending 31 st March 2005 
were distributed to the meeting, and are appended to these minutes.    The balances at 31st 

March 2005 are:

Balance 
Cash in bank (31/03/04) £    87388
Income       25782

    113170 

Expenditure      27849
Balance (31/03/05) £   85321

 The Treasurer noted that although our income was up compared to the budget once again   
 expenses exceeded the budget forecast, but we had purchased a new mower at a cost of £7500 
 of which we drew £5000 from the savings account to help with the cost. The Council has also 
 put into place other measures to help cut costs for the coming year. The balance of £85,321 
 included  a  sum  of  £47,000  that  is  held  on  account  under  the  terms  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners.
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b) Hickling Charities

             Trustees : Mr John Beales (Chairman)
                              Mr Bernard Ellis (Vice-Chairman)
                              Mr Mark Harris
                              Mrs Beryl Battley – Clerk Tel no. 01 692 598766

Summary as per Receipt and Payment Account

Balance forward @ 01/04/2004 £ 1773.00

Receipts Hook Farm £1700.00
Allotments     765.00
Bank Interest          4.87 £ 2469.87

Total Receipts £ 4243.65

Less Payments Drainage Board £    71,76
Christmas Gifts   3180.00
Stationary       20.93 £ 3272.69

Balances @ 31/03/2005 £  970.96 

c) Widows Acre

Statement of Accounts – Year ending 30.11.04

Balance at Barclays at 30.11.04 £ 203.97
Dividends from Investments    249.97

-------------
£ 453.94

Less Christmas Payments    225.00

Balance to c/f £228.94

Dividends to November 30th 2004 were £249.97. This, together with £203.97 carried forward 
from the previous year, gave a total of £453.94 on deposit at Barclays Bank.

Christmas payments of £ 225.00 (ie. 15 payments of £15 each) have left a balance of £228.94 to 
be carried forward.

Trustee: Mrs M S Longbottom

d) Wells Charity

The Trustees of the Wells Charity namely Rev’d  Neville Khambatta, Kath Moody and Michael 
Elliott agreed to the purchase of three book tokens of £10 each, totaling £30, which was duly drawn 
from the Account. In order to present book tokens to two boys and two girls at Hickling School, the 
remaining £10 was donated by one of the Trustees. Tokens were presented to Year 3 pupils at the 
leaving Ceremony.
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                                    Statement of Accounts at 11th April 2005

              Income    Expenditure

         Investment Fund Dividends                £31.07                        Book Tokens £30.0
         Bank Interest               £  7.41

               TOTAL                 £38.48

                                                                                                            Balance c/f     £ 8.48

                               Balance at Bank 20th April 2004                           £369.59

     Surplus for year to 31st March b/f                 £  8.48

  Balance at NatWest Bank at 11th April 2005 £ 378.07

Mrs M Longbottom Secretary to Trustees 11th April 2005

       4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

 We  have  had two changes on our Parish Council since last year in that our Treasurer Shirley 
Chapman has taken over the post of Clerk since Merrie Longbottom resigned. Also we have co-opted 
on Geraldine Smith in place of Bernard Ellis who resigned.

The Staithe

A New Wet Berth agreement for 3 years has now been implemented and this will be followed by one 
for dry berths ready for the next year.
The Staithe Forum was formed with a meeting in November and one in January unfortunately the 
March meeting was cancelled. These meetings were chaired by Eric Lindo and have been well attended 
with several ideas and suggestions being put forward.

The Gwen Amis Notice Board

This has been erected at the Parish Staithe and made by Dudly Turner (nephew of Gwen Amis) and is 
used constantly. It contains a map of the village and various notices etc. This was done with a donation 
from the Executors of Gwen Amis and the shortfall made up by the Council.

The Web Site

This has been set up by Brian Sainsbury to whom I would like to express our thanks for all his time, 
hardwork and patience in getting this off the ground,  it has not been easy.
 www.hickling-village-norfolk.co.uk

The Village Sign

This has now been repaired and repainted and our thanks to Dudley Turner for his craftsmanship in 
repairing this and to Pat Deane who wolunteered to repaint the sign and spent 40 hours of her time 
doing so. I would also like to thank everyone who gave their help to re-erect the sign, it does really 
look splendid.
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We have been trying to cut down on our running costs –

Grasscutting. This cost us approx £5500 last year including fuel,labour contracting and repairs so after 
a lot of time and effort by David Pugh and Ross Donaldson collecting data etc it was decided to 
purchase a large mower costing approx £7500. This is being manned by several volunteers who have so 
generously offered their time to mow the grass. Mr Rodney Grimes will cut the churchyard for a set 
fee.

Field by the Church

The field was rented from the Mills Estate by the Parish Council for £200. This has now been passed 
over to the Church so saving £200 pa..

Toilets at Recreation Ground.

It was decided to close the toilets attachd to the changing room building, as the public toilets at the 
Staithe are now open all year, a saving of £600 pa. The Hickling Football Club will now be 
responsible for the toilets/changing rooms, as they use them on matchdays. 

Plot behind the Community Hall

A plot of land was offered to the Council and the Councillors agreed that this would be an amenity 
to the community Hall  and the council put in a bid of £6500 , but unfortunately we lost out. The 
Vendors agent wrote to say and I quote “an offer has been received for the land which is so 
substantially in excess of your offer that my clients decided it was too good to refuse”. This was 
very disappointing as it would have been a great asset to the Community Hall.

I would like to thank Shirley for all her help and hard work and all the Councillors for their help and 
support during the year. We are sorry to lose Eric who has resigned from the Council to take effect 
from the end of April. I would like to thank him very much for all the hours and hard work he has put 
in over the years firstly as Treasurer then Councillor in which he was Chairman of the Financial Staithe 
working parties. We wish him well for the future and hope that the operation to replace both knee joints 
is successful.

5. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
A report from District Councillor Simon Partridge was received, and this is appended to these minutes.

6. REPORTS FROM VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
Reports were received from various organisations in Hickling, and these are appended to these minutes. 
They were on display in the hall for any  interested party to read them.

7.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting was closed at 7.25pm

The meeting continued as the Formal Village Plan meeting  which explained the reasoning behind a village 
plan, a synopsis of the present Hickling and suggestions for the future Hickling, these will be formalised into a 
questionnaire. Then the results collated into a 5 - 10 year plan for the future benefit of Hickling village.
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ADDENDUM  TO  2005  HICKLING  ANNUAL  PARISH  MEETING  –  ORGANISATION 
REPORTS

Annual Report   Hickling W.I. 2005      

Hickling W.I. continues to run smoothly under the guidance of our 
president - Sue Benjamin.
We have had an interesting year with several excellent speakers.
In order to be able to pay their fees, we have increased our funds by having 
a Jumble Sale in September and this raised £250 and in November we had a 
successful Ploughman's Lunch which raised £215.
For our birthday meeting we again asked Linda Scholes to entertain us 
which, as usual was very much appreciated by our members and guests.
We had a successful outing to Pensthorpe in August which was enjoyed by 
all. During the summer we had three very pleasant teas in member's 
gardens. We hope this venture will increase membership, at the present
time, this stands at 31 members. We were very sad at the death Phyllis Tate 
who had been a much liked and respected President in past years.
Gwen Gray has been extremely good in staying on as secretary but she has 
at last been able to retire. Evelyn Eagling has volunteered to take over 
this job. We are very grateful to her. Penny Vincent takes care of 
our accounts and is a first class treasurer.
We look forward to our 87th Birthday in May this year.

Football Club Report 2004.

The Club had a successful year, consolidating the increase in membership of 2003.
We started the season with an enthusiastic work party to carry out maintenance tasks to the 
premises.

In league competitions, we were successful in winning the Yarmouth League knockout cup, but 
were knocked out of the Rotary and Broadland cup competitions.

We finished 7th in the Broadland league, were demoted in the Yarmouth league, and had a 
very good season in the 3 wood county completion finishing 3rd

Some of our members took part in County competitions. Brian crane reached the final on 
the 4wood singles, and our team reached the Three wood rinks final, unfortunately losing.
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Our Club events and competitions were well supported. A new doubles knockout was very 
popular, being won by Brian Crane and Keith Broom. The singles was contested with the usual 
skill, Norman Belson beating Chris Nudd in the final.

