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MINUTES
OF

MEETINGS
2014-15

7th April 2014 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall
PRESENT AT THE MEETING

S. Clarke (Chair), A. Lambard (Vice-Chair). 
Councillors: P. Berrie, D. Scott, (E. Lindo, C. Ward. – See ‘New Councillors’ below)

Councillor Mrs. Ellis arrived late in time for closed session
D. Thomas (NCC)

Mr. S. Williamson (Clerk) and 31 members of the public

The meeting commenced at 7.17 p.m.

Mrs Clarke formally introduced Messrs. E. Lindo & C. Ward as new co-opted Parish Councillors.  Mrs Clarke also
explained that a third newly co-opted member Mr. C. Ross had been unable to attend this meeting.  The Parish
Clerk confirmed that all three newly co-opted Councillors had signed the necessary declarations, including the
dispensation forms (allowing to vote on financial matters), and that the statutory declaration of interest forms
had been completed, would be checked and forwarded to NNDC well within the 28 day limitation.  The Clerk
also informed that places had been booked for all three new Councillors on a NALC training day in July.  

At this point Messrs. Lindo and Ward moved from the public area and took their places as Councillors.
OFFICIALS NOTICES (County/District Councillors & Police) 

NCC Councillor Mr. Thomas confirmed that a unanimous vote earlier that day had voted to scrap plans for the
planned incinerator near Kings Lynn.

PUBLIC SECTION

Queries were raised about previous minutes relating to decision to pay £89,000.

The time was now 7.40 p.m.

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mrs P. Deane and Mr K Scott  accepted unanimously.  Apologies also received from newly co-opted Parish
Councillor C. Ross (prior commitments), NNDC Councillor P. Williams & PCSO Boardman 

2: DECLARATIONS

Mrs Lambard declared interest as a holder of wet berth at Hickling Staithe, Mr. Berrie declared being holder of
both wet and dry berths at Hickling Staithe.  Mrs Clarke declared pecuniary interest in part of Item 9 as she was
due to receive reimbursement of expenses.  The necessary forms were signed.  

3: MINUTES OF LAST MEETINGS

Minutes  of  the  meeting  held  on  10th March  had  been  prior  circulated,  no  further  amendment  was  found
necessary.  To accept  the  Minutes  as  a  true  and  accurate  record  –  Proposed:  Mrs  Scott,  Seconded:  Mrs
Lambard.  Vote: 4 For, 0 Against, 2 Abstentions (not part of Parish Council at time). Carried.  The draft Minutes
for the meeting held on 24th March had also been prior circulated, no further amendment was found necessary.
To accept the Minutes as a true and accurate record – Proposed: Mrs Scott, Seconded: Mrs Lambard.  Vote: 4
For, 0 Against, 2 Abstentions (not part of Parish Council at time). Carried.  The Minutes were duly signed. 

4: MATTERS ARISING

None.
5: PLANNING

Crossways, Staithe Road.  These plans had been viewed and generally Council had no objection, although it



was felt that the second window should not overlook neighbouring property.  The Clerk also reported decision
from NNDC being – PF/14/0151 – Oak Fen, Stubb Road – permitted subject to usual conditions.

6: CORRESPONDENCE

Report by PCSO Dack – three crimes in Hickling during March including a burglary, common assault and theft
from a trailer at the Staithe.  The report confirmed that regular attendances at coffee mornings were being
maintained, and that an additional surgery was booked at Potter Heigham on 16 th April.  A separate report had
reminded that with summer and lighter evenings approaching it was important to keep open windows and doors
within view.  A further report from the Chief Constable highlighted the recent discussions concerning combining
certain policing matters with Suffolk, the report confirmed that localism was still important and that with the aid
of satellite navigation to identify locations quickly, it would still be local police attending.  On other matters the
Clerk reported plans from Victory Housing for North Norfolk which stated the intention to explore options to sell
garaging at Barnfield Close.  The final item concerned the ongoing e-petition to arrange a later last train from
Norwich to Sheringham to allow city visitors more time.  Mrs Clarke commented on the burglary and about
another attempted burglary nearby.  Parishioners were advised to keep their property secure and report any
incidents to the police.  Consideration should be given to reviving Neighbourhood Watch.

7: HICKLING STAITHE

Mrs Clarke reported on prompt payments of berth holders.  One wet berth vacancy had been filled. There was
also a short waiting list for dry berths.  The wet berth waiting list had been updated.  

The footpath map had just two queries outstanding, and the new sign would be ordered.  A further copy of the
map would be placed at Chapel Pit at a cost of £20.  On the matter of the ‘sinking’ path by the larger slipway a
quote had been received from NCC Highways at over £4,000 plus VAT so further quotes would be sought.  The
tree at the staithe had been cut back, cost to be split between the Parish Council and the Pleasure Boat Inn.
Further plants had been ordered, as the geese had eaten most of the plants last year.  It is a condition of our
grant that these be replaced.

The Beach -  Mrs Clarke reported on the meeting facilitated by the Broads Authority, and reported the offer from
Charles Birch from Brown & Co. that replenishment of sand and any other work required to refurbish the site.
Subject to this, the Parish Council would take over the care of the beach.  Mr Birch also waived the £500 per
annum lease  and  Mr  John Uff  from Pleasure  Boat  Inn would continue to  permit  access  along  their  path.
However, access be permitted during daylight hours.  The Parish Council would advertise for parishioners and
parish  councillors  to  set  up  a  working  party.  Robin  Allard  from Broads  Authority  would  give  advice  on
improvements to the site. Clerk to write to Mr Birch to confirm his offer in writing. 

8: OTHER VILLAGE REPORTS

On Health & safety it was confirmed that the tree had been attended to.  In relation to the Parish Surgery it was
reported that several Parishioners had mentioned bonfires at inappropriate times – this to be mentioned within
Parish Magazine.

9: FINANCIAL MATTERS & PAYMENTS

The list had been prior distributed to Councillors.  Proposed: Mr. Berrie Seconded: Mrs Scott.  All In Favour.

PARISH CURRENT ACCOUNT
To Reason Amount

S.A. Williamson Standing Order (31/3) – March Salary /
1 x Mileage To Hickling (34 x £0.45 = £15.30) / Allowance (£13.00)

£301.10

HMRC Clerk’s tax including adjustments for year £52.60
Hickling Methodist Meetings on 24th March & 7th April £24.00
Brown & Co Allotments Rent £312.50
S. Clarke Reimburse for new Kyocera Toner (inc. VAT) £85.73
Ward Gethin Archer Legal Fees (inc VAT element) £3,640.80
NALC Annual Subscription 2014-2015 £182.30
NALC 3 x £45.00 for New Councillor Training (July) £135.00
Broads Internal D.B. Agricultural drainage rates £33.25



TOTAL CURRENT ACCOUNT £4,767.28

PARISH STAITHE ACCOUNT
Signs Express Footpaths Map (inc. VAT) £350.82
Brambly Hedge, Garden & 
Tree Services

Work on tree at Staithe
(Half to be paid by The Pleasure boat Inn)

£200.00

S. Clarke Reimburse for postage costs – berth holder letters £21.00
Ruth Murray Work on design, Map board at Staithe etc. £690.00
Ruth Murray Reimburse payments to Hussey Knights (inc. VAT) £16.93

TOTAL STAITHE ACCOUNT £1,278.75

RECEIPTS
Community £0.38 Staithe £4,638.50 Base Reward 0

BANK BALANCES
Community £774.07 Staithe £4,812.60 Base Reward £6,500.00

FURTHER DETAILS/EXPLANATION RELATING TO ABOVE
Transfer:  24.03.14 from Account 13007367 (Base Reward) £500.00 to Account 60495689
Transfer:   24.03.14 from Account 33717631 (Staithe) £200.00 to Account 60495689
Cheques to be banked: Allotment cheques £189.00  /  Berth rentals          £1,753.00
HM Customs & Excise Refund 2013/14 £2,925.97 (claimed in March 2014, awaiting refund)

10 VILLAGE HALL

Mrs Clarke reported that matters were the subject of ongoing discussion.

11 FUTURE MEETING DATES

Dates to be confirmed with new Parish Councillors.  Mrs Clarke asked trustees of the Barn to confirm the date of
the meeting to approve the constitution, as she did not wish this to clash with parish council meetings.

12 COUNCILLORS COMMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA

Section 137 payments should be added to the next agenda.  St Mary’s Church Coffee Mornings would be
resuming  during  April.   Mr  Berrie  made  a  statement  relating  to  an  accusation  of  misconduct  which  was
vehemently denied. 

At this point resolved under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of the
public from the final items on this agenda.  Proposed: Mrs Scott Seconded: Mr. Lindo.  All in Favour.

At 8.08 p.m. this part of the meeting was formally closed.  The next section commenced at 8.28 p.m.  
Mrs Ellis arrived at 8.34 p.m.

13: LEGAL MATTERS

THE MINUTES OF THIS SECTION OF THE MEETING ARE WITHHELD PENDING THE
CONCLUSION OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AND WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE IN THE MINUTE

BOOK AND VIA THE PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE WHEN PRACTICABLE – SEE ABOVE.
THE FULL VERSION OF THE MINUTES WILL CARRY THE APPROVAL SIGNATURE

OF THE CHAIRMAN IN THE USUAL WAY

At this point the Clerk left the meeting.

14: CLERK REVIEW

The Chairman had prior circulated NALC rates for parish councillors.  Mr Williamson had not yet completed the 
CILCA training, so the extra point increase for passing this course, had not taken effect during 2013/14.   It was 
therefore unanimously agreed to increase the Clerk’s salary, with effect from 1st April 2014, to £11.33 per hour, 
£4,078.80 per annum.



The meeting closed at 9.35 p.m.


