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2014-15

23rd February 2015 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall
PRESENT AT THE MEETING

S. Clarke (Chair), A. Lambard (Vice-Chair). 
Councillors: J.Belsten, P. Berrie, J. Bidewell P. Deane, T. Ellis, P. Piggin, D. Scott, C. Ward.

D. Thomas (NCC), P. Williams (NNDC)
Mr. S. Williamson (Clerk) and 9 members of the public

The meeting commenced at 7.15 p.m

OFFICIALS NOTICES (County/District Councillors & Police) 
Mr Thomas stated that ditch clearing and associated work at The Causeway was well underway and that similar
work at Broadland Road should take place later in the year along with work at Hill Common/Ouse Lane.  Mr.
Williams mentioned the new Big Society Fund, a community based scheme, he also notified of a burglary netting
some £20,000 near Candle Dyke where the perpetrators had made their escape by water.

PUBLIC SECTION

Two members of the public spoke, one disputing comment that return to court was not the Council’s fault,
adherence to standing orders also mentioned.  The Chairman stated that questions of this nature had been
answered countless times in the past.  There was also criticism of one item in the draft Minutes for the January
meeting, these objections are hereby noted.

Meeting under Standing Orders commenced at 7.26  p.m.

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr. K. Scott (dispensation).  Accepted.  Apologies also received from PCSO Boardman.

2: DECLARATIONS

Councillors A. Lambard & P. Deane declared interest as holders of wet berths at Hickling Staithe, Councillor P.
Berrie declared being holder of both wet and dry berths at Hickling Staithe.   Councillor S. Clarke declared
pecuniary interest in part of item 10, receiving expenses reimbursement. Councillor J. Bidewell declared non-
pecuniary interest in one of the planning applications as he was a close neighbour to the property in question. 

3: MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 26 th January had been prior circulated to Committee
members with copies available to other Councillors and the public.  To accept the Minutes as a true & accurate
record – Proposed: Mr. Bidwell, Seconded: Mr. Berrie.  Unanimously accepted by Committee members.  The
Minutes for the main meeting held on the same date had also been prior circulated, and were agreed as being a
true and accurate record – Proposed: Mr. Berrie, Seconded: Mrs Scott.  All In Favour.  Both sets of Minutes were
duly signed by the Chairman.

4: MATTERS ARISING

On the idea of exploring the possibility of sharing mobile speed monitors with one or more other local Parish
Councils, the Clerk stated that he had contacted Sea Palling, Ludham, Potter Heigham and Sutton/Catfield.  In
replies none of these Parish Councils were against the idea, but other initiatives were being trialled including
Community  Speedwatch.  The  Clerk  expressed  his  opinion  that  whilst  the  idea  should  not  be  completely
abandoned, little could be progressed until after possible Parish elections in May.  
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5: PLANNING

BA/2015/0039 Whiteslea Lodge, Stubb Road Quay replacement work
Response to Broads Authority:  No objections
PF/15/0089 Mallards, Staithe Road Erection of Fencing
Note:  Mr. Bidewell had declared non-pecuniary interest as a near neighbour. Response to NNDC: Council felt not
in keeping with the visual aspect of surrounding area and properties, concerns that this may set a precedent
PF/15/005513 Mill Close Rear/Side Extensions
Response to NNDC: Noted that no structural engineers report included within supplied paperwork
PF/14/1508 Brambley Hedge, Staithe Road Rear and Side Extensions + balcony
Response to NNDC: Confusion as to which certificate should be completed and whether the applicant is the legal
owner.  If this is correct no confirmation has been given of press announcement
On past applications the Clerk made it known that PF/14/1581 (White House, Town Street) and PF/14/1453
(Meadow Farm, Heath Road) had been permitted.  Also notice that dredging at the north end of the navigation
channel of Hickling Broad would commence on Monday 16th March, lasting until Thursday 2nd April

6: HICKLING STAITHE/ THE BEACH

Mrs Clarke spoke of an interesting and good meeting for the Staithe Forum, although attendance may have
been a little better the anglers, environment and Upper Thurne Working Group had been represented but The
Broads Authority had not been.  Mrs. Clarke stated the intention to formally register the staithe land and prior to
this a valuation should be obtained, arrangements were in hand and Mr. David Will had been approached and
quoted £300 (plus possible disbursements) which seemed fair, it being pointed out that few qualified surveyors
could or would be able to take on such work.  To approve the above sum – Proposed: Mr. Berrie, Seconded: Mr.
Piggin.  All In Favour.  On other Staithe matters Mrs Deane stated that letters would be delivered concerning
position on wet berth waiting lists.  There had been no response since mid-January from Amos Piling who would
be contacted again.  It had been decreed that the bin that was felt to need replacement was still serviceable
and would not be renewed, Mrs Deane mentioned that if the Parish Council were to replace themselves the bin
would not be emptied by current contractors and costs to do this may run to £1,000.  Decided therefore to paint
bin with black ‘hammerite’.  Mr. Piggin was working on the notice board and suggested painting with a high
gloss oil varnish and consent to purchase materials was approved unanimously.  Mrs Deane hoped that berth
rental invoices could be sent during the first week of March.  There was no update on The Beach and it was felt
that a further letter should be sent.    

