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Firstly I am sure I share with everyone here degrees of pleasure and relief that the long running 

dispute has been resolved.  We now just await the court in Norwich to bring their paperwork and 

confirmations up to date which should, I understand be within the next two weeks.  After that I 

hope that a new beginning can start.  Of course it will take time and hard work, but hopefully a 

much brighter future for the lovely village beckons. 

Well before I became Parish Clerk I had visited Hickling on numerