
Hickling Annual Parish Meeting 2015 

 

6. Introduction to the new Parish Council 
 

Firstly, I’d like to introduce the team. I’m Jo Belsten, Chair. Then there are: Terry Barker 

(Vice Chair), Dave Belsten, Linda Gibbons, Mike Hodgson, Neil Lawes, Gemma 

Manthorpe, Adam Mayhew, Maggie Prettyman, Paul West, Glenn Wilson, and of course 

– Stephen Williamson, our Clerk. 

 

We would like to thank you for your overwhelming support in the election. Hickling is 

now one of only 13 out of 122 parishes in North Norfolk with a democratically elected 

council. It is exceptionally unusual for an entire council to be replaced, and this has had 

implications on the handover of roles. All of us, and particularly Stephen, have worked 

hard on this over the past 3½ weeks – so much so that the election seems a dim and 

distant memory! 

 

So what do we aim to achieve in the next year? 

 

Firstly we need to complete the handover from the former councillors. We’re just about 

there now; it’s mainly a case of double-checking we’ve got everything we think we 

should have. This will include tying up the loose-ends of the dispute, including reviewing 

council files with a view to opening them up for public viewing (possibly jointly with the 

Barn trustees). 

 

Our next priority is to make sure that your Council is fit for purpose. 

 All councillors to have training – hopefully most of us will have done this by the 

end of July. 

 Review all council procedures and policies to ensure they comply with current 

best practice. 

 Consider enrolment in the Local Council Award Scheme 

 

We already know that you would like the Council to improve its communications with 

parishioners. We are addressing this by: 

 Completely rewriting the website, and reviewing all council communications, to 

ensure compliance with the new Transparency Code and with your needs. We 

have been updating the Fresh Start website, whilst we get to grips with the 

council’s own site.  

 Having the correspondence folder and planning applications available for viewing 

at Council meetings 

 Please help us get our communications right by completing the communications 

questionnaire placed of your seat tonight. 

 

Beyond that, we want to serve our parish as best we can. We know that many of you 

already have ideas for supporting and promoting our village. Hopefully we’ll hear some 

of them in the community reports and open forum tonight. Of course, you can talk to any 

of us any time you see us, but we will also give you these opportunities: 

 Public participation sessions at our regular council meetings, with time for a cup 

of tea and a more informal chat beforehand. For those of you who prefer not to 

attend, we will retire to the pub afterwards (alternating between the Greyhound 

and the Pleasure Boat) 



 Bi-monthly sessions, mainly on a Saturday morning, rotating around the public 

venues in the village (school, church, chapel and pubs). 

 Talk to village organisations about how we can support and collaborate with 

them. 

 

We will develop our action plan further as we get your input. 

 

Thank you 


