
St Mary's Hickling Parochial Church Council 
Report to 2015 Annual Parish Meeting 

 

The Churchwardens, Ian Watton and Roy Lond send their apologies. They are at Blofield this 

evening at the annual swearing-in ceremony that all Church wardens have to attend and 

they have asked me to present their report. 

Despite the small numbers of regular attendees the Church has managed to maintain a full 

programme. Pastoral work continues to be a priority and the Church remains a peaceful 

House of Prayer and reflection for Parishioners and Visitors alike. There is always a warm 

welcome to Services which take place at 11.00.am every Sunday  

The Parish Church continues to have good working relationship with the School, the 

Hunnies, Hickling House and the Methodist Church. For well over 800 years the Church has 

marked major life events such as Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals and it is essential for the 

village of Hickling that this continues to be the case.  

The Church has two sources of income - unrestricted and restricted. Unrestricted funds is 

the money raised through Sunday collections and fund-raising events. The restricted fund is 

the money given by gift or legacy which has a stated purpose. For example, a gift of £10,000 

was made specifically for the upkeep of the churchyard. (+25% Gift Aid reclaim) 

We are just about able to raise sufficient unrestricted funds to pay for the basic overheads 

such as light and heat. Like most Churches, though, we struggle to pay the Vicar! Hickling 

contributes around £3000 a year to the Diocese compared with Ludham's £20,000 plus.  

There is a shadow hanging over St Mary's and that is the cost of repairing the church tower 

along with other parts of the building - that amounts to £130,000 or thereabouts. But the 

Lord moves in mysterious ways and who knows this might one day be achievable. 

The village can help financially  in one small way and that is in respect of the Hickling News. 

An appeal at last year's Annual Parish Meeting raised the sum of £340 towards the total cost 

of £720. The remainder is largely covered by Summer Coffee mornings and thanks to Terri 

Ellis and my wife Margaret for the sterling work that they do.  

So the appeal is renewed this year - if you want to continue to use and receive the Hickling 

news then we would be grateful for any contribution that your organisation is able to make. 

We have had two such donations thus far in 2015 compared with a total of 10 donations 

during 2014. 

Finally, a reminder that the Magna Carta Weekend takes place on 20th and 21st June. 

Please give it whatever support you can as  our village, which itself was mentioned in the 

Magna Carta, looks back 800 years - at the same time as we look forward to a united and 

peaceful future in this beautiful place called Hickling. 

 


