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7th May 2013 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall
PRESENT AT THE MEETING

Councillors: S. Clarke (Chair), A. Lambard (Vice-Chair), P. Berrie, P. Deane, T. Ellis, D. Scott.
Mr. S. Williamson (Clerk) and 20 members of the public

OFFICIALS NOTICES (District/County Councillors & Police) 

For various reasons no District  Councillors  were present,  neither was any police representation.  The newly 
elected NCC Councillor had informed of his intention to visit the meeting later (working at County Hall)

The meeting commenced at 7.15 p.m

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr. K. Scott (Leave of Absence).  Apologies also received from both District Councillors and PCSO Boardman

2: DECLARATIONS

Mr Berrie declared non-pecuniary interest in the staithe as holder of wet and dry berths, Mrs Lambard and Mrs  
Deane declared non-pecuniary interest in the staithe as holders of a wet berths.  Mrs Lambard declared overall  
non-pecuniary interest in matters relating to Hickling Barn (close neighbour).  Mrs Scott declared partial non 
pecuniary interest in item 5 (former employee of planning applicant).  Mrs Clarke declared partial pecuniary  
interest in part of item 9 (reimbursement cheques)  Forms were duly signed.  

3: MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd April 2013 had been prior circulated.  No amendments or alterations 
were found to be necessary.  To accept the Minutes as a true and accurate record – Proposed: Mr. Berrie, 
Seconded: Mrs Lambard.  All In Favour.  The Minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.

4: MATTERS ARISING

It was noted that all letters and correspondence (including e-mails) had been duly responded to.  The extract  
from Standing Orders in relation to questions within meetings (available to public) was also duly noted



5: PLANNING

PF/13/0478 – Hickling Hunnies (Siting of mobile classroom). This was application for renewal.  Council had 
no objections.  Vote on Proposal to communicate no objections – 5 For, 0 Against, 1 Abstention (see Item 2)

PF/13/0499 – Heath Farm  (New access for caravan site).  Council had no objections, but did wish to Minute 
slight concerns as to visual aspect when leaving site.  No objections – All In Favour.

6: CORRESPONDENCE

This  included –  reminder  from HMRC to  file  annual  return  by  19  May.  Letter  from Chris  Birks  confirming 
archaeological monitoring for first slipway at the staithe.  Letter from allotment holder wishing to purchase  
allotment.  Letter from NCC Highways in relation to s130 notice concerning obstruction to a public right of way.  
Further  letters  from Messrs.  Hodgson  &  Ratcliffe  regarding  legal  dispute.   Report  concerning  Community 
Hospital Transport Schemes.  E-mail from new NCC Councillor (David Thomas) to introduce himself.  Letter from 
ICO notifying of decision in a recent Freedom of Information complaint.  Letters advising of funding from Broads 
Authority.   Community  Wellbeing  Reports  from Hickling  Barn  showing  that  some 2,900  persons  had  used 
facilities in past three months.  Police report (late for APM) showing 23 recorded crimes in village in past year.

7: HICKLING STAITHE

Mrs Clarke announced that work on the slipways was due to start the following day, cheques would need to be 
re-written, but amounts already approved.  10th June was set for the community event involving Hickling School 
with a visit to begin work on the stamps on 24th May.  Mrs Clarke also informed she had given a presentation to 
The Upper Thurne Working Group, and that the water quality on Hickling Broad was 40%.  Mrs Ellis then spoke  
about the map stating the existing was not particularly clear by definition and colour.  Some items could be 
removed as they would be covered on the history board,  uniform colour  for  restricted by-ways and other 
footpaths.  Surround to be as on the history board, will be submitted to NCC Graphics once agreement finalised 
– cost to the Parish Council around £200-£250.  Mrs Deane then stated the village map would include some 
written information and be mounted on a tilting A1 size board adjacent to the seat.  Turning to berths, Mrs 
Deane informed that five new dry berths had been taken up recently from those who had left last month, and of 
the existing 22 wet berths, 21 were filled with fees paid.  Mrs Deane also wished to record thanks to boat 
owners for assistance in re-siting their boats due to slipway work.  On quay heading Mrs Deane stated a report  
was awaited, but also mentioned that some of this had not been renewed or repaired for 12-15 years.