The Barbecues and other social events were very enjoyable.
As ever, the green was much admired by members and visitors alike

 

Hickling Ladies Group     Report for the year April 2004 to March 2005

Committee Members: Mrs.P Crabtree, Mrs.D.Gcorgc, Mrs,VJarvis,Mrs.P.Watton The 
number of ladies committed to the group for 2005 is 49,

All meetings have been well attended. We have been shown how to adapt gardening
tools in order to save aching etc; how to in an emergency.

How to draw our own cartoons; how to make 3D cards and heard about the history of
the North Walsham Canal.

We have been entertained with Christmas songs. Norfolk stories, memories of being
an air and of how not to keep New Year resolutions.

We held an open summer social and once again visited Wayford Bridge Hotel for our Christmas 
meal. The August outing was to the grounds of FeJbrigg Hall.

Donations have been given to the Hickling News. Hawkswood Singers and Nancy Oidfieid 
Trust. Proceeds from the meeting in April 2005 will be going to the BREAK Charity.

The Committee would like to thank our members for their generous support with raffles, 
preparing food and helping with the tidying of the hall/kitchen at the end of meetings.

We aim to keep annual costs low and subsidise the Christmas meal in order to appeal
to all in the village. New members are always welcome.

Pamela Watton April 2005

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT

There are three major issues that have concerned the council in the last year.

1. The transfer of the local authority housing stock to a registered private landlord has been 
high on the councils agenda.  A secret ballot during March when all council tenants had 
the right to vote took place during March.  There had been a considerable amount of work 
running up to the ballot, including lots of paperwork and a video together with personal 
visits by housing staff to almost all tenant households. The result of the ballot was that 
76% voted and 64% of those who voted were in favour.  The official decision to go 
towards a transfer will be taken at full council on Wednesday evening, with the transfer 
expected to be completed by the end of the year.
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2. The introduction of the wheelie bins, as we all know has happened during the last year.  I 
know that there were some ‘teething problems’ to say the least, in the beginning, but by 
and large, the system is working relatively smoothly.  The reason to go for the bins was 
primarily driven by the need to recycle more waste, and bins had been proven else where 
to raise the level of recycling.  North Norfolk District Council now recycles over 30% of 
its domestic waste – which is the fourth (I believe) highest amount of any council in the 
country.  That can only be good for everyone.

3.  Probably the most important issue us has been, and will continue to be, the new proposed 
Shoreline Management Plan.  

We are being asked to go from ‘hold the line’ to ‘managed retreat’.  If you know 
Happisburgh, you will know that ‘hold the line’ simply is not working and that is simply 
because of the lack of investment from central government.  

The public consultation period closes on the 29th of this month, and I would urge as many 
people as possible to write in with your views.  

Finally, one area we have singularly failed on is road signs!  I have very embarrassed on 
promising residents their road signs (having been promised myself by certain officers at the 
Council), only to be seen as not delivering as they simply have not appeared.  I have a line of 
emails going back 18months regarding this issue and I am totally frustrated by it. As, not just 
local members, but as leader and deputy leader, Clive Stockton and I are hugely annoyed by 
the lack of progress.  This is going to be one of our target areas in the next cycle of council 
and all I can say, is, we will do our utmost to sort out this stupid problem once and for all.

-----------------------------                                                                       --------------------------
SIGNATURE DATED
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HICKLING ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 22nd May 2006 AT 7.00pm IN THE COMMUNITY HALL

PRESENT:
MRS V TALLOWIN, CHAIRMAN

MR M ELLIOTT, VICE-CHAIRMAN
MR L BEALES

MRS D MAYHEW
MRS K MOODY

MR D PUGH
MR H PURNELL

MR B NOYE
MR P SPARKS

MRS SHIRLEY CHAPMAN, CLERK

The Chairman welcomed District Councillor Simon Partridge and 29 parishioners to the meeting also 
one guest Carolyn Heydon, Community Development Field Officer from Norfolk Rural Community 
Council
Apologies were received from Councillors Tony Woodman, Geraldine Smith and District Councillor 
Clive Stockton and Christopher How. 

1.MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

These were approved and signed as seen.

2.MATTERS ARISING

No Matters arising

3.FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

a)    Parish Council
The Treasurer noted that the accounts she would be presenting were unaudited ones.  Copies 
of the breakdown of the income and expenditure figures for the year ending 31st March 2006 
were distributed to the meeting, and are appended to these minutes.    The balances at 31st 

March 2006 are:

Balance 
Cash in bank (31/03/04) £    87339
Income       26246

    113585 

Expenditure      14528
Balance (31/03/05) £   99057

 The Treasurer noted that overall the council kept within the budget set and income exceeded 
expense. Some cost cutting across the board was achieved, namely grass cutting a saving of 
£3632 and by reusing internal  envelopes and the use of emails a saving of £199 was also  
achieved on stationary. The community hall made a profit of £719 up by £448 and the flat roof 
was  repaired  at  a  cost  £375.  The  precept  was  raised  by  £550 but  still  did  not  cover  the  
administration costs.
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b) Widows Acre

Statement of Accounts – Year ending 30.11.05

Balance at Barclays at 30.11.04 £ 228.94
Dividends from Investments    258.37

-------------
£ 487.31

Less Christmas Payments    225.00

Balance to c/f £262.31

Dividends to November 30th 2005 were £258.37. This, together with £228.94 carried forward 
from the previous year, gave a total of £487.31 on deposit at Barclays Bank.

Christmas payments of £ 225.00 (i.e. 15 payments of £15 each) have left a balance of £262.31 to 
be carried forward.

Trustee: Mrs M S Longbottom

c) Wells Charity

The Trustees of the Wells Charity namely Rev’d  Neville Khambatta, Kath Moody and Michael 
Elliott agreed to the purchase of book tokens totaling £40, which was duly drawn from the Account. 
Dictionaries were resented to Year 3 pupils at the Leaving Ceremony.

                                    Statement of Accounts at 22nd May 2006

              Income    Expenditure

         Investment Fund Dividends                £33.04                        Book Tokens £40
         Bank Interest               £  7.60

               TOTAL                 £40.64

                                                                                                            Balance c/f     £ 0.64

                               Balance at Bank 20th April 2005                           £378.07

     Surplus for year to 31st March b/f                 £  0.64

  Balance at NatWest Bank at 22nd May 2006 £ 378.71

Mrs M Longbottom Secretary to Trustees 22nd May 2006

       4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

During the last year we have co-opted two councillors, namely Deborah Mayhew and Brian Noye. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank Ross Donaldson for all his help with the village plan and 
helping David to organize the grass cutting. This is probably a good time to thank all the volunteers 
who help cut the grass on a rota basis and save the Parish a sizable sum of money.
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On the 21st October a Beacon was lit on the recreation ground to celebrate the Bicentenary of Nelsons 
Battle of Trafalgar and the Church bells were rung, our thanks go to Tony Woodman for organizing 
this.

During the year the Old Village Hall was sold and the trustees have met with members of the Parish 
Council and they are willing to co-operate with the council in getting back the lost facilities in the 
village i.e. the snooker club.

The Stubb Road sign has at last been reinstated after an absence of two and half years following 
countless letters and phone calls to various people including our District Councillors who did help us to 
get this sorted. We are now on the case of chasing up all the other signs in the village that are in need 
of repair or replacement.

The village web site (www.hickling-village-norfolk.co.uk) is very popular with 10936 pages visited in 
the last twelve months. The Village newssheet and minutes of the Parish Council meetings are just two 
of the items available on the site. Many thanks to Brian  Sainsbury for running this on a voluntary basis 
and to everyone who has supported the site.

Hopefully you have all noticed a new plant container (in the shape of a horse trough) in front of the 
village sign  that has been built and donated by Mike Young. I would like to thank him on behalf of the 
village for his hard work and generosity. I would also like to thank Hickling WI for supplying and 
planting the lovely plants and offering to maintain it during the year.

On the Parish Staithe there are a few dry berths vacant so if anyone is interested please contact Shirley, 
also the wet berth waiting list is getting shorter so once again anyone wishing to enter their names 
please contact Shirley, but please note there is a maximum length of 20ft. The Gwen Amis Memorial 
notice board has been well used but unfortunately two panes of glass have been broken and have had to 
be replaced.

The bottle banks have again bought in a considerable sum – the ones near the village pond paised 
£961.29 and the one at the Pleasure Boat raised £34.39, thank you to Darren & Julie for donating this 
to the Parish Council. Thanks to all the parishioners who use this facility, please do continue to recycle 
your bottles and jars, the more the merrier. Unfortunately there are still bottles and panes of glass left 
outside the banks so please could everyone make sure they place them in the banks and if full please 
take them home and ring Shirley so she can organize them to be emptied. Thank you.

The village marquee needs a home and storage if anyone wished to make use of this and store it please 
contact the council.

I would like to thank Shirley, the Clerk for all her hard work and support during the year and all the 
Parish Councillors for all their help. They all put in a lot of effort and give up a lot of their time for the 
benefit of the village.

The Village plan which is being done to obtain the views and concerns of the parishioners and how 
they would like to see the village develop and also to help the Parish Council apply for grants. The 
questionnaire are all being analysed and Peter Berrie will give us an update later to night. I must thank 
him for all the time he already spent doing this and Shirley for her countless hours putting the data on 
to the computer. Our many thanks go to all the volunteers who helped deliver and collect the 
questionnaires.

5. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
A report from District Councillor Simon Partridge was received, and this is appended to these minutes.

6,    REPORTS FROM VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
Reports were received from various organisations in Hickling, and these are appended to these minutes. 
They were on display in the hall for any  interested party to read them.

7.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a. Mr A Tansley informed the council that the sign for Town Street needs repairing, he had 
contacted NNDC at least 5 times with no success. The finger sign only has ‘Church’ on it but 
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the Car Park part is missing. David Pugh explained that the budget at NNDC had been non 
existence until this year.

b. Mr A Tansley also wanted clarification on the size of boats on the Parish Staithe, it is only 
new boats that are limited to the 20ft rule.

c. Mr a Tansley also stated he felt that the Staithe should not be used for commercial use i.e. 
boat trips by an individual.

d. Mr D Mayhew made his views known to the Parish Council who had allowed a mobile shop 
to park on the Methodist car park as he has only just reopened his own shop and the PO will 
follow on the 12th June.

e. Mrs K moody asked Mr Mayhew what hours he was opening, he replied 9-1pm minimum.
f. Mr B Sainsbury said why can’t the mobile shop open when Mr Mayhew was shut.
g. Mr P Sparks mentioned the fact that the electric cable should be armoured. The council to 

check on this.
h. It was noted that initially the mobile van was going to be self sufficient, i.e. generator driven.
i. Mr L Beales enquired about the ‘Quiet Garden’ at the Methodist Chapel, and how people 

could use it with the van parked up.
j. An extraordinary meeting was spoken about and to be looked into.
k. Mr A Tansley informed the council that some time back dog bins had been on a special offer 

from the NNDC. The council to follow up.
l. Mrs K Moody explained about a dog bin at Sea Palling which was over flowing, and dog 

owners should dispose of it themselves. Also nobody wanted the bins outside their houses.
m. Mr R Worrell explained about the boat trips he would like to offer from the parish Staithe, last 

year he operated from the Pleasure Boat Staithe but the Broads Authority won’t issue him a 
licence for this year. He had 2000 people last year, a different trip to what the NWT offer. The 
council offered to have a site meeting with him for further discussions.

n. Mr A Tansley was concerned about damage to other boats as Mr Worrell’s boat is 30ft long.

8. VILLAGE PLAN

Mr Peter Berrie gave an update on the village Plan, explaining that as all the data had not been 
encoded he couldn’t give any real figures. Once the date has been encoded and drafted into some 
form of analysis the steering committee need meet and get a customised with the various aspects of 
the data.

                 There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm 

……………………………………….                                    …………………………..

SIGNED                                                                                 DATED                          
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ADDENDUM TO 2005 HICKLING ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – ORGANISATION REPORTS

Annual Report   Hickling W.I. 2005      

Hickling W.I. continues to run smoothly under the guidance of our 
president - Sue Benjamin.
We have had an interesting year with several excellent speakers.
In order to be able to pay their fees, we have increased our funds by having 
a Jumble Sale in September and this raised £250 and in November we had a 
successful Ploughman's Lunch which raised £215.
For our birthday meeting we again asked Linda Scholes to entertain us 
which, as usual was very much appreciated by our members and guests.
We had a successful outing to Pensthorpe in August which was enjoyed by 
all. During the summer we had three very pleasant teas in member's 
gardens. We hope this venture will increase membership, at the present
time, this stands at 31 members. We were very sad at the death Phyllis Tate 
who had been a much liked and respected President in past years.
Gwen Gray has been extremely good in staying on as secretary but she has 
at last been able to retire. Evelyn Eagling has volunteered to take over 
this job. We are very grateful to her. Penny Vincent takes care of 
our accounts and is a first class treasurer.
We look forward to our 87th Birthday in May this year.

Football Club Report 2004.

The Club had a successful year, consolidating the increase in membership of 2003.
We started the season with an enthusiastic work party to carry out maintenance tasks to the 
premises.

In league competitions, we were successful in winning the Yarmouth League knockout cup, but 
were knocked out of the Rotary and Broadland cup competitions.

We finished 7th in the Broadland league, were demoted in the Yarmouth league, and had a 
very good season in the 3 wood county completion finishing 3rd

Some of our members took part in County competitions. Brian crane reached the final on 
the 4wood singles, and our team reached the Three wood rinks final, unfortunately losing.

DRAFT MINUTES UNTIL APPROVED BY FULL COUNCIL



Our Club events and competitions were well supported. A new doubles knockout was very 
popular, being won by Brian Crane and Keith Broom. The singles was contested with the usual 
skill, Norman Belson beating Chris Nudd in the final.

The Barbecues and other social events were very enjoyable.
As ever, the green was much admired by members and visitors alike

 

Hickling Ladies Group     Report for the year April 2004 to March 2005

Committee Members: Mrs.P Crabtree, Mrs.D.Gcorgc, Mrs,VJarvis,Mrs.P.Watton The 
number of ladies committed to the group for 2005 is 49,

All meetings have been well attended. We have been shown how to adapt gardening
tools in order to save aching etc; how to in an emergency.

How to draw our own cartoons; how to make 3D cards and heard about the history of
the North Walsham Canal.

We have been entertained with Christmas songs. Norfolk stories, memories of being
an air and of how not to keep New Year resolutions.

We held an open summer social and once again visited Wayford Bridge Hotel for our Christmas 
meal. The August outing was to the grounds of FeJbrigg Hall.

Donations have been given to the Hickling News. Hawkswood Singers and Nancy Oidfieid 
Trust. Proceeds from the meeting in April 2005 will be going to the BREAK Charity.

The Committee would like to thank our members for their generous support with raffles, 
preparing food and helping with the tidying of the hall/kitchen at the end of meetings.

We aim to keep annual costs low and subsidise the Christmas meal in order to appeal
to all in the village. New members are always welcome.

Pamela Watton April 2005

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT

There are three major issues that have concerned the council in the last year.

1. The transfer of the local authority housing stock to a registered private landlord has been 
high on the councils agenda.  A secret ballot during March when all council tenants had 
the right to vote took place during March.  There had been a considerable amount of work 
running up to the ballot, including lots of paperwork and a video together with personal 
visits by housing staff to almost all tenant households. The result of the ballot was that 
76% voted and 64% of those who voted were in favour.  The official decision to go 
towards a transfer will be taken at full council on Wednesday evening, with the transfer 
expected to be completed by the end of the year.
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2. The introduction of the wheelie bins, as we all know has happened during the last year.  I 
know that there were some ‘teething problems’ to say the least, in the beginning, but by 
and large, the system is working relatively smoothly.  The reason to go for the bins was 
primarily driven by the need to recycle more waste, and bins had been proven else where 
to raise the level of recycling.  North Norfolk District Council now recycles over 30% of 
its domestic waste – which is the fourth (I believe) highest amount of any council in the 
country.  That can only be good for everyone.

3.  Probably the most important issue us has been, and will continue to be, the new proposed 
Shoreline Management Plan.  

We are being asked to go from ‘hold the line’ to ‘managed retreat’.  If you know 
Happisburgh, you will know that ‘hold the line’ simply is not working and that is simply 
because of the lack of investment from central government.  

The public consultation period closes on the 29th of this month, and I would urge as many 
people as possible to write in with your views.  

Finally, one area we have singularly failed on is road signs!  I have very embarrassed on 
promising residents their road signs (having been promised myself by certain officers at the 
Council), only to be seen as not delivering as they simply have not appeared.  I have a line of 
emails going back 18months regarding this issue and I am totally frustrated by it. As, not just 
local members, but as leader and deputy leader, Clive Stockton and I are hugely annoyed by 
the lack of progress.  This is going to be one of our target areas in the next cycle of council 
and all I can say, is, we will do our utmost to sort out this stupid problem once and for all.
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HICKLING ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 30th April 2007 AT 7.30pm IN THE COMMUNITY HALL

PRESENT:
MRS V TALLOWIN, CHAIRMAN

MR M ELLIOTT, VICE-CHAIRMAN
MR L BEALES

MRS D MAYHEW
MRS K MOODY

MR D PUGH
MR H PURNELL

MR B NOYE
MRS G SMITH

MRS SHIRLEY CHAPMAN, CLERK

The Chairman welcomed District  Councillors  Simon Partridge,  Clive  Stockton,  County Councillor 
Christopher How and 8 parishioners to the meeting. 
Apologies were received from Councillor Tony Woodman.

1. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

These were approved and signed as seen after some spelling mistakes were rectified

2. MATTERS ARISING

No Matters arising

3. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

a)    Parish Council
The Treasurer noted that the accounts she would be presenting were unaudited ones.  Copies 
of the breakdown of the income and expenditure figures for the year ending 31st March 2007 
were distributed to the meeting, and are appended to these minutes.

The balances at 31st March 2007 are:

Balance 
Cash in bank (31/03/06) £    99057
Income       29454

    128511 

Expenditure      19478
Balance (31/03/05) £ 109033

 The Treasurer noted that overall the council kept within the budget set and income exceeded 
expense. The Community Hall income was down due to the loss of the extra from the Hickling 
Hunnies Wrap Around Care and the Slimming World booking.  General administration was 
also down due to the use of emails, saving on paper, ink cartridges and postage costs, also the 
reusing of envelopes for councillors paperwork. We managed to ‘pay back’ £15k to our deposit 
account that was taken out for the first quay heading repairs and the new mower purchase.
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b) Widows Acre

Statement of Accounts – Year ending 30.11.06

Balance at Barclays at 30.11.05 £ 262.31
Dividends from Investments    268.46

-------------
£ 530.77

Less Christmas Payments    225.00

Balance to c/f £ 305.77

Dividends to November 30th 2006 were £268.46. This, together with £262.31 carried forward 
from the previous year, gave a total of £530.77 on deposit at Barclays Bank.

Christmas payments of £ 225.00 (i.e. 15 payments of £15 each) have left a balance of £305.77 to 
be carried forward.

Trustee: Mrs M S Longbottom

c) Wells Charity

The Trustees of the Wells Charity namely Rev’d  Neville Khambatta, Kath Moody and Michael 
Elliott decided, with the advice of the Head of Hickling School, not to disperse book tokens in July 
2006. A further meeting will be held with the new Head regarding book tokens in June/July 2007.

                                    Statement of Accounts at 30th  April 2007

              Income    Expenditure

         Investment Fund Dividends                £35.02                       Book Tokens £0.00
         Bank Interest               £  9.06

               TOTAL                 £44.08

                                                                                                            Balance c/f     £ 41.99

                               Balance at Bank 20th April 2006                          £378.01

     Surplus for year to 31st March b/f               £ 44.08

  Balance at NatWest Bank at 30th April 2007 £ 422.79

Mrs M Longbottom Secretary to Trustees 30th April 2007

       4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Sadly in October 2006 one of the stalwarts of the village died namely John Beales who worked 
tirelessly for the Parish Council, first as clerk and then as Chairman. He had a great knowledge and 
memory of anything concerning Parish Council matters and was a valued source of information and 
assistance to the Parish Council and will be greatly missed.
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The grass cutting rota has worked very well during the year under the supervision of David Pugh and 
has saved the Parish Council pounds. Our thanks go to all the volunteers who give up some of their 
spare time to cut the grass.
The grass cutting at the church has been changed slightly this season in that we have pass the 
responsibility of cutting the used part of the new churchyard over to the PCC and loaned them our 
cutters. They will then pay for this with a donation of £300 from the Parish Council instead of them 
contributing £300 to us. This will give them £600 to organize the cutting. We will continue as usual to 
cut part of the new churchyard, the closed churchyard and the field used as a car park.

The Staithe
     The quay heading has been completed, the slipway renewed, some dredging done and the ditch has 
been dug out at the front of the Staithe for better drainage and a bridge erected over the ditch. Many 
thanks to Mr Applegate for allowing the spoil to be put on his land and to Harry Nudd for all his help at 
the Staithe, especially during the period when the work was taking place.

The Village Pond
     This was cleared out by the Unpaid Work Unit of Gt Yarmouth and I hope you agree it looks very 
good at the present time. We are hoping that they will come and maintain this twice a year. We are 
hopefully going to put a picnic table and a bench there depending on the outcome of a grant 
application.
We would like to set up Conservation Group to take over the organization of the maintenance etc., so if 
anyone is interested in volunteering please contact Shirley our Clerk of myself.

Recycling
     This has again brought in a tidy sum of £1021.52 at the car park near the Chapel & £127.24 at the 
Pleasure Boat, so do keep up the good work and recycle your bottles and jars.

The precept has only been increased by 2.8% to keep in line with inflation. This evaluates to 40p per 
household depending on the rateable value. This amounted to £197.40 making a total of £7247.40.

A new seat has been placed at the village sign to replace the old one that was beyond repair.

There will be no election for Parish Councillors in May as only eight people applied and were 
nominated. This left us with three vacancies which we hope to fill by co-opting on May 21st. This does 
actually save the Parish Council several hundred pounds in election costs. I am sorry to announce that 
Deborah Mayhew (2005), Lawrence Beales (1991), Michael Elliott (1999) and Tony Woodman (1998) 
have not stood again. I would like to thank them and all the councillors who have served on the Parish 
Council for the last four years for all their help and support. Also my thanks to District Councillors 
Simon Partridge and Clive Stockton for their advice and support during the last four years.
I would like to welcome Megan Butcher and Alan Rich who will be joining the Parish Council and 
hope they both enjoy their time with us.

Hickling Web Site (hickling-village-norfolk.co.uk)
     This is still very popular according to Brian Sainsbury who keeps the web site up and running. 
Many thanks to Brian for all the time and effort he puts in make this successful.

Lastly I would to thank Shirley for all her hard work, time and effort she puts in as Clerk. I know she 
does get a salary but this does not cover all the voluntary time she has put in, especially this year with 
the village plan. She does a tremendous job for the Parish Council as I am sure you will all agree.

The Village Plan
      Although this is not a completed exercise, I would like to thank Peter Berrie for his time, advice 
and hard work which is all voluntary. This will come up later on the agenda when you will be able to 
ask any questions.

DRAFT MINUTES UNTIL APPROVED BY FULL COUNCIL



5. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
        District Councillor Clive Stockton gave an update report on the Recycling issue, transfer of
        Housing stock, street names and the progress made on the coastal defences issue at Happisburgh 
        and surrounding area. The matter of coastal defence was discussed further and if anyone had 
        problems with insurance, valuation of property etc due to the risk of flooding to write to him
        if you wish your report to be logged for future discussions with Defra and the Shoreline 
        Management Team.

        

6.   REPORTS FROM VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
Reports were received from various organisations in Hickling, and these are appended to these minutes. 
They were on display in the hall for any interested party to read them.

Mr Ivor Kemp asked whether the reports could be read out by the organisations, as it used to be done. 
There were various opinions on this matter and it was decided the matter will be looked at before next 
years Annual General Meeting, with advice from the organisations concerned. Some people said it took 
too long, others were of the opinion the meeting should look forward not back and people are not 
always comfortable making speeches.

7.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a. Mr Peter Berrie asked about the denial of access for parishioners at the Windsurfers Club. The 
chairman declared an interest in this matter and passed the question to the Clerk, who replied 
that no breach of planning had occurred, also the estate trustees did not want it open to the 
public, as it could become a right of way in time and the insurance company was not happy 
for non members to use the access. The Clerk was also worried that this could become an 
expensive legal battle on behalf of the parish council and as it happened 10 years ago, the 
chairman, then John Beales did not resolve it, so are we justified in taking it further. Clerk to 
revisit the matter. 

County Councillor Christopher How asked to speak and gave an update on the matter of Unitary 
Status for Norwich City Council. The point of everyone making their views known was 
emphasised.

8. VILLAGE PLAN

Mr Peter Berrie gave an update on the village Plan, which is behind on the projects original date. 
Peter explained how far we have got but still has some way to go, namely arranging meetings to 
finalise the exact data to be included in the final Village Plan document. Although some of the 
sections have been resolved or in the progress of being investigated.

Mr Ivor Kemp voiced his concerned that this had gone weak with no interaction with parishioners apart 
from the initial exciting presentations. The best suggestion was a defibrillator but no action appears to 
have happened. The chairman explained this is a costly exercise in terms of money and people’s time 
and training etc. but will be revisited. 

                 There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm 

……………………………………….                                    …………………………..

SIGNED                                                                                 DATED                          
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HICKLING ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 21st April 2008  AT 7.30pm IN THE COMMUNITY HALL

PRESENT:
MRS V TALLOWIN, CHAIRMAN

MR H PURNELL, VICE-CHAIRMAN
MR A RICH

MRS M ELLIOTT
MRS K MOODY

MR D PUGH
MR R COOK

MRS M BUTCHER
MRS G SMITH

MRS SHIRLEY CHAPMAN, CLERK

The Chairman welcomed District  Councillors  Simon Partridge  and County Councillor  Christopher  
How and 30 parishioners to the meeting. 
Apologies were received from Councillor I Watton and District Councillor C Stockton.

1. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

These were approved and signed as seen after some spelling mistakes were rectified

2. MATTERS ARISING

No Matters arising

3. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

a)    Parish Council
The Treasurer  explained that  the accounts  presented  were unaudited ones.   Copies  of  the 
breakdown of the income and expenditure figures for the year ending 31st March 2008 were 
distributed to the meeting, and are appended to these minutes.

The balances at 31st March 2008 are:

Balance 
Cash in bank (31/03/08) £  109033
Income       33100

    142133 

Expenditure      19716
Balance (31/03/08) £ 122417

 The Treasurer noted that overall the council kept within the budget set and income exceeded 
expense. The Community Hall income is still down due to lack of users and the rising cost of 
oil. Staithe rents were increased to keep in line with other boat yards and to prevent the staithe 
becoming a ‘dumping’ ground for old boats..  General administration is kept to a minimum 
due to the use of emails, saving on paper, ink cartridges and postage costs, also the reusing of  
envelopes for councillors paperwork. We managed to ‘pay back’ £10k to our deposit account. 
Donations under Section 137 were £125 for St Mary’s PCC for the news sheet publication, £25 
for North Walsham Citizen Advice Bureau and £50 to East Anglian Air Ambulance. These we 
feel are services that are a benefit to all parishioners.
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b) Widows Acre

Statement of Accounts – Year ending 30.11.07

Balance at Barclays at 30.11.06 £ 305.77
Dividends from Investments    277.72

-------------
£ 583.49

Less Christmas Payments    180.00
     Less Christmas Cards                                            5.00

Balance to c/f £ 398.49

Dividends to November 30th 2007 were £272.72. This, together with £305.77 carried forward 
from the previous year, gave a total of £583.49 on deposit at Barclays Bank.

Christmas payments of £ 180.00 (i.e. 12 payments of £15 each) and the cost of Christmas Cards  
of £5, have left a balance of £398.49 to be carried forward.

Trustee: Mrs M S Longbottom

c) Wells Charity

The Trustees of the Wells Charity namely Rev’d  Neville Khambatta, Kath Moody and Michael 
Elliott agreed to the purchase of three book tokens fo £10 each,  totalling £30, which was duly drawn 
from the account. In order to present book tokens to two boys and two girls at Hickling School, the 
remaining £10 was donated by one of the trustees. Tokens were presented to these pupils at the 
annual Leaving Ceremony.

                                    Statement of Accounts at 30th  April 2008

              Income    Expenditure

         Investment Fund Dividends                £36.98                       Book Tokens £30
         Bank Interest               £ 12.91

               TOTAL                 £49.89

                                                                                                            Balance c/f     £ 19.89

                               Balance at Bank 20th April 2007                         £422.79

     Surplus for year to 21st April b/f               £ 19.89

  Balance at NatWest Bank at 21st April 2008 £ 442.68

Mrs M Longbottom Secretary to Trustees 30th April 2007
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       4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

We did not have an election in May and since we had only eight Parish councillors we needed to co-opt 
three to have a full council of eleven members. This was done and the following were co-opted, 
Richard Cook, Mandy Elliott and Ian Watton. I would like to thank the unsuccessful candidates for 
applying and since another vacancy has arisen due to the resignation of Brian Noye who has moved to 
be near his daughter, perhaps they and any other parishioner who is interested in becoming a Parish 
Council would like to contact myself of the Clerk for further information. I would like to thank Brian 
Noye for all his time and effort he has given the Parish council over the past few years and wish him 
well.
The Chapel Pond – This project has now been completed and with the installation of a picnic table, two 
bench seats and a notice board with one closed side and one open side for parishioners notices, also a 
wooden edging was put where the car park meets the grass and the gravel was replenished. This was 
done by the Unpaid Work Unit of Gt Yarmouth who also painted the bus shelter. For this we received 
two grants totalling £1400 and the total expenditure was £1857, this does not include the cost of the 
second seat which was donated by the Parish Council in memory of John Beales who served the 
Council for over sixty years. Our thanks go to Amanda & David Skinner for all their help on this 
project by ie fixing the table, seats and notice board and planting various bulbs and shrubs, they have 
also volunteered to look after the pond area.

Proposed plans- These are for the new village hall complex, a pair of semi detached cottages at the 
Community Hall site and two houses at Mallard Way on the site of the changing rooms and old 
bowling green. A open day was held on January 19th when approx one hundred people viewed these 
plans and thank to the History Group these were also displayed at their Archive Day on the 24th 
February. Our thanks go to Peter Brown for all his help, advice and hours of his time spent on, drawing 
and redrawing of plans and liaising with NNDC to produce the final set of plans which has been 
submitted to NNDC and we are awaiting the outcome.

The Staithe – No major expense has occurred this year but we have put some wood chippings down to 
help with the mud situation whether this was a coincidence or not but the geese have stopped coming 
and fouling the area which cannot be bad. We would like to thank Andrew Perkins for donating the 
wood chips.
Thanks go to Harry Nudd, the Staithe Warden for his help in monitoring the Staithe and the boats, he 
does an excellent job.

Grass Cutting – We have had three volunteers join for this season but at the same time we have lost 
three so at the moment we have sufficient for this season.
The Parish Council did provide refreshments for the grass cutters to show their appreciation of all he 
work they have done over the past three years, not forgetting David Pugh who runs this and organizes 
the rota and repairs etc.
This year the decision to purchase a new lawn mower was taken since we were offered a very good part 
exchange price which resulted in an outlay to the Parish Council of £3100.

The Precept – this year we have managed to keep the Precept the same as last year that is £7247 thanks 
to the Clerk and everyone for their good housekeeping.

Speeding – SAM (Speeding Awareness Message) has visited the village three times and the results sent 
to us, this does not reflect the excess speed that several parishioners have reported, so we are 
investigating with the PCSO (Police Community Safety Officer) re the Voluntary Speed Watch Project 
for this we need six volunteers, we have only one at the moment so if anyone is interested please let us 
know.

Play Area – Rachel Laws and some of the mums from the toddler Group have been applying for grants 
for equipment for the play area on the recreation field. They have succeeded in obtaining a grant for 
£4915 to be match funded and so the Parish Council have agreed to give them £4915 plus an extra 
£347 making a total of £5262 to enable them to buy three pieces of equipment. We would like to thank 
Rachel and her helpers, not forgetting Megan Butcher who has liaised between them and the Parish 
Council, for all their time and effort over the last few months. This is an on going project and they are 
applying for more grants which we hope are successful.
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The Web Site – HICKLING-VILLAGE-NORFOLK.CO.UK
This has had 13179 hits, an average of 254 per week. If any business or individual would like a page 
the cost is £13 per year, please contact Brian Sainsbury. We would like to thank Brian very much for 
running and updating this for the village.

I know the possible flooding of our village and six others under the proposals by Natural England to let 
the sea breach the coastal defences as they say they will be unable to afford to maintain these, is 
uppermost in everyones mind. We are intending to meet with other Parish Council to form an action 
group to meet with reps for Natural England, the Environment Agency and other appropriate bodies, 
and then arrange a meeting for Hickling with some of these representatives present. We need to make 
sure that the sea defences are repaired, renewed and enhanced for the foreseeable future and rest 
assured as a Parish Council we will keep you informed of our progress and future meetings.

Lastly, I would like to thank our District Councillors Simon Partridge and Clive Stockton and County 
Council Christopher How for all their help, advice and attending some of our meetings. I would also 
like to thank the Parish Councillors for their support during the last year and Shirley our Clerk for her 
continued support and advice and always being there when needed for the Council and the 
parishioners, the number of hours she puts in is amazing, thanks again Shirley.

5. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
 District Councillor Simon Partridge gave a brief overview of  what the Boundary Committee  
proposals are for Norfolk, various options have been put forward but all will result in costing the 
taxpayer at a conservative guess £1m. 
He was concerned about the tone of the meetings and felt that the EDP newspaper must share some 
blame, but it had at least bought it to everyones attention. He also supported the proposal for Hickling 
Parish Council to meet with other affected villages to form a Parish Councillor committee to campaign 
for the sea defences to be maintained indefinitely.
The opinion was that although petitions do not always have much sway, sign them but to write to 
Norman Lamb MP to voice your concerns, would be better.        

6.   REPORTS FROM VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
Reports were received from Hickling WI and Ladies Group, and are appended to these minutes. They 
were on display in the hall for any interested party to read them along with the building plans which 
have been submitted by the Parish Council to NNDC for planning permission.

Mr Ivor Kemp was taken by surprise but gave a brief overview on the Hickling Local History Group’s 
activities over the last year, he also thanked Mr Peter Wallis for the visit to the school recently. The 
membership at the moment is 70 but they would like to increase this if possible. The archive room is 
open twice a month and is well used. The full report is appended to these minutes

Mr Peter Wallis, head of Hickling Infants gave a talk on the changes that have taken place and ongoing 
for this year at the school. The full report is appended to these minutes

7.  VILLAGE PLAN
The Clerk explained that the village plan had not been forgotten but due to unforeseen 
circumstances it is taking longer than anticipated but we hope to get it completed shortly. A recent 
draft copy was available but it still needs a lot of work on it, but the Parish Council have been 
working on various issues that arose from the questionnaire ie Chapel Pit, speeding and of course 
the Community Hall future. Hopefully we can get this completed this summer and she would like 
to thank Peter Berrie for his help on this.

8.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a. The matter of a new Community Hall was raised and the answer from the chairman was that a 
lot of questions will need to be asked and answered  ie business plan & costing etc before any 
final decision is taken, we have put in for planning permission as after the LDF is adopted this 
summer there will be no new builds in Hickling.
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b. A lot of discussion took place regarding the Coastal Erosion & subsequent flooding of 
Hickling. Mr H Gibbons suggested that Ken Barnes & Eric Lindo take on the task of putting a 
strategy together to take forward, as it cannot be allowed to ‘drift’ and everyone must pull 
together on this. Ken & Eric both agreed to undertake this project for Hickling.

c. Mrs S Clarke asked why no one from the Parish Council spoke at the meeting on the 8th April 
in St Mary’s PCC, organised by the Coastal Concern Action Group of Happisburgh, the 
Chairman explained that it was for parishioners to feel free to voice their concerns so no 
official body was present ie Natural England, the Councillors attended as parishioners as they 
were not in charge of the meeting.

d. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
County Councillor Christopher How asked to speak and gave a very informative speech on the 
flooding and points to be taken into consideration and pointed out  it is also a national 
problem. His views were don’t knock the discussion on Option 4 as when the message gets 
through, it could be in our favour  ‘cost of defending against compensation’ . He also felt that 
we will have to fight very hard for Norfolk. 

                 There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm 

……………………………………….                                    …………………………..

SIGNED                                                                                 DATED                          
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HICKLING ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON

Wednesday  29th April 2009  AT 7.30pm IN THE COMMUNITY HALL

PRESENT:
MRS V TALLOWIN, CHAIRMAN

MR H PURNELL, VICE-CHAIRMAN
MR A RICH

MRS M ELLIOTT
MRS K MOODY

MR D PUGH
MR R COOK

MRS M BUTCHER
MR M SCOTT

MRS SHIRLEY SAINSBURY, CLERK

The Chairman welcomed 20 parishioners to the meeting. 

1. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING - These were approved and signed as seen.

2. MATTERS ARISING -  No Matters arising

3. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

a)    Parish Council
The Treasurer explained that the accounts presented were unaudited ones.  Copies of the breakdown of the 
income and expenditure figures for the year ending 31st March 2009 were distributed at the meeting, and are 
appended to these minutes.

The balances at 31st March 2009 are:

Balance 
Cash in bank (31/03/08) £  122417
Income       30943

    153360 

Expenditure      21938
Balance (31/03/09) £ 131422

The Clerk/Treasurer confirmed that the 2007-2008 had been signed off by the Audit Commission in February 
2009. The accounts distributed were un audited accounts for April 2008 – March 2009.

The treasurer reported that the Parish Council’s investment in Abbey Business Time Deposit account had been 
spread between Abbey, Nat West and Barclays due to the banking crisis last year which hi-lighted the fact that 
bank consortiums only guarantee balances up to £50k and the parish council did not want to put their capital at  
risk, although a small amount of interest was lost by moving the money. We do have difficulty where to invest as  
not all banks or building societies entertain parish council investments. 

An External Hard Drive had been purchased for backing up data along with a new printer.

An overview was given about the Staithe rents, also that the Community Hall had a deficit of £865, without the 
insurance premium of approx £3000 pa, instead of about £673 for a brick and tile building. The yearly donation 
allowance of £200 was given to St Mary’s PCC for the news sheet publication, as it was felt this was much 
appreciated by all parishioners, we also donate £300 per year towards the church grass cutting costs. 
The Clerk expressed her thanks to all the parish councillors especially the Chairman Viv Tallowin for their help 
and support over the past year, which turned out to be quite hectic at times.

The full report is attached to these minutes.

         
1



b) Widows Acre

Statement of Accounts – Year ending 30.11.08

Balance at Barclays at 30.11.07 £ 398.49
Dividends from Investments    289.33

-------------
£ 687.82

Less Christmas Payments    300.00
     

Balance to c/f £ 387.82

Dividends to November 30th 2008 were £289.33. This, together with £389.49 carried forward from the previous 
year, gave a total of £687.82 on deposit at Barclays Bank.

Christmas payments  of £ 300.00 (i.e.  15 payments  of £20 each) have left a balance of £387.82 to be carried 
forward.

Trustee: Mrs M S Longbottom

c) Wells Charity

The Trustees of the Wells Charity namely Rev’d  Neville Khambatta, Kath Moody and Michael Elliott agreed to the 
purchase of four book tokens of £10 each, totalling £40, which was duly drawn from the account.. Tokens were 
presented to these pupils at the annual Leaving Ceremony.

                                    Statement of Accounts at 30th  April 2009

              Income    Expenditure

         Investment Fund Dividends                £41.29                       Book Tokens £40
         Bank Interest               £  7.40

               TOTAL                 £48.69

                                                                                                            Balance c/f     £ 8.69

                               Balance at Bank 20th April 2008                            £ 422.68

     Surplus for year to 21st April b/f                 £   8.69

                                  Balance at NatWest Bank at 21st April 2009         £ 451.37

Mrs M Longbottom Secretary to Trustees 29th April 2009

        4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Last year the main topic on everyone’s mind was the possible flooding of our village due to the leaking of ‘Natural 
England’s draft report which included options for the Upper Thurne Basin. The one that concerned Hickling was Option 
4 – the embayment of the upper Thurne which would result in the flooding of six villages including Hickling by allowing 
the sea to breach and eventually inundating the broads. 

The upshot was that at the last Annual Parish Meeting Ken Barnes and Eric Lindo were elected to spearhead the response 
from Hickling to the Natural England report. This lead to Eric and Ken arranging a meeting for Hickling Parishioners on 
the 19th May in the Church with guest speakers namely District Councillor Clive Stockton and Dr Martin George. 
The Parishioners gave Ken and Eric their full support and HEARA was formed. As you all know this stands for Hickling 
Environment and Residents Alliance with the object of working with the Parish Council and the Community for the 
protection and preservation of Hickling its people, property and environment. Ken and Eric have done a splendid job in 
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promoting our case to the media, arranging meetings with representatives from Natural England, the Environment 
Agency, the Political parties to name but a few and also working with NENPCG- North East Norfolk Parish Council 
Group. They were consulted and had an input in the final report. This was released in March and stated that Natural 
England supports holding the existing line of defence along the Eccles to Winterton coastline for at least 50 years. So 
after about a year the specific threat to people, businesses, homes, farms have been lifted but vigilance and monitoring 
will be required to protect our village for future generations. We are all indebted to both Ken and Eric for the successful 
outcome and cannot thank them enough for all their effort and time spent on our behalf.

Thanks to both Eric and Zoe King for keeping everyone up to date with flooding issues via email.

The precept was raised from £7247 to £7612 a rise of £365 which was to help fund HEARA with out of pocket expenses 
i.e. paper, ink cartridges and travel etc.

In July the Parish Council having taken legal advice sold 2 boats, one was abandoned and the other one’s owner was in 
arrears and all correspondence was returned unanswered.

July 31st was the culmination of years of work to obtain planning permission. This was granted for a pair of semi-
detached cottages on the site of the existing community hall, two plots at the end of Mallard Way where the changing 
rooms and old tennis courts/bowling green were. This was a subject to a Section 106 agreement which says that all 
monies raised from this must go to the new building on the recreation ground which was also given planning permission. 
A big thank must go to Peter Brown for his time and expertise in drawing up the all the plans and liasing with NNDC 
planning Dept. All this was done on voluntary basis and saved the Parish Council a lot of money.

The Village Plan was finalised and everyone in the village should have received a copy.
Speeding has been looked at and THINK signs have been put up and SLOW markings on the road and this is still being 
monitored.

In January, members of the Parish Council were invited to the opening of the school’s new facilities and rededication by 
the Bishop of Thetford. It was good to see all the children enjoying the new facilities and investment put into our village 
school.

We are now in the final stages of completing Health & Safety regulations for all Parish Property which includes 
lifebuoys at the staithe and safety boots for all the grass cutters.

Many thanks go to Rachael Laws and all the mums for raising a considerable sum of money for the children’s play area. 
Thanks to Tony & Debbie of the Greyhound for hosting some of these events and helping in some of the fund raising. 
Thanks also to Neil Laws for the upkeep of the play area.

Thanks to David and Amanda Skinner for looking after the village pond and arranging clear up days. This is now a 
popular part of the village for everyone to visit with the seats and picnic table.

Many thanks to the Hickling W.I. for maintaining the planter at the village sign during the year. This has just been 
replanted and really does look lovely.

Thanks once again to all the volunteer grass cutters for the splendid job they all do in keeping our grass cut and saving 
the Parish Council a considerable sum of money.

Thanks to Brian Sainsbury for giving his time and effort to keep the web site going. This has had 38,202 hits (800 a 
week) which shows this is well used.

Thanks for all the help and advice that our District Councillors namely Simon Partridge and Clive Stockton have given 
us over the last year. Thanks also to Chris How our County Councillor who is standing down in May and not seeking re-
election.

Many thanks to all Parish Councillors for all their help and support over the past year , which is very much appreciated.
It is not just coming to the meeting but also giving up their time to help with Parish Council matters.

Thanks once again to the Clerk Shirley Sainsbury (she went to America on holiday and came back married and hence has 
changed her name from Chapman to Sainsbury having married Brian). Shirley spends a lot of her time on Parish Council 
work much of which is voluntary far beyond her remit.

 She is always seems to be busy with phone calls, emails, letter, computing etc. This year has been particularly busy with 
flood issues, finalising the village plan, obtaining planning permission, looking for grants/funding, the questionnaire to 
name but a few. Thanks for all your time and effort you put in to help with all the parish affairs, we could not manage 
without you.
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5. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT

Both District Councillors had sent their apologies along with County Councillor C How.         

6.   REPORTS FROM VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS

     Reports were received from Hickling WI and Ladies Group and the Old Village Hall Trustees, all of which are 
     appended to these minutes.

     Mr Ivor Kemp gave a brief update on the Hickling Local History Group’s activities over the past year, but 
     unfortunately they are short of volunteers for the committee for this coming year. The Chairman Viv Tallowin said it  
     would be very sad to see it close after so much time and effort had gone into the success of the group. The full report 
     is appended to these minutes.

     Mr Peter Wallis, head of Hickling Infants gave a talk on the how the school children have benefited from the 
     renovation works over the past year. The school now has a library and staff room plus new technology for the  
     children. The full report is appended to these minutes.

     HEARA, consisting of Ken Barnes & Eric Lindo, who were both elected last year to take on the task of getting ‘our’ 
     voice heard to influence Natural England’s final report on protecting our coastline and Hickling from coastal 
     flooding. Neither claim full responsibility as it had been a team effort in giving a united front,  from the support of 
     parishioners, i.e. petition signing and attending meetings to our MP Norman Lamb for ‘opening’ doors for Ken & Eric 

     to get to the heart of government to highlight the importance of Hickling and surrounding areas in terms of its flora 
     and fauna and also its international reputation. 

     There had been no mention of social justice in previous reports but now it has been recognised they believe whatever 
     the North Sea throws at us in the future social justice will be given i.e. compensation for any loss from coastal 
     flooding.

     HEARA will now take a back seat but with an eye on any future reports i.e. Shoreline Management Plan to ensure 
     Hickling is kept safe for many years.

     Everyone applauded and thanked Ken & Eric for their many voluntary hours and effort they both put into this task on
     behalf of Hickling.

7.  PARISH PLAN REPORT

            The Clerk explained that the Village Plan was now completed and everyone should have now received the final 
            published copy as it was delivered throughout the village last July, later than anticipated unfortunately. Even though it 

            was late being completed the Parish Council began work on the issues hi-lighted from the very beginning.

            The Chapel Pit has been landscaped and is being looked after very well by our Conservation Group, well couple 
             really, Amanda & David Skinner.

            The Children’s Play Area initial plan has been completed but we now realise it is an ongoing exercise to obtain more    

            equipment for the children, the last three pieces cost over £10k, (made up of £5k from the Parish Council, £300 from   
            the  Old Village Hall and fund raising and funding)

            Footpaths are in the process of being mapped out and we hope to have some maps and information boards in the near 
            future.

            Speeding in the village is a difficult one but it is being monitored in conjunction with our PCSO, Highways and the  
            local Traffic Police unit. The opinion is that anything static i.e. flashing signs only work for a limited time then people 
            stop noticing them, also a lot of speeding in rural areas is done by the locals apparently.

            One issue still outstanding is the emergency/disaster planning, this is due to lack of volunteers but I will endeavour to 
            complete this task over the next year. It is an action plan documented with everyone with equipment, skills or just 
            willing to help in any kind of crisis in the village, from a house fire to a full scale flood alert.
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           Last and most complex issue is of course the Community Hall and its future, which you are all aware of where we are   

           at this moment in time.

           An Action Plan with updates was available on the table and is appended to these minutes.

