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MINUTES
OF

MEETINGS
2014-15

30th March 2015 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall
PRESENT AT THE MEETING

S. Clarke (Chair), A. Lambard (Vice-Chair). 
Councillors: J.Belsten, P. Berrie, J. Bidewell, T. Ellis, P. Piggin, C. Ward.

P. Williams (NNDC), Mr. S. Williamson (Clerk) and four members of the public

The meeting commenced at 7.15 p.m

PUBLIC SECTION
Mr. Turner spoke in relation to changes in Sanders bus services which had come about at very short notice.  One
of the main effects on Hickling was the scrapping of the mid morning direct service to North Walsham meaning
the only route to connect would involve a wait of almost an hour in Stalham.  A petition was in circulation and
Mr. Turner indicated his belief that the door wasn’t fully closed on the changes. 

OFFICIALS NOTICES (County/District Councillors & Police) 
Mr. Williams reported that major highways works were scheduled for the second week in April throughout the
district, this to finally sort out flooding issues.  Later Mr. Williams also apologised in advance as he would miss
the April meeting for medical reasons.

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors P. Deane, D. Scott and K. Scott.  Accepted.  Apologies had also been received from NCC Councillor
David Thomas and PCSO Boardman  

2: DECLARATIONS

Councillor A. Lambard declared interest as holder of a wet berth at Hickling Staithe, Councillor P. Berrie declared
being holder of  both  wet  and dry  berths at  Hickling Staithe.   Councillors  P. Berrie  and P. Piggin declared
pecuniary interest in part of item 9, both receiving expenses reimbursement.  

3: MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  held  on  23rd February  had  been  prior  circulated  but  only  members  of  legal
committee had received before the three clear day deadline.  Councillor Belsten brought this to attention and it
was agreed to postpone signing and acceptance of the Minutes until the next meeting.

4: MATTERS ARISING

With Minutes not accepted there were none.

5: PLANNING

PF/15/0344 Rustic Bungalow, Heath Road Erection of replacement garage
The Clerk informed that this application had only arrived 48 hours earlier but that the agenda wording allowed it
to be dealt with, particularly as it was a relatively minor matter.  In the absence of Councillor D. Scott the plans
were passed to Councillor Ward.  The Clerk notified that recent planning applications The Croft, Stalham Road
(Holiday accommodation and stables extension PF/14/1548) and 13 Mill Close (Rear/side extensions including
porch and canopy PF/15/0055) had both been permitted. 

6: HICKLING STAITHE/THE BEACH

Councillor Clarke informed that the Staithe Committee had recently met and also that the valuation had been

HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL



carried out with report received and circulated to all Councillors  (Note: a copy of the report will be retained
within the 2014-15 Minute Book as public record but does NOT become part of the Minutes). Mrs Clarke felt it
was important to protect the Staithe ‘for the community’ and to go ahead with registration of the Staithe whilst
further investigations and discussion took place as to future status, including possibly setting up a Trust.  With
this in mind she wished to instruct Cheryl Page of Ward Gethin Archer on this matter.  Proposed: Mr. Berrie,
Seconded: Mr. Bidewell.  All In Favour.  Mrs Clarke also informed that berth rent demands (2015-16) had all
gone out to berth holders and that cheques were already arriving.

The Clerk then spoke about the water pollution ‘event’ that took place on the weekend of 15th March.  Local
Fisheries Officers  were 99% certain that the cause was the algae prymnesium but emphasised that water
samples and two dead fish had been sent for examination at UEA.  Prymnesium although performing useful
function within the eco-system, releases a toxin when it feels under threat and this can enter the gills of fish
causing  breathing  difficulties.   Some 200,000 fish  had  been moved to  Potter  Heigham (boatyard)  and  an
estimated 350 dead fish, mostly young roach, had been recovered (both figures have since rise significantly).  It
was pointed out that at mid-March only two of the dead fish were pike.  The Fisheries Officer had wished to
express grateful thanks to those who had reported the problem

On  the  postponement  of  dredging  At  the  Broad,  the  Broads  Authority  and  Natural  England  had  refused
permission stating this  should be carried out in  January/February.  A statement had been sent by Natural
England that dredging was not prudent at this time because of the algae/dead fish development but wanted to
reassure the Parish Council that they were still in agreement that dredging and navigation improvements were
necessary and are planning to do this when safe.  (Note: a copy of the whole page press release from Natural
England  is  included  within  the  2014-15  Minute  Book  as  public  record but  does  NOT become part  of  the
Minutes).  Copies of the press release will also be displayed on notice boards and on the Parish Council website.
On ‘The Beach’ it was noted that no progress had apparently been made and it was agreed without vote that
this should be further pursued.  Councillor Piggin had begun work on the restoration of the notice board.

7: OTHER VILLAGE REPORTS

There were no reports on Chapel Pit nor on Health & Safety.  On Highways, Councillor Ward stated he had made
a tour of inspection that day and felt  that the recent report  issued by NCC Highways as to work done/in
progress was misleading.  In the past dates had been given for work to take place but work had not taken
place.  He intended to pursue this matter and had copied in NCC Councillor Thomas.  A meeting had been
arranged in Ouse Lane (flooding issue) for 13th April involving also Internal Drainage Board.

8: ELECTION 2015

The Clerk confirmed that nomination packs were now available via (but not on) the NNDC website And that he
also had downloaded a copy which he was happy to send to anyone on request.  Closing dates for nominations
to be received (by hand to NNDC Cromer) remained at 4 pm sharp on 9 th April.  The Clerk also confirmed that
he would be happy to assist and provide further information on request and also reminded those present that
the NNDC offices would be closed on Good Friday and Easter Monday, hence only six working days remained. 

9: FINANCIAL MATTERS & PAYMENTS

The quotation provided by Darren’s Gardening & Landscaping showed a small rise in line with inflation on 2014.
To accept the quotation – Proposed: Mr. Bidewell, Seconded: Mr Piggin.  All In Favour.  To authorise payments
below (most already paid as end of year) – Proposed: Mr. Ward, Seconded: Mrs Lambard.  Vote – 6 For, 0
Against, 2 Abstentions (Receiving reimbursement). Carried.

PARISH CURRENT ACCOUNT
To Reason Amount

S.A. Williamson Standing Order (31/3) – March Salary (£346.35) / 1 x Mileage To Hickling
(34 x £0.45 = £15.30) / Allowance (£13.00) less adjustment

£372.25

Hickling Methodist  Payments for March Meetings (PC and Training 23.03.15) £24.00
Iris Payroll Programme Fee £4.80
S.A. Williamson Mileage claim –NALC Seminar at Scratby less overpayment (0.88) £6.68
Pauline James Training Fee plus Mileage (£10.80) £110.80
Peter Berrie Removal of adverts from website fee £20.00
Peter Berrie Postage and Printing FOI £8.80 + VAT £1.76) £10.56



Ward Gethin Archer Legal fees to 12.03.15 (£525+VAT 105.00) £630.00
TOTAL CURRENT ACCOUNT £1,179.09

PARISH STAITHE ACCOUNT
David Will Fee for staithe valuation £300.00
P Deane Hammerite paint (Staithe bin) (£14.16 + VAT £2.83) Ink cart (£9.17 + VAT £1.83) £27.99
P Piggin Material and sandpaper for Staithe and Notice board (£65.30 + VAT £13.05) £78.35

TOTAL STAITHE ACCOUNT £406.34

RECEIPTS
Community £32.00 Staithe £65.00 Base Reward 0 Defibrillator 0

TRANSFERS
From Base Reward Account To Community Account £1,700.00
From Base Reward Account To Staithe Account £300.00

TOTAL AMOUNT TRANSFERRED £2,000.00

BANK BALANCES
Community £1,476.24 Staithe £160.62 Base Reward £117,000.00 Defibrillator £3,490.72

10 VILLAGE HALL

Mrs Clarke confirmed that Wednesday – Friday 13th – 15th May had been set for the court date.  Directions in
February confirmed that the possible election had been taken into account.  Recent interjections by charity legal
representatives about the ‘standing’ of the Parish Council after any possible election had been found to be
irrelevant. Several offers had been made since 2012 when the action began.  They had addressed the issues as
to why the Tomlin Order had not been accepted.  Mrs Clarke confirmed that the Parish Council could NOT
withdraw and only the charity could do that by either notifying the County Court to implement an offer made or
to drop the case.  Mrs Clarke noted that no-one involved with the charity was present at this meeting.

