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MINUTES
OF

MEETINGS
2014-15

3rd November 2014 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall
PRESENT AT THE MEETING

S. Clarke (Chair), A. Lambard (Vice-Chair). 
Councillors: P. Berrie, P. Deane, T. Ellis, P. Piggin, D. Scott, C. Ward.

D. Thomas (NCC)
Mr. S. Williamson (Clerk) and initially 33 members of the public (including Mrs Belsten – see below) 

The meeting commenced at 7.15 p.m.

NEW COUNCILLORS 
The Clerk read the official declaration of poll result from NNDC (note a copy is included within the Minute Book)
And confirmed that Mrs J.L. Belsten and Mr. J.M.G. Bidewell had been duly elected.  Mr. Bidewell had sent
apologies prior stating he could not be present at this meeting.  Mrs Belsten duly signed the Declaration of
Acceptance of Office to become a Parish Councillor as well as other paperwork including for transmission to
NNDC and took her place with other Councillors.  The Clerk informed that arrangements would be made for Mr.
Bidewell to sign paperwork prior to next meeting. 

OFFICIALS NOTICES (County/District Councillors & Police) 
Mr. Thomas spoke briefly about new recycling arrangements and also about the consultation currently available
via website for public views as to how to save additional monies for 2015-16.

Meeting under Standing Orders commenced at 7.35 p.m.

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr. K. Scott (dispensation).  Accepted.  Apologies also received from NNDC Councillors Williams and Jarvis, also
from PCSO Boardman and Mr. Bidewell 

2: DECLARATIONS

Councillors A. Lambard & P. Deane declared interest as holders of wet berths at Hickling Staithe, Councillor P.
Berrie declared being holder of both wet and dry berths at Hickling Staithe.  Councillor S. Clarke declared
pecuniary interest in part of item 10 as she was receiving expenses reimbursement.  Also duly noted (without
signed declaration) that one person receiving reimbursement of expenses was the spouse of a Parish Councillor.

3: MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting held on 6th October had been prior circulated and prepared jointly by Mr. Berrie and
Mrs Scott (in the absence of the Clerk).  To accept the Minutes as a true and accurate record – Proposed: Mrs
Lambard, Seconded: Mrs Ellis.  Vote: 8 For, 0 Against, 1 Abstention (Not Parish Councillor at time).  Carried.
The Minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.

4: MATTERS ARISING

The Clerk confirmed that insurance for the new defibrillator had been added to existing policy.

5: PLANNING

There were no new applications.  The Clerk informed that a recent application (Poplar Farm – PO/14/0250)
which had gone to appeal had been dismissed.



6: CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk informed there was no current Wellbeing report.  The police report sent prior to meeting by PCSO
Boardman showed one assault (Hickling House) and one burglary which was one of a number recently and extra
patrols were being carried out.  Public advised to be extra vigilant as Christmas approached.  A training session
was being held on Saturday 8th November for use of new defibrillator.  On more general matters the Clerk
indicated that information relating to safe bonfires was on the NCC website, a review of polling stations was
currently being carried out (Hickling not affected unless any representations received by NNDC), and report from
Norman Lamb MP concerning recent village tour.  There were other items of correspondence, three of which ran
to two full pages (one handwritten) and the Clerk confirmed that copies as requested had been forwarded to all
Councillors.  The Clerk stated that time did not exist within this section for letters of this length and complexity
to be read, written answers provided where appropriate.  The Clerk reminded that this was a Parish Council
meeting to which the public were entitled to attend, the purpose of the correspondence section was to convey
information of general interest to the village and not to read in full, letters of complaint/support.

7: HICKLING STAITHE/THE BEACH

Dry Berths: Only one person has two dry berths, but now eight on waiting list.  It was felt that should now be
restricted to one berth, but nothing at present within agreement form.  Wet Berths: No. 21 formally vacated and
previous holder is using refund to finance a dry berth – Mrs Deane to take necessary steps.  Pathway: Work to
be carried out during next ten days.  Fishing Permits: Remain at four.  A Staithe Working Party meeting to be
held  soon.   Mr. Ward  reported on recent  BA Navigation  Committee  meeting  stating that  updates  were  in
progress, working party needs to be aware of plans for dredging etc.  On The Beach, Mrs Clarke informed that a
letter had been received from Brown & Co. stating that a quote was being obtained from Amis Piling. The Mills
Estate had indicated willingness to give the Parish Council  a long term lease.  Need to contact John Huff
regarding long term access via footpath.

8: OTHER VILLAGE REPORTS

No Health & Safety concerns, nor anything to report on Chapel Pit.  For Highways Mr. Ward outlined a 50/50
funding basis for schemes recommended by Parish Councils, stating that any proposals had better chance of
acceptance if catered for within general highways plan.  Suggested a working group be charged with looking at
certain items and suggestions.  Closing date 30th January 2015.  Mr Ward had again contacted NCC Highways in
relation to drainage, there were also several pot hole issues

9: COMMITTEES & WORKING PARTIES

Moved to confidential session.  

10: FINANCIAL MATTERS & PAYMENTS

The following items were approved for payment – Proposed: Mr. Berrie, Seconded: Mr Piggin.  Vote: 7 For, 0
Against,  3  Abstentions  (receiving/spouse receiving reimbursement,  also  that  Mrs  Belsten was  not  a  Parish
Councillor when majority of these amounts authorised).  Carried.  Mrs Clarke also suggested a new separate e-
mail address be set up for the accounting package.  Agreed in principle, Mr. Berrie to look into this matter.

PARISH CURRENT ACCOUNT
To Reason Amount

S.A. Williamson Standing Order (31/10) – October Salary (£339.90) / 1 x Mileage To
Hickling (34 x £0.45 = £15.30) / Allowance (£13.00)

£368.20

Hickling Methodist 2 x room hire @ £12 £24.00
Iris Payroll Payroll charges DD £5.00
Kashflow Accounts Package – Yearly cost (paid) £144.00

Hickling  PCC Grasscutting contribution £360.00
B Ward Planting for trough by village sign (paid) £9.00
S Clarke Broadland Computers (ink cartridge) £15.00

Century Printing Flyer £48.00
S.A. Williamson Refund costs of microphone, cassette tapes, large letter postage £30.72

TOTAL CURRENT ACCOUNT £1,003.92

PARISH STAITHE ACCOUNT



NO PAYMENTS DUE
TOTAL STAITHE ACCOUNT £0.00

RECEIPTS
Communit

y
£214.00 Staith

e
Nil Base Reward £42.00 Defibrillator £3,488.36

BANK BALANCES
Communit

y
£997.73 Staith

e
£1,455.96 Base Reward £130,042.00 Defibrillator £3,488.36

11: VILLAGE HALL

It was reported that the court date was likely to be set in late November/early December with the date specified
as first available after 2nd January 2015.

12: NEXT TWO MEETINGS

The December meeting scheduled to take place on Thursday 4 th December.  Further dates for 2015 yet to be
agreed.  The Clerk pointed out several difficulties during the lead up time to any election with bank holiday
clashes.  He felt also that the January meeting should be changed from the ‘first Monday’ as to comply with this
agendas would need to be circulated on New Year’s Eve which was far from convenient.

13: COUNCILLORS COMMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA

Pointed out that the Precept for 2015-16 would need to be dealt with in December.

At this point resolved under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of
the public from the final items on this agenda.  Proposed: Mr. Berrie, Seconded: Mrs Deane.  All in Favour.

At 8.20 p.m. this part of the meeting was formally closed.  The next section commenced at 8.35 p.m.

14: LEGAL MATTERS

THE MINUTES OF THIS SECTION OF THE MEETING ARE WITHHELD PENDING THE
CONCLUSION OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AND WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE IN THE MINUTE

BOOK AND VIA THE PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE WHEN PRACTICABLE – SEE ABOVE.
THE FULL VERSION OF THE MINUTES WILL CARRY THE APPROVAL SIGNATURE

OF THE CHAIRMAN IN THE USUAL WAY

The meeting closed at 9.25 p.m.

Signed  after  agreed  amendment  and  approval  by
Council as being a true and accurate record by the
Chair of the meeting or authorised deputy

Dated:


