
HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

Monday 6th October 2014
In the Methodist Hall

Present:  Councillors Clarke (Chair), Lambard (Vice), Berrie, Deane, Ellis, Piggin,
Scott, Ward.

The meeting was preceded by an NNDC training presentation for Councillors on the new 
Standards Regime.  Those presenting included the Monitoring Officer and members of the 
NNDC Standards Committee.  This finished at 7-20pm.

The Parish Council Meeting started at 7-25pm.  Present: District Councillor Williams and 26 
members of the public.  In the absence of the Clerk minutes are compiled by Cllrs Berrie and 
Scott.

The Chair spoke 
An account of her remarks is attached and forms part of these minutes.  She advised that no 
questions on the legal case could be taken.  

16 parishioners left.

The meeting was opened to public participation

District Councillor Williams advised that the changes to the recycling are now in force. Also 
that waste refuge bins on private land will be removed, it will be up to the private land 
owners to arrange collections.

Mrs Slatter requested a response to her letter regarding use of the Electoral Register.

Mrs Slatter asked why the two councillors’ resignation letters had not been read out. 

Mr Belston noted the recent vote at the HPFRG EGM and suggested that it indicated the 
wishes of the village and should be followed.  Cllr Berrie noted that the same issue had been 
raised regarding two other meetings in Hickling.  There had been complaints filed with the 
External Auditor, Mazars, on the grounds that the Council had failed to consider itself bound 
by earlier meeting votes.  The same general principle would apply here as did in the other 
cases.  As Mazars had explained, a Council considering itself bound by votes at public 
meetings would unlawfully fetter its powers of discretion.

Mrs Belston stated that the minutes on the website are not up to date.  This would be looked 
into.

7-37 pm Meeting proper started under standing orders.

1 - Apologies for absence.  
Clerk due to illness - PCSO - Cllr K Scott due to work commitments.



2 - Declarations of Interest
Cllr Ward in respect of expense claim.  Cllr Berrie, wet and dry berth rental. Cllr Lambard, 
wet berth rental.  Cllr Dean, wet berth rental.  Declarations were signed.

3 - Minutes of the previous meetings 
1st September proposed Cllr Ward, seconded Cllr Dean.
29th September proposed Cllr Ellis, seconded Cllr Lambard.
Both unanimously approved without change.

7-45 6 parishioners left.

4 - Matters Arising
None

5 - Planning 
Application for Heron Way, Hickling - waiting for more information from NNDC planning. 
Mill View, Sutton - no comments made as this was just NNDC requesting information on 
former housing occupants.

6 - By Election
Details of the pending By-Election to be held on 23 October read out.

7 - Correspondence
Letter from PCSO reporting 3 crimes between 1st to 28th September, 1 burglary, 1 theft and 1 
assault.
Letter from parishioner read out at their request.
Letter from NALC regarding details of a Precept Budget training.
Letter from HPFRGC dated 29th September read out
Letter from Chairman of Environment, Development & Transport Committee re local 
highways improvements

8 - Staithe and Beach Reports
The repair to the path near the slipway will be completed later this month at an estimate of 
£200.
Dry berth waiting list 6.
Wet berth waiting list 20.
Fishing permits 5 issued.
Issues to be brought forward:

Staithe –Letter received from owner of boat to sell this.
Trailer space – is muddy and in a rut – hardcore to be laid down to enable further use
We should consider reimbursing dry berth holders as we now have a waiting list.

The Beach – A letter outlining our recommendations to Brown & Co but no response 
received yet.
Brief discussion on whether a membrane type of “defence” could be used to stop the sand 
being washed, this will be looked into.  Plastic retaining squares are also sometimes used.



Report on BA Navigation Committee Meeting - although the minutes have not been issued 
yet the committee did agree that something had to be done about Hickling Broad and to put it 
back to the 1946 profile. Negotiations with a landowner are taking place regarding the 
disposal of the sludge. 

9 - Highways
The tree at the Green has been classified as urgent.
Footpath is still outstanding.
Storm drains still not cleaned out.
Police Forum had only 2 attendees.  It was felt that there was no need to participate again as 
we are able air our concerns with our PCSO.

10 - Financial
Chair apologised that the accounts on the back of the Agenda are incorrect - 3 more payments
had to be added. The Parish Current Account should be £3969.22 and not £3872.70.
Payments for approval (as listed with added payments):
Proposed Cllr Scott, Seconded Cllr Berrie, unanimously approved.
The merits of a new accountancy tool to help with doing the accounts and the clerk’s salary 
were discussed.  Kashflow costs £12 per month to use. It was agreed to that the benefits in the
clerk's and Chair's time would outweigh the cost, agreed to go ahead. 
Proposed Cllr Lambard, Seconded Cllr Scott, unanimously approved.

11 - Recording Parish Council Meetings
Brief discussion about the merits of recording Parish Council Meeting.  It was agreed to 
obtain the costs of the recording equipment before a final decision is made.

At this point it was resolved under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to 
exclude members of the public from final items on this Agenda. Proposed Cllr Dean 
Seconded Cllr Piggin, unanimously approved.

At 8-45pm this part of the meeting was formally closed. The confidential session commenced
at 9pm.

12 - Discussion took place regarding the Charity’s letter of the 29th September
THE MINUTES OF THIS SECTION OF THE MEETING ARE WITHHELD PENDING THE
CONCLUSION OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AND WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE IN THE MINUTE
BOOK AND VIA THE PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE WHEN PRACTICABLE – 
THE FULL VERSION OF THE MINUTES WILL CARRY THE APPROVAL SIGNATURE

OF THE CHAIRMAN IN THE USUAL WAY

The meeting closed at 9-25



HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - 6TH OCTOBER 2014
HICKLING PARISH COUNCIL SPEAKING NOTES FOR CHAIR 

REGARDING
THE EGM OF THE HICKLING PLAYING FIELD OR RECREATION GROUND CHARITY 

 HELD ON 26th SEPTEMBER 2014

As most of you will be aware, the HPFRG Charity held an Extraordinary General Meeting last Friday to put the settlement of the 
dispute to the village.  The specific resolution voted on was to adopt the new constitution for the Barn.

Unfortunately the vote was not to adopt, and therefore we do not have a settlement.

The Council was disappointed by the way in which the meeting and vote were conducted.  We have received numerous complaints from
elderly and infirm people who could not stay to vote, or who could not leave dependents for long enough to sit through the meeting.  
Many who made considerable efforts to come were turned away as they could not return later,  many more did not feel able to come in 
the first place as it was too late in the evening.  We had requested provisions for voting for less abled members, carers, or those with 
sick relatives and it was disrespectful to the less able members of our community for this to be denied.  (Equalities and Disabilities Act 
in relation to Charities).

We also found it unacceptable that aggressive slurs on the Council were permitted, with no right of reply.  The absurd accusation that 
the Council is in some way engaging in blackmail for reaching an agreement was an example.  The Council and the Trustees of the 
Charity jointly and voluntarily reached an agreement to settle the dispute.

The Flyer

Hickling Hunnies, The Snooker Club, The Phoenix Trust, and the Football Club that particularly opposed the settlement also appear to 
have conducted themselves very strangely.  A Board of Trustees, which contained four trustees nominated by these organisations agreed 
the settlement.   Mr Cook was nominated by the Football Club, Mr Purnell by the Hunnies, Mr Watkins by Snooker, and Mr Butcher by 
Phoenix.   The Charity minutes of 28th July record that the trustees (including Mr Cook, Mr Butcher, Mr Watkins of three of the 
nominated organisations adopted the draft constitution.

We therefore find it quite extraordinary that these organisations, having in effect voted to adopt, should have put out the misleading, 
destructive and negative flyer that appeared immediately before the EGM, advocating a NO vote.  This raises very serious questions 
which we have drawn to the attention of our solicitor.  

Settlement

The settlement was a fair and reasonable one.  Like all settlements it is a compromise, but taken as a whole it is in the best interests of 
the village, charity and indeed of the trustees themselves.  It is a great pity that it has not been ratified.

Implications

You will want to know what the implications of this failure are.   The Claimant Trustees have failed to deliver on a key element of the 
Consent Order: the adoption of the new constitution.  The next step was to have been the election of a new Board of Trustees under the 
new constitution.  This now cannot happen.

This means that the Council has no obligation to make the donation of £89,000 which it had committed to in the Consent Order.  
Accordingly the Council has instructed its solicitor to return the funds on deposit in his client account.  We had very much hoped to be 
able to release this money to the Trust fund but this will not now happen.

The Council has also instructed its solicitor to apply for the earliest possible court date for trial on the original case, in accordance with 
the provisions of the Consent Order.

We hope that the claimants will find some way of remedying their breach, but how they are to do that, and what to do if they cannot or 
will not, that is a question for them.   The Council has done everything it can to reach an agreement, and having reached it, to deliver on
its obligations.  We do believe that a similar level of commitment from the claimants could have resulted in a very different outcome 
and one much better for the village but that too is for them to consider.

We will keep you informed of developments.  Because this matter is now once again the subject of court action, we will be unable to 
take questions on it.

6th October 2014

This is not a verbatim transcript.  The Chair speaks from personal notes and adapts her remarks to the occasion and the audience.  
She may have either included other material or omitted some of the above material.