8.  QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

         The Chairman Viv Tallowin read out the results of our recent questionnaire on the Community Hall issue of whether to
          build a new community/sports building on the recreation ground, using monies from the sale of the plots at the end of 
         Mallard Way and the sale of the existing Community Hall plot.

         There were 767 delivered, with 554 collected plus 43 blank or undecided, this was a 72% return with 55% in favour,
         37%  against and 8% blank or undecided.

         It was noted that the 43 blank/undecided forms were not included in either the For or against figures.

         We also had several volunteers to run clubs/events etc and many people offering their skills.

         The Chairman Viv Tallowin assured everyone that the Parish Council will be looking at all the issues raised to ensure the 
         best possible outcome is obtained for Hickling.
        

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS – none

It was noted that all the proposed plans for the Community Centre and building plots were 
on show

                 There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm 

            ……………………………………….                                    …………………………..
 
         SIGNED                                                                                 DATED                        

After  the  meeting closed the Chairman  Viv Tallowin invited everyone  for  an informal  social  gathering with  
refreshments to celebrate HEARA’s   success on the coastal flooding issue. Ken & Eric were personally thanked 
on behalf of the Parish Council and many thanks were given from others  who attended, and everyone enjoyed the  
occasion.                                                                         
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HICKLING ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON

Monday 24th May 2010  AT 7.00pm IN THE COMMUNITY HALL

PRESENT:
MRS V TALLOWIN, CHAIRMAN

MR H PURNELL, VICE-CHAIRMAN
MR D PUGH
MR R COOK
MR N BAKER

MR I WATTON

MRS SHIRLEY SAINSBURY, CLERK

The Chairman welcomed our District Councillor S Partridge , County Councillor P Rice and 50 parishioners to the 
meeting. 

1. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING - These were approved and signed as seen.

2. MATTERS ARISING -  No Matters arising

3. CHAIRMANS REPORT
      A lot of our time has been taken up this year with the New Build and putting the Community Hall plot and the two 
      plots off Mallard Way (old bowling green and changing rooms) up for sale. A New Build Team consisting of six 
      Parish councillors and three Parishioners was set up to take this project forward. I would like to thank all those 
      involved for giving up their time to attend these meeting and all the extra work undertaken.
      As you have probably heard the running of the Recreation Ground now comes under the remit of the charity namely 
      Hickling Playing Field or Recreation Ground Charity No 270199. This is run by the Trustees who are the Parish 
      Councillors working as a corporate body and is run completely separate from the Parish council business.

      The Precept – We have managed to keep this the same as last year at £7612.

      HEARA – Ken Barnes and Eric Lindo are still working on our behalf and do attend relevant meetings to keep us 
      updated and everyone in the village via the news sheet. They are watching out for the Shoreline Management Plan 
      (Eccles to Winterton) to be published, which we heard has been published today, and they will be updating us later. 
      We are all indebted to them for their work to help remove the blot on our village. Their report is available tonight for 
       you to peruse. The Parish Council would like to thank them for their continued commitment to this ongoing project.
      
       Chapel Pit – The seats and picnic table have been revarnished, B.T have repaired and painted the telephone kiosk 
       and a bore hole and pump are in the process of being sunk and connected to the electricity thanks to David Skinner 
       for organising this and to the Chapel for agreeing for the electricity to be sourced from the chapel. Hopefully once 
       this is done the pond should always be full of water. A big thank you to David and Amanda Skinner for looking  
       after the chapel pit and arranging clean up days and to all the volunteers who helped in this and the bore hole project. 

      This is now a lovely area and much appreciated by the parishioners.
      
      The money received from the bottle banks was £950.09 which is a good source of income for the Parish so please 
       keep recycling your bottles.

      The Staithe – Work has been carried out to fill in the gaps along the side of the quay heading and then this was 
       returfed. A replacement winch has been ordered and will soon be fitted and all the seats have been revarnished. Just
       to remind everyone that we do have a few Dry Berths vacancies if anyone is interested please contact the Clerk. On 
       behalf of the Parish Council I would like to thank our Staithe Warden, Harry Nudd for his endless time and help that 
       he puts in to oversee the smooth running of the Staithe.

      History Group – this has been disbanded after 10 years which was very sad since several people had worked hard to 
       make it so successful. They have handed any surplus documents over to the Norfolk Record Office under the Parish 
      Council umbrella. A wooden shield in memory of those from the village who had fallen in the Second World War 
       together with two framed prints of Hickling the latter being donated by Mr R Martin whose father Jack run the 
      Hickling Stores were passed to the Parish Council for safe keeping and could be placed in the New Building.

      Footpaths – these have all been walked and a report sent to the Council footpath Ranger.
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     Solicitor – The Parish council has appointed Nicholas Hancox from Acle as their solicitor, he has many years 
      experience in town & Parish Council work and it was felt he had the right qualifications to assist us n any legal 
      matters.

     Web Site – Many thanks to Brian Sainsbury for running and continually updating the website. This is invaluable to 
      the village as a source of local information as it contains the Parish News Sheets, minutes of the Parish Council, local 

      activities and local business information to name but a few. This has 120 hits everyday which shows it is well used.

     Village Plan – Speeding issues have been investigated many times with our PCSO Jeanette Hawes, Highways and the 
     local Traffic Police which has led to us having speed monitoring vans in the village on a few occasions. The THINK 
     signs will soon be removed as they were only temporary.

     Thanks once again to Rachael Lawes and all the other mums for fund raising for the childrens play area equipment   
     and  thanks to Neil Lawes for maintaining the play area.

     The Hunnies at last acquired their new mobile which is within the School grounds and should be moving in after half 
      term. We wish them well and hope they continue to be successful.

     Hickling School – We would like to congratulate Peter Wallis, the headmaster and his staff on receiving a very good 
     Ofsted Report.

     We would like to thank all the volunteer grasscutters for their continued commitment which helps the Parish Council 
      keep the grasscutting expenses down.

     Thanks to the W.I for their continued maintenance of the planter at the village sign.

     Many thanks to our District Councillors Simon Partridge and Clive Stockton for their help and support during the year 

     and to Paul Rice our County Councillor.      

     I do very much appreciate all the hard work done by the Parish Councillors and commitment to duty. They have more 
     meetings and issues to contend with but have been very helpful and supportive and I thank them for this.

     Finally I must thank the Clerk, Shirley for her help, support, the enormous work load she gets through especially over 
     the last two years, enough to wear anyone down but she takes it all in her stride and never ceases to amaze me.     
     
TREASURERS REPORT 

a)    Parish Council
The accounts have been drawn up for 2009-2010 ready to submit to the Audit Commissioners and are posted on 
the notice board at the back of the room (and are appended to these minutes). They are up to the 31st March 2010 
but after this date, apart from Barclays current account, the other accounts have been changed into the charities  
name of Hickling Playing Field or Recreation Ground, charity number 270199.
From this  year  onwards  the  charity  will  have  its  own  audited  accounts  separate  from the  Parish  Council  
accounts, which should have been done many years ago when the charity was first formed.

Any questions or queries on the accounts please speak to me later.

I  would just  like to thank Viv and all  the councillors  for  their  support  over  the last  year  which has  been  
extremely busy.

             HEARA – As the Shoreline Management Plan had been published today for the public consultation phase, Eric 
             Lindo gave a brief overview of  what the SMP contained , as it ran into over 100 pages they had not had time to 
             fully digest the contents, but in summary it stated what HEARA had been working towards. The coastal defences 
             would be held for between 50 – 100 years, instead of up to 50 years and the cost of compensation to home and 
             landowners will now be a factor to be taken into account if defences were not maintained for any residents affected 
             if defences were not maintained  instead of zero compensation. Ken & Eric will digest the report further but feel our 
             ‘job’ is done and we cannot expect or ask for any other outcome and they advocate that we now ‘distant’ ourselves 
             from the issue, because Hickling is not a coastal community and should not be seen to be affected by the SMP in 
             the same way as those villages on the coastline.They will continue to report back to the parish council as necessary.

                 There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.25pm 

            ……………………………………….                                    ………………………….. 
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         SIGNED                                                                                 DATED  
  
After the meeting the New Build Team gave a presentation on the new building to be built on the recreation 
ground including a question and answer session.           
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