8: VILLAGE REPORTS

Chapel  Pit:  a  clean  of  the  benches  taking  place,  still  looking  at  ways  to  move  the  recycling  bins,  best 
suggestion is adjacent to bus shelter where there appears to be just enough room

Parish Surgery/Health & Safety:  No reports

Footpaths:  still under discussion

Lawn mower:  sale to be by sealed bid offers, initially within Parish magazine.  Reserve price to be discussed

9: FINANCIAL MATTERS & PAYMENTS

The Environment Agency grant agreement was expected shortly, this had been rescheduled because of the late 
start to the slipways because of weather.  Council agreed unanimously to authorise payment of the following 
invoices



PAYMENT LIST – 7 May 2013
PARISH CURRENT ACCOUNT

To Reason Amount

S.A. Williamson Standing Order – April Salary (£325.20) / 1 x Mileage To Hickling 
(34 x £0.45 = £15.30) / Allowance (£13.00)

£353.50

S.A. Williamson Mileage (10 April) 34 @ 45p = £15.30 / Mileage (18 April) 

44 @ 45p = £19.80 / Stamp Purchase 30 April = £18.80

£53.90

Ladywell For HMRC Services 2013-14 £37.50

Hickling Methodist Room Hire x 3 (2 April, 10 April & 7 May) £36.00

Broads 2006 I D B Agricultural Drainage Rates 32.44

Brown & Co Allotment Rents 312.50

TOTAL CURRENT ACCOUNT £825.84

PARISH STAITHE ACCOUNT
Holkham Forge Second stage payment for new gate work £1,200.00

S Clarke Two winches (Machine Mart) 236.51

S Clarke Postage berth rentals March 2013 18.00

Chris Birks Archaeological Fee 594.00

British Wildflower Plants 100.00

TOTAL STAITHE ACCOUNT £2,148.51

BANK BALANCES (End April 2013)

Community Account 60495689 18,354.88

Staithe Account 33717631 18,011.81

Base Rate Reward 13007367 93,189.98

10 VILLAGE HALL

Mrs Clarke informed that mediation was due to begin the following Friday (10th May) and that no questions 
could be taken concerning that.  Mrs Clarke gave her hopes for something to be resolved.

11 COUNCILLORS COMMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA

Mrs Deane informed that Duncan Morris had removed tree and that Simon Lambard had offered his assistance  
in moving boats.  Thanks were extended to both. 



PUBLIC SECTION

Queries were raised on cheques written in November 2012.  The Chairman stated these were written out when  
work was expected to start in November and the December meeting was cancelled.  These cheques have now 
been cancelled and would be re-written in this financial year.  Nothing had been paid for the slipway renovations 
as yet.  Cheques affected by cancellation – G & H / Chris Birks / Flowers / Hedging.  Also confirmed that  
£4,000.00 of the money within the Base Reward account is staithe money.  In answer to another query, Council 
agreed to provide an income figure on the payments sheet.

At this point resolved under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of 
the public from the final items on this agenda.  Proposed: Mr. Berrie, Seconded: Mrs Scott.  All in Favour.

At 8.03 p.m. this part of the meeting was formally closed.  The next section commenced at 8.30 p.m.

12: LEGAL MATTERS

THE MINUTES OF THIS SECTION OF THE MEETING ARE WITHHELD PENDING THE
CONCLUSION OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AND WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE IN THE MINUTE

BOOK AND VIA THE PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE WHEN PRACTICABLE – SEE ABOVE.
THE FULL VERSION OF THE MINUTES WILL CARRY THE APPROVAL SIGNATURE

OF THE CHAIRMAN IN THE USUAL WAY

The meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.