11 CLERK INFORMATION

The Clerk gave the police report supplied which showed a heating oil theft and two cases of assault recorded
between 19th February and 29th March, the latter crimes, it was emphasised posed no risk to the general public.
The Clerk informed of the merger of Norfolk RCC and Norfolk VCA from April 1st with offices closed on 30th & 31st

March in order to facilitate the change.  Posters were available for the Voluntary Norfolk campaign, website
addresses and general information about the NNDC Big Society Fund.  The Clerk referred briefly to the NALC
seminar in March attended by himself and the Chair, one presentation had concerned the Norfolk & Suffolk
Victim Support Restorative Justice Service which was now up and running.  Lastly the Clerk informed of his
coming holiday for the week commencing Monday 13th April.

12 NEXT MEETING

The next meeting was confirmed for Monday 30th April at the same venue and start time although the Chair
warned that impending court date may entail a further meeting before that date.  It was confirmed that as
legally required the May meeting to incorporate the Annual Parish Council Meeting would take place on or before
the 14th day following an election (if called) but no firm date was fixed.  Brief mention was also made about the
Annual Parish Meeting requirement on or prior to 1st June 2015.  Again no firm date arranged.

13 COUNCILLORS COMMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA

Mrs Lambard and Mr. Piggin both informed that they would not be available for the meeting on 30 th April.  Mrs
Clarke stated that the accounts for 2014-15 were well advanced and should be ready for audit shortly.  The new
risk assessment document had been sent by Pauline James – Mr Berrie and Mr Bidewell would assist in this
preparation.  Mr. Berrie reminded Council that the Wordpress fees including the recent advertisement barring fee
were billed to his private credit card.  

At this point resolved under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of
the public from the final items on this agenda.  Proposed: Mr Berrie, Seconded: Mr Bidewell.  All in Favour.

At 8.32 p.m. this part of the meeting was formally closed.  The next section commenced at 8.40 p.m.



14: LEGAL MATTERS

THE MINUTES OF THIS SECTION OF THE MEETING ARE WITHHELD PENDING THE
CONCLUSION OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AND WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE IN THE MINUTE

BOOK AND VIA THE PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE WHEN PRACTICABLE – SEE ABOVE.
THE FULL VERSION OF THE MINUTES WILL CARRY THE APPROVAL SIGNATURE

OF THE CHAIRMAN IN THE USUAL WAY
At this stage with the time 9.15 p.m. The Clerk left the meeting

15: CLERK REVIEW

In accordance with  employment contract  conditions,  Council  agreed to  implement  a  one SCP stage salary
increase (SCP 25 to SCP 26) to the Clerk effecting from 1st April 2015.  This would result in a new hourly rate of
£11.922  per  hour  (previously  £11.545)  to  an  equivalent  annual  salary  of  £4,339.60  with  monthly  pay  at
£361.63.  The £13.00 per month home as office allowance and mileage payment for one return trip to Hickling
at 45p per mile would remain unaltered.

It also hereby Minuted that Council were made aware of the legal requirement that paid employees should be
enrolled in a pension scheme by 1st July 2017 with declaration to be signed by 30th July 2017.  The Clerk had
been made aware of this but had indicated that at this time he felt his eligibility conditions could not be met as
by 1st July 2017 he would be almost 66 years of age, and in receipt of State Pension.  This matter is still subject
to reconsideration nearer the time.  

The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.

Signed  after  agreed  amendment  and  approval  by
Council as being a true and accurate record by the
Chair of the meeting or authorised deputy

Dated:


