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HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL 
COUNCIL YEAR 2016-17 

Chair: Jo Belsten 
Vice Chair: Terry Barker 

Parish Clerk: Stephen Williamson 
01493 789422 

MINUTES 
OF  

PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

11th April 2016 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall 
PRESENT AT THE MEETING 

J. Belsten (Chair), T. Barker (Vice-Chair).  
Councillors: D. Belsten, L. Gibbons, M. Hodgson, N. Lawes, G. Manthorpe, M. Prettyman, P. West. 

A. Bradnock (NCC).  Mr. S. Williamson (Clerk) and 14 members of the public 
 

The meeting commenced at 7.00 p.m 
 

OFFICIALS NOTICES (County/District Councillors & Police)  

Mrs Bradnock (NCC) informed that she had that day attended a devolution meeting at NCC, this was the start of a 

lengthy process which is in continuance.  Nothing would be put in place without total District Council agreement.  
The timetable was quite fast, possibly too fast, and NCC were keen to consult members of the public – hopefully in 

July and August.  The decision that day had been to accept plans in principle on condition it was right for Norfolk.  

PUBLIC SECTION 

Commenting on the recent staithe forum, one attendee queried the announcement that the income had been just 

over £5,000. They were assured that this was a misunderstanding on their part, as the figures stated had been 
bank balances, and this had been clarified at the forum.  In answer to a query another parishioner was told that 

the winches had been sold for £60.  Chair to check her recent news sheet report for accuracy.  Having been 

thanked for her work in restoring the village sign, Mrs Deane wished it noted that her husband (Mike) had worked 
equally hard. 

The meeting under Standing Orders began at 7.12 p.m 

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Councillors Mayhew and Wilson had sent their apologies – to accept – Proposed: Mr. Belsten, Seconded: Mrs 
Prettyman.  All in favour.  Apologies also received from both NDDC Councillors & PCSO Jeanette Boardman.  
 

2: DECLARATIONS 

It was duly noted that Mrs Prettyman wished to declare a non-pecuniary interest in the planning application, as she 

was personal friends with the applicants. 
 

3: MINUTES OF LAST MEETING(S) 

The draft Minutes of the meetings held in March had been prior circulated.  The Minutes for the Finance Committee 

meeting were approved – Proposed: Mr. Belsten, Seconded: Mr. Hodgson.  Vote - 3 For, 0 Against, one abstention 
(not at meeting).  Carried.  One further small correction was noted (name incorrectly spelt) in the draft Minutes for 

the main March meeting.  To accept the Minutes as a true and accurate record – Proposed: Mr Lawes, Seconded: 
Mrs Gibbons.  Vote – 8 For, 0 Against, 1 Abstention (not at meeting).  Carried.  Both sets of Minutes were duly 

signed by the Vice-Chairman as the Chair had not been present at said meetings. 
 

4: MATTERS ARISING 

The Clerk read an e-mail from Rachel Lines updating the faster broadband situation.  Mr. Belsten confirmed that a 

couple of minor typographical errors in the general leaflet had been corrected. 
 

5: PLANNING 

PF/16/0308 Manor Farm, Stubb Road Replacement/re-location of monopole/antennas etc. 
Various comments were made by Councillors, and the overwhelming feeling was that the new mast was very 

unobtrusive, and of significantly higher quality than the previous one.  The mast would provide better signals for 
the change to DAB 2.  All Councillors were of one mind to raise no objections.  Mrs Prettyman abstained from vote. 

The Clerk informed that NNDC had consented to the planning application LA/15/1666 (Poplar Farm demolition) but 

had refused permission on PO/15/0652 (Poplar Farm bungalow extension).  The Broads Authority had approved the 
repair and improvement to Hill Common moorings (BA/2015/0389/FUL). 
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Council were also informed that additional information regarding the proposed campsite had been submitted to 

NNDC and that the opinion of Cllr. Paul Rice was that NNDC were of a mind to accept the proposals. Councillors to 
review additional information……………. 
 

6: CHAIR REPORT 

Mrs Belsten first wished to notify of the recent death of Peter Benjamin who had been very active within village life 

for many years.  She informed that the accounts were in progress, as were policy updates.  The resilience plan was 

also ongoing, although this would be a relatively long term project with drafts probably available by the end of the 
year.  Council agreed to Mrs Belsten alone attending the forthcoming NALC Spring Seminar.  Sincere thanks were 

offered by the Chair to Mr & Mrs Deane for their sterling work on the village sign – it was hoped that the sign 
would be re-erected within the next 7-10 days.  Thanks and congratulation echoed by all Councillors. 
 

