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7th October 2013 – Hickling Methodist Church Hall
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

PRESENT AT THE MEETING
Councillors: S. Clarke (Chair), P. Berrie.  Mr. S. Williamson and 5 members of the public

The meeting commenced at 6.45 p.m

1: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

With all three members of the committee present there were none

2: BUDGET REVIEW 2013-14

Committee reviewed the figures summarising the first half of the year from which it was noted that a total
income of £57,747.39 had been received.  Still to come was allotment rents for second half of the year, and
remainder of the grant from Broads Authority, as well as £2,500 from Environment Agency. .  On outgoings most
budgets were being adhered to, there was a significant negative variance on the audit costs, due to complaint
which was subsequently withdrawn, but cost over £4,000 in external audit fees.    Note:  A copy of the income
and outgoings sheet for the first half year will be placed within the Minute Book.

3: GENERAL FINANCE MATTERS

In terms of outgoings for the second half of the year these were considered to be the audit fee and legal
expenses, both of which were unknown quantities.  However the indications were that the Parish Council would
finish the year on or very close to budgeted targets.  Mr. Berrie made the point about the audit fees, stating
these  were  being  constantly  raised  by  Mazars  having  to  deal  with  unnecessary  and  sometimes  frivolous
complaints, most of which could have been answered or at least adequately dealt with.   Mr. Berrie felt strongly
that the already negative figure on the audit expenses could not be allowed to increase without control and
advocated a letter to Mazars expressing concern and possibly ask if they could assist in keeping expenses to a
minimum, he summed this up by stating that the village could not afford to write a ‘blank cheque’.  

The meeting closed at 7.01 p.m.

Signed  after  agreed  amendment  and  approval  by
Council as being a true and accurate record by the
Chair of the meeting or authorised deputy

Dated:


