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2014-15

7th May 2014 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall
PRESENT AT THE MEETING

S. Clarke (Chair), A. Lambard (Vice-Chair). 
Councillors: P. Berrie, P. Deane, T. Ellis, E. Lindo, C. Ross, D. Scott, C. Ward.

Mr. S. Williamson (Clerk) and 21 members of the public

The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m.  Mrs Clarke formally introduced Mr. Colin Ross who had officially been a
Parish Councillor since April, but had been unable to attend the April meeting

OFFICIALS NOTICES (County/District Councillors & Police) 
No Council officials nor police representatives were present

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr. Ivor Kemp spoke on behalf of the Friends of The History Group stating that research on Hickling at the
beginning of World War I was proceeding well; however there were some documents and past records to which
he requested access.  Mrs Clarke informed that many may be archived, but promised full co-operation once
requirements were confirmed.  A presentation shield was believed to be in the possession of the former Parish
Clerk who promised to search for this.

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr. Scott (dispensation renewed at preceding meeting).  Apologies had also been received from PCSO Boardman
and District Councillor P. Williams

2: DECLARATIONS

Mrs Lambard and Mrs Deane declared interest as a holders of wet berths at Hickling Staithe, Mr. Berrie declared
being holder of both wet and dry berths at Hickling Staithe.  Mrs Clarke declared pecuniary interest in part of
Item 9 as she was due to receive reimbursement of expenses.  Mrs Scott declared pecuniary interest in part of
Item 9 as spouse of Mr. Scott due to receive payment for work. The necessary forms were signed.  

3: MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting held on 7th April 2014 had been prior circulated.  No amendments were found to be
necessary.  To accept  the  Minutes  as  a  true  and  accurate  record  –  Proposed:  Mr. Berrie,  Seconded:  Mrs
Lambard.  Vote: 7 For, 0 Against, 2 Abstentions (not at meeting).  Carried.  Also noted for the Minutes that Mrs
Ellis had only been able to attend part of the meeting.  The Minutes were duly signed by the Chair.

4: MATTERS ARISING

There were none that would not be covered within other agenda items

5: PLANNING

Within this section the meeting was notified of two applications which had been received too late for the April
meeting and were still being considered with a little extra time for response requested.  Applications in question
referred to Hollymoor House, Heath Road (removal of condition 7 within 10/0218), also The Croft, Stalham Road
(extension of stables to provide residential dwelling).  In addition the Clerk advised of two decisions received –
Poplar Farm, Sutton Road (Refused) and Heath Farm, Poplar Road (permitted)



6: CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk referred to a local police report and details of more county concerns, highlighting a criminal damage
to a vehicle in The Green.  Council had been notified of a fly-tipping incident at the allotments with NNDC also
informed and apparently dealing with.  In response to a query from a resident the Clerk informed that he was
making enquiries to ascertain if a portable speed indicator sign could be placed on the lane from the Potter
Heigham end of the A149 from time to time, to buy such equipment would be likely to be prohibitive with cost
in excess of £2,200.  A poster and information relating to Hickling Sailing Club open day on 17 th/18th May was
relayed as was information relating to a Lower Bure/Thurne Parish Forum at Fleggburgh on 12th June. 

7: HICKLING STAITHE

Mrs Deane reported that slight problem with grass cutting owing to ties and ropes catching in the mower, this to
be mentioned in next letter to berth holders.  A second quote was being obtained for sinking path; a couple of
berth rentals were outstanding and would be chased up. There was an adjustment to the quote from Signs
Express (see Item 9) to cover the old sign removal.

8: OTHER VILLAGE REPORTS

No news relating to Chapel Pit, no health and safety concerns, Parish Surgery had taken place with no important
queries raised.  Concerning The Beach, Mrs Clarke would make contact with Brown & Co. and the Broads
Authority.

9: FINANCIAL MATTERS & PAYMENTS

Mrs Scott brought Council’s attention that due to litigation, no donations to worthy local causes had been made
since 2011.  Mrs Scott said the last donations had been for the Newsletter and Dial-A-Ride Bus Service.  An
invitation would be made to the organisers to speak to the Parish about the service.  The news letter was a
valuable contribution as it was circulated to all householders about events in the village.  Having declared a non-
pecuniary interest, Mr. Lindo explained that the village news sheet cost £60 per month and donations towards
that in the past year had been just £122.  After a little further discussion Council resolved to grant the sum of
£200 each of the two causes under Section 137.  To make payments below – Proposed: Mr. Berrie, Seconded:
Mrs Deane.  All In Favour 

PARISH CURRENT ACCOUNT
To Reason Amount

S.A. Williamson Standing Order (30/4) – April Salary (£339.90) / 1 x Mileage To 
Hickling (34 x £0.45 = £15.30) / Allowance (£13.00)

£368.20

Hickling Methodist 2 Payments for May Meetings (@ £12. Each) £24.00
TOTAL CURRENT ACCOUNT £392.20

PARISH STAITHE ACCOUNT
Sandra Clarke Reimburse for British Wild Flower Plants £99.84
Martyn Scott (Engineering) Springs for Winches £16.48
Signs Express Replacement  cheque (Cheque for £350.82 returned) £386.82

TOTAL STAITHE ACCOUNT £503.14

RECEIPTS
Community £20,606.97 Staithe £9,734.58 Base Reward £23,500.00

NOTES:
Income to Community Account includes first half of Precept 2014-15/Allotment Rents/HMRC (VAT) Refund
Income to Staithe Account is made up of Berth rents.  Income to Base Reward Account are Transfers.

BANK BALANCES (after transfers)
Community £4,817.70 Staithe £1,727.92 Base Reward £30,000.00

10 VILLAGE HALL

Mrs Clarke read a short statement highlighting that there seemed to be misunderstanding in the village about
how things stood in respect of the Court Order (made 11 March 2014).  Mrs Clarke expanded stating that the



Charity Trustees had dropped their claim for professional fees whilst the Parish Council had lodged the sum of
£89,000 with the Parish solicitors.  The Parish Council understood that progress was being made by the Trustees
in  agreeing a  new constitution.   Mrs  Clarke felt  strongly  that  confusion  was  being caused by  the  Charity
Commission’s seeming inability to be clear on the exact sequence of events in respect of the Constitution.  The
Charity Trustees had confirmed that the EGM should go ahead without delay, and that the Charity Commission
could not give its approval before such a meeting had taken place.  Mr Lindo expressed hopes that in the wider
interests of the village, agreement could soon take place – he stated “it was time to shake hands and get on
with life”.   Note: Copy of Mrs Clarke’s statement will be placed within the Minute Book

11 MEETINGS 2014

It was confirmed that the 2014 Annual Parish Meeting would take place on Thursday 22nd May at The Methodist
Hall commencing at 7.15 p.m.  Monthly meeting dates for the rest of the year had been booked (as follows)
however these dates are subject to change and/or additions depending in circumstances.  All 7.15 p.m. start.

Monday 2nd June Monday 7th July Monday 1st September
Monday 6th October Monday 3rd November Monday 1st December

12 COUNCILLORS COMMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA

Mrs Lambard wished to highlight the pothole situation within the village, and Mr. Ward informed that he would
take this up with NCC Highways

At this point resolved under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of
the public from the final items on this agenda.  Proposed: Mrs Deane, Seconded: Mr.Berrie.  All in Favour.

At 8.30 p.m. this part of the meeting was formally closed.  The next section commenced at 8.38 p.m
.
13 NEW COUNCILLOR

Mr. Paul Piggin met with members of the Parish Council and outlined his interest in becoming a parish councillor
and then departed.  The Clerk distributed paper voting slips, and Councillors voted anonymously as to whether
to invite Mr. Piggin to become a Councillor, choices being ‘Yes’ / ‘No’ / ’Abstain’.  On completion of the vote the
Clerk announced the vote was a unanimous ‘Yes’. 

14: LEGAL MATTERS

THE MINUTES OF THIS SECTION OF THE MEETING ARE WITHHELD PENDING THE
CONCLUSION OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AND WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE IN THE MINUTE

BOOK AND VIA THE PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE WHEN PRACTICABLE – SEE ABOVE.
THE FULL VERSION OF THE MINUTES WILL CARRY THE APPROVAL SIGNATURE

OF THE CHAIRMAN IN THE USUAL WAY

The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.