7: OTHER REPORTS

There were no further reports on Chapel Pit other than the outstanding electricity invoice to be paid, no matters
on Health & Safety and Highways matters in hand.  Mrs Belsten had looked at web posting and the Good
Councillor Guide and felt that the village as a whole would benefit from a more formal communication policy.
Mrs Belsten’s feeling was that every statement needed to be as full  and open as possible, restricting only
information that needed to remain confidential.  Mr. Berrie was given unanimously agreed consent to spend the
nominal sum (£10-£20) to take away advertising on Wordpress.

8: ELECTION 2015

The Clerk  gave brief  information  confirming the  Hickling Polling Station  was  Hickling Barn,  with  details  of
registering postal/proxy votes on North Norfolk website.  If a Parish election was called counting would take
place after General & District counts, so it may well be late on Saturday before any result is known.  Once the
new Parish Council was decided a meeting would be called as soon as possible afterwards, (and no later than
25th May – 14 days after the election date) at which old and new Councillors alike will  be required to sign
acceptance of office.  For those wishing to stand for election, including existing Councillors a nomination pack
would be available from NNDC, no later than March 30th and when completed would have to go back to NNDC
by 9th April (4.00 p.m) and could not be posted or sent by e-mail.  No-one is allowed to be a Proposer/Seconder
more  than  eleven  times  (11  seats  on  the  Parish  Council)  so  checks  should  be  made,  it  is  sensible  for
Proposers/Seconders NOT to be seeking election themselves.  The Clerk spoke a little about criteria for standing
as a candidate, most of which was common sense, with full details again on the NNDC website.

9: FINANCIAL MATTERS & PAYMENTS

Following conversation with the Chairman, the Clerk (RFO) recommended that bearing in mind the date of the



next meeting that accounts be paid in advance of meeting so as to give a fair chance of 2014-15 invoices to be
cleared before the end of the council year.  This approved - – Proposed: Mrs Scott, Seconded: Mr. Berrie.  The
list below had been prior circulated and payment authorised – Proposed: Mr. Piggin, Seconded: Mrs Deane.
Vote:  9 For/0 Against/1 Abstention.  Carried.

PARISH CURRENT ACCOUNT
To Reason Amount

S.A. Williamson Standing Order (27/2) – February Salary (£339.90) / 1 x Mileage To
Hickling (34 x £0.45 = £15.30) / Allowance (£13.00)

£368.20

Hickling Methodist Payment for February Meeting £12.00
Iris Payroll Programme Fee £4.80

David Skinner Chapel pit bore hole electricity bill £194.04
Staples Rubber stamp (£15.43)/Postage Stamps (£28.68) + general stationery £96.95

S.A. Williamson 2 x large Letter postage (£2.14) Mileage to Cromer (82.7 miles @ 45p) £39.36
S Clarke Reimburse cost - Kyocera toner cartridge £54.47

TOTAL CURRENT ACCOUNT £769.82

PARISH STAITHE ACCOUNT
Hickling Methodist Payment for Staithe Forum Meeting £12.00

TOTAL STAITHE ACCOUNT £12.00

RECEIPTS
Community £1,856.97 Staithe - Base Reward £53.93

BANK BALANCES
Community £7,177.01 Staithe £213.96 Base Reward £119,000.00 Defibrillator £3,490.72

BANK TRANSFERS/INFORMATION
Transfer £8,053.93 from Base Reward Account.  HMRC Refund £1,856.97 and £53.93 Interest.

10 VILLAGE HALL

The Chairman informed that a conference call had taken place involving the judge on 9 th February but that no
date had yet been formally agreed.  The judge had indicated his preference that settlement be made without
going to court.  The Charity had at first indicated no available dates between 1 st January and 30th June, this had
since been revised with two possible dates in May and June.  Awaiting to hear about allocated dates.

11 CLERK INFORMATION

The Clerk updated on outstanding Wellbeing reports from September 2014 to January 2015 and thanked Mrs
Prettyman for  preparing these.   The police report  provided by PCSO Boardman showed that  between 25 th

January and 18th February only one crime (fraud) had been recorded for Hickling, this was under investigation.
Lastly  the Clerk  referred to  recent  news report  of  eviction threat  against  two residents  of  Barnfield  Close
following complaints.  It appeared that part of this had been reported incorrectly, however the Council had sent
a letter to the landlords on behalf of the residents and a response had been received.

12 NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting (the last of the Fiscal Council year) would take place on Monday 30th March.

13 COUNCILLORS COMMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA

At this point resolved under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of
the public from final items on this agenda.  Proposed: Mrs Lambard, Seconded: Mrs Deane.  All in Favour.

At 8.10 p.m. this part of the meeting was formally closed.  The next section commenced at 8.20 p.m.

14: LEGAL MATTERS



THE MINUTES OF THIS SECTION OF THE MEETING ARE WITHHELD PENDING THE
CONCLUSION OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AND WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE IN THE MINUTE

BOOK AND VIA THE PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE WHEN PRACTICABLE – SEE ABOVE.
THE FULL VERSION OF THE MINUTES WILL CARRY THE APPROVAL SIGNATURE

OF THE CHAIRMAN IN THE USUAL WAY

The meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.


