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Good evening.  

 

My name is Harry Purnell, and I am the Vice Chairman of the Hickling Playing Field or 

Recreation Ground Charity, which is the charity that manages the Barn and the playing field. 

 

I am saddened by Mrs Clarke's comments made earlier in this meeting. 

 

The past year has been an extremely eventful one for us. We have seen the Barn continue to 

develop as a wonderful community facility for the village. We have a new constitution which 

you, the parishioners have supported. And the long-running legal dispute with the former parish 

council is now finally over.  

 

We now look forward to working with the new parish councillors to ensure that the Barn 

thrives as an integral part of community life in Hickling. 

 

The Barn has been open for three and a half years now, and it continues to provide a range of 

services and activities for our village.  

 

Between last March and April this year we saw well over thirteen thousand individual visits for 

activities at the Barn. That’s for things like:  

 

• the community gym and a wide range of fitness activities 

• the local flu jab clinic 

• the snooker club  

• the thriving badminton and bridge clubs 

• quizzes bingo and race nights 

• weddings and parties for all ages 

• A meeting place for the Norfolk Wildlife Trust and the Upper Thurne Working Party 

• our glamorous summer and winter balls - there are still a few tickets available for the 

Midsummer Ball, please see any one of the Trustees afterwards if you would like to 

come. 

• events like the village show, the dog show and the Magnificent Machinery show  

• the kids summer club – which had another hugely successful year with more than 500 

youngsters and parents attending.  

• A meeting place for the University of the 3rd Age  

• our rural cinema which continues to be as popular as ever 

• and don’t forget Hickling now has two football teams playing in both the Saturday and 

Sunday leagues 

 

So there is no doubt that in its provision of community service to the village, the Barn is a great 

success. And that success is in no small part due to the many volunteers who look after, clean 

and maintain the Barn, as well as everyone on the management team and those who have 

helped to run events. 

 



I would like to take a moment to pause and thank all those of you who have worked so hard in 

your own time and for no financial reward to make and to keep this building the amazing 

community asset that it is. You are a strong silent army who are always there when we need 

you and who ask for no credit, but the Trustees want to make sure tonight that you are 

recognised for all the work that you do, thank you all. 

 

We are always keen to have new volunteers join us, we are a very friendly bunch, just come 

and talk to any of us afterwards, or the number to ring and join up is on the notice board by the 

front door. 

 

But although the Barn continues to operate at a healthy profit – we make a small surplus from 

all the events and activities compared with what it costs to put them on – the charity now has a 

considerable burden of debt as a result of the former parish councils legal dispute with the 

Charity. 
 

As you all know, last month - just before the election - the Parish Council finally agreed to pay 

some of the money it owed the charity for the construction of the Barn. 

 

The Trustees had offered (once again) last year to settle the parish councils dispute for the sum 

of 89-thousand pounds to avoid all of us having to bear the cost of an expensive court case. 

 

But the problem for the charity is that the parish council actually owed it much more than that – 

we reckon about £118,000 plus interest.... and so we had to take out loans to tide us over.  

 

And sadly our legal bills continued to mount during the 6 months that passed while the Parish 

Council made up its mind to settle. 

 

However, I am pleased to report today that PJ Spillings, the building firm that constructed the 

Barn, have now been paid in full. I need to tell you that at the start of May this year we still 

owed Spillings about £63,000.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to express the charity’s enormous gratitude to PJ Spillings 

for providing us with such a beautiful building and for being so patient during the past three 

years.  

 

The charity’s solicitor, Hansells, will also now need to be paid the balance of what the Charity 

owes them. That will account for around another £12,000 from the £89,000 - the Charity’s legal 

costs since we made the final offer to the Parish Council. 

 

But on top of this the charity still have two major loans to pay off. One is from ACRE, which is 

a body that funds rural community projects. We still owe them about £12,000. The other is 

from a private individual who is owed some £28,000 including interest.   

 

And the Charity still owes our quantity surveyor, Cyril Sweett five and half thousand pounds. 

 

So if your mental arithmetic is good, you have probably worked out that even though 89-

thousand of the money the Charity was owed has now be paid, we will still be left in debt to the 

tune of well over 30-thousand pounds. 



 

And sadly it’s not just a question of the debts.  

 

During the legal dispute as we had not paid them, quite fairly, the builders did not do any 

snagging work, so the Barn now needs some urgent repair work – such as fixing leaks in the 

roof and windows and to re-lay the gravel drive and car park.  

And also, because we hadn’t paid in full, things that have never worked properly like the sports 

lighting have now run out of their warranty period.  

Sorting out all these unnecessary things will cost money, money the Charity does not have 

because of the crippling legal bills caused by the dispute. 

A sad state of affairs I am sure you will all agree. 

 

But we must all look forward, be positive, and be thankful for the things that really matter, our 

beautiful environment, our friends, our neighbours and Hickling's strength of spirit and 

purpose. 

 

So finally, and on a much brighter note, on behalf of all the charity trustees, I would like to 

thank you – the parishioners of Hickling – for supporting the Barn since the it opened. 

We could not have achieved anything without you. Your support has kept us going, and 

together we can continue to make this building an even stronger community asset for all of us, 

for our children and our grandchildren and for the future that lies ahead. 

 

Thank you all again. 

 
 


