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3rd February 2014 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall
PRESENT AT THE MEETING

Councillors: S. Clarke (Chair), A. Lambard (Vice-Chair), P. Berrie, P. Deane, T. Ellis, D. Scott.
T. Fitzpatrick, S.  Oxtoby & P. Williams (NNDC), PCSO J. Boardman (Norfolk Police)

Mr. S. Williamson (Clerk) and 23 members of the public

The meeting commenced at 7.15 p.m

GUEST SPEAKERS 
Mrs  Clarke  welcomed  Mr. Fitzpatrick,  Leader  of  North  Norfolk  District  Council  and  Mrs  Oxtoby, the  Chief
Executive.  Mr. Fitzpatrick stated it was a challenging time for local government at all levels, but that NNDC were
aiming to deliver services across the district and encourage tourism whilst holding down Council Tax.  There had
been reorganisation and staff rationalisation leading to more efficiency and creating spare office space which
could be let at market rate.  Mr. Fitzpatrick also mentioned the new recycling systems from October 2014, which
effectively meant that almost anything except food waste could be recycled.  

Mrs Oxtoby informed that she controlled a staff of some 300 aiming to fulfil the political agenda whilst saving
some £1.6 million over three years.  She pointed out that 60% of funding still came from central government.
On housing they were targeting empty houses as well as building, and were looking at simplifying planning
under Localism, and wished to encourage and support local communities, in return she hoped that communities
would have a voice.  On housing NNDC were close to the maximum allowed 25% quota for transfers, and on
planning there would be refresher seminars for Clerks on planning changes.  Questions from the floor included
concerns  over  loss  of  revenue to  Parish  Councils  from changes  in  recycling arrangements,  whilst  this  was
appreciated it was pointed out that bottle banks could still remain, and that extra money earned by NNDC would
still be channelled into the community.  In closing Mr. Fitzpatrick thanked those present and stated that he had
attended some 30-40 Parish meetings and Hickling had seen the biggest turnout.  

The time was now 7.50 p.m. Mrs Clarke thanked Mr. Fitzpatrick and Mrs Oxtoby who then departed. 

OFFICIALS NOTICES (District & County Councillors/Police) 
PCSO Boardman  gave  crime  figures  from 7th January  to  3rd February  during  which  two  crimes  had  been
reported, and had yet to be detected.  One crime was criminal  damage at a farm the other a residential
burglary.  She stated that crime was still declining giving an example for Stalham where eight crimes had been
recorded over the recent Christmas/New Year period – in 2008/9 the figure had been close to forty.  Priorities
included speeding in Horning; she also encouraged Hickling to have a representative on the local forum.

District Councillor Mr. Williams informed Children’s Services were moving into the NNDC building from April 1st. 

The formal part of the meeting commenced at 7.58 p.m.

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr. K. Scott – work commitments, apology accepted unanimously.  Apology also received from David Thomas,
NCC Councillor.

2: DECLARATIONS

Mrs Lambard and Mrs Deane both declared being holders of wet berths at Hickling Staithe, Mr. Berrie declared
being holder of both wet and dry berths at Hickling Staithe.  Mrs Clarke declared partial interest in Item 9 (due
to receive reimbursement.  The necessary forms were duly signed.  The Clerk pointed out that dispensation
forms had been signed to enable berth holder Councillors to speak and vote with regards to fee increases.



3: MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting held on 6th January had been prior circulated.  To accept the Minutes as an accurate
record – Proposed: Mrs Scott, Seconded: Mr. Berrie.  Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 1 Abstention (not at meeting).
Carried.  The Minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. 

4: MATTERS ARISING

Mrs Clarke informed the meeting about approaches made by the Broads Authority and Hickling Broad Sailing
Club regarding the beach since the Broads Authority gave up their lease.  Following a conversation with the
Commodore of Hickling Broads Sailing Club, it would appear that they also will not be taking up the lease.  Mrs
Clarke had received a message from Charles Birch of Brown & Co. stating that parishioners would not be denied
access to the Beach.  The Clerk informed that following the last meeting he had discussed agenda format,
payment list  and website  content  with NALC and that  they seemed satisfied that  the  Parish  Council  were
complying fully with all requirements. 

5: PLANNING

Plummers Farm Barn, Pockthorpe Loke – Mrs Scott indicated several concerns. One was that the barn owl
and bat surveys which were being relied on may be out of date and there needs to be confirmation that these
conform to current European law. Second, in the documentary record there is one statement that there is
asbestos in the roof. Removal of this may be either licensable, non-licensable or notifiable non-licensable. It
needs to be confirmed whether there is asbestos, which category it falls into, and its proposed treatment and
the proposed measures to prevent any environmental hazard must be specified. Third, one first floor window
would overlook neighbours.  Having become aware of the possible asbestos content of the roof, the Council
could not approve the application as it stands. Its options are limited to acceptance or rejection and it therefore
rejected. Council also recommends clarification of the validity of the protected species surveys and consultation
with neighbours on the overlooking issue.  Notice received regarding Blair Cottage - this had been refused.

6: CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk informed about a newly received gritting route plan for Norfolk and stated he could see no changes
from previous years that affected Hickling. A communication had been received from UK Power Networks which
the Clerk described as informative and helpful in relation to measures for power interruption and reporting
storm damage – it was agreed to display this on notice boards and via website. The Clerk also mentioned the
NNDC Coastal Forum and finally informed that a letter had been received from a resident in relation to recent
Minutes, and that this was being dealt with. 