7: ADMINISTRATION & FINANCIAL MATTERS 

Those present were informed that comments on the 2015-16 accounts would be delayed until the accounts were 

fully completed.  Council agreed to re-appoint John Gallup as the internal auditor – proposed: Mrs Belsten, 

Seconded: Mr. Barker.  All In Favour. 
 

8: PAYMENTS 

The following payments were approved unanimously.  Proposed: Mr. West, Seconded: Mr. Belsten.  All In Favour. 

PARISH CURRENT ACCOUNT  TOTAL OUTGOINGS £1,209.55 

To Reason Amount 

S.A. Williamson Standing Order (30/4) – April Salary (£361.63) / 1 x Mileage To Hickling (34 
x £0.45 = £15.30) / Allowance (£13.00) less Tax Paid £2.20 

£387.73 

HMRC ONLY Tax on SW salary (see above) £2.20 

Hickling Methodist Room Hire for this meeting £15.00 

Iris Payroll Subscription £4.80 

S.A. Williamson Overtime for Dec 2015-Mar 2016 – 10 hours @ £12.05 per hour £120.50 

Broads (2006) IDB Annual Water rates £33.92 

Norfolk ALC Annual subscription – 2016-17 £191.30 

Indigo Waste Recycled glass collection  to March 31  (VAT element £3.60) £21.60 

Brown & Co Allotment – Half year in arrears £312.50 

GYBC Printing costs for leaflet £75.00 

Norfolk ALC Payment for delegate to Spring Conference @ £45 per person   £45.00 

PARISH STAITHE ACCOUNT  TOTAL OUTGOINGS £27.00 
Hickling Barn Invoice for hire – staithe forum on 21st March £27.00 

RECEIPTS 
Community £0 Staithe £245.00 Berth fee Base Reward £5.38 interest Defibrillator £0 

TRANSFERS 
None  £0 

BANK BALANCES – 31 March 2016 
Community £2,411.84 Staithe £2,073.69 Base Reward £13,550.75 Defibrillator £3,498.99 
 

9: THE STAITHE/THE BEACH 

A copy of the report of the March staithe forum was read by the Clerk.  Note: A copy of the report and 
accompanying material has been placed within the 2015-16 Minute Book.  Thanks were given to Mrs Prettyman and 
others for the organisation of the meeting which had been well attended. 

 

10: VILLAGE MATTERS & REPORTS 

End of Council year reports were in process of preparation.  Mrs Prettyman informed that the recent ‘Blues Café’ 

had raised some £700.  A Community gym, and November fireworks were in planning process, and arrangements 

for celebrations on June 11th to mark the Queen’s 90th birthday were well underway.  Thanks were also given for a 
further £700 donation by Mr. Terry Woodman.  The pantomime group had reformed as a theatre group with the 

aim of presenting a two night show in September 2016. 
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11: 2016 ANNUAL MEETING 

The date/venue was confirmed for Monday 23rd May at Hickling Barn to  commence at 7.00 p.m. 
 

12: CLERK INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE 

The Clerk informed of a letter from local residents about better broadband, and this had been passed to Rachel 

Lines (BT) who was now in direct contact.  A lengthy report from Anglian Water’s Pollution Prevention Team had 

been made available and the Clerk summarised this.  There was a Council feeling that a ‘Pollution Watch’ be 
instituted and kept going.  A copy letter of complaint (sent to Brown & Co) from a local resident was read, together 

with comments from PCSO Boardman who had stated that police were aware. Council agreed that this was a police 
and not a Council matter. There had been reported incident of crime in the village since early March.   
 

13: COUNCILLORS COMMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA 

Those present were informed that a defibrillator was now installed at Hickling Barn and that full instructions were 

available.  Training sessions would also be taking place. 
 

ADDITIONAL ITEM OF INFORMATION (ALLOWED BY THE CHAIR) 
Mr. Mike Turner reported an update concerning buses to and from Hickling.  New timetables were available, and 

improvements included a direct bus service to North Walsham. However, the timetables at the bus stops are still 
incorrect, but this should be dealt with within the next week.   
 
 

The meeting closed at 8.01 p.m. 
 

Signed after agreed amendment and approval by 
Council as being a true and accurate record by the 
Chair of the meeting or authorised deputy 

 Dated: 

 
 