7: HICKLING STAITHE

Council were informed that the eroding roadway to the winch at the staithe was being dealt with, NCC Highways
had been approached and information was awaited to ensure that planning permission was not needed, a
marked map was being sent to Broads Authority.  Council then discussed new charges for berthing, fishing and
day launching from the staithe, and the proposed increases effective 1st April 2014 were approved by way of a
resolution – Proposed: Mrs Ellis,  Seconded: Mrs Scott (in all  cases).  Wet Berth vote – 3 For, 0 Against, 3
Abstentions. Carried.  Dry Berth vote – 5 For, 0 Against, 1 Abstention. Carried.  Day Launching/Fishing Permits –
All In Favour.  

DRY BERTHS – all rates increased by £5 per annum
Up to 14 ft. £155.00 Up to 16 ft. £185.00 Above 16 ft. £215.00

WET BERTHS per foot Currently: £16.74 New Rate: £17.24
DAY LAUNCHING £6.0

0
Canoe Day Launching £4.0

0
Fishing Permit £50.00 ALL FIXED 2 YEARS

8: OTHER VILLAGE REPORTS

There was nothing to report on Chapel Pit, Parish Surgery or Health & Safety matters.  Council were informed
that it was hoped the footpath map would be completed by the end of February.  New footpath signs and
repairs to the footbridges have been carried out by NNDC.  Thanks to Councillor Thomas who reported back
following our earlier comments and a recent footpath walk with Mrs Ellis.  Mr. Thomas advised that he was
meeting an officer and resident in association with the drainage ditches off Stubb Road.  Council then discussed
proposed increases for allotments effective April 1st 2014.  The rise of approximately 3% was Proposed: Mr.



Berrie, Seconded: Mrs Lambard. All In Favour.  Rents are collected half yearly in April & October – rates shown
below are annual 
Tenant:  Ellis Existing rate: £360.00 New rate: £371.00
Tenant: Toll Existing rate: £50.00 New rate: £52.00
Tenant: Horne & Marquis Existing rate: £254.00 New rate: £262.00
Tenants: Evans/ Lane/ Williams/ Smith Existing rate: £30.00 New rate: £32.00

9: PAYMENTS DUE

It was duly noted that tax had been deducted from Parish Clerk salary since October, and apologies made for
the fact this had not been previously reported.  The balance shown below on the Community Account had been
adjusted downwards from £8,827.85, this owing to the fact that the cheque for Garden Guardian had not been
presented as at 31 January 2014.  Payments due below agreed unanimously.

PARISH CURRENT ACCOUNT
To Reason Amount

S.A. Williamson Standing Order (31/1) – January Salary (£325.20) / 1 x Mileage To 
Hickling (34 x £0.45 = £15.30) / Allowance (£13.00)

£288.50

Hickling Methodist Payment for January Meeting £12.00
Ward Gethin Archer Legal Fees £9,352.90
Mrs S. Clarke Refund postage costs £8.25
Intex Payroll Programme (October to November Charges) 19.20
HMRC January payroll £65.00
HMRC October to December payroll £195.00

TOTAL CURRENT ACCOUNT £9,940.85

PARISH STAITHE ACCOUNT
N/A No payments  due £0.00

TOTAL STAITHE ACCOUNT £0.00

RECEIPTS
Community Nil Staithe £3,660.00 (BA Grant) Base Reward £43.89 (Interest)

BANK BALANCES
Community £6,381.08 * Staithe £6,421,10 Base Reward £100,171.34

10 PRECEPT 2014-2015

It was unanimously agreed that the precept should remain at the 2013/14 rate.  There was a slight adjustment
due to the grant from NNDC being slightly smaller.

Band Homes 2013/14 2014/15 Change Band Homes 2013/14 2014/15 Change
A 46 £59.31 £59.72 £0.41 E 61 £108.75 £109.49 £0.74
B 71 £69.20 £69.68 £0.48 F 37 £128.52 £129.40 £0.88
C 142 £79.09 £79.63 £0.54 G 20 £148.29 £149.31 £1.02
D 95 £88.97 £89.59 £0.62

11 VILLAGE HALL

The Chair  informed those present that  an offer  had been made,  and response received, this  was  due for
consideration and discussion within item 13.

12 COUNCILLORS COMMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA

It was reported that all complaints were to be logged as Freedom of Information requests.  The Chair notified
that there would be no parish council meeting on 3rd March.  New date to be advised. 

PUBLIC SECTION

There were no major or significant matters raised.



At this point resolved under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of the
public from the final items on this agenda.  Proposed: Mr. Berrie Seconded: Mrs Ellis.  All in Favour.

At 8.30 p.m. this part of the meeting was formally closed.  The next section commenced at 8.43 p.m.

13: LEGAL MATTERS

THE MINUTES OF THIS SECTION OF THE MEETING ARE WITHHELD PENDING THE
CONCLUSION OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AND WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE IN THE MINUTE

BOOK AND VIA THE PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE WHEN PRACTICABLE – SEE ABOVE.
THE FULL VERSION OF THE MINUTES WILL CARRY THE APPROVAL SIGNATURE

OF THE CHAIRMAN IN THE USUAL WAY

The meeting closed at 9.02 p.m.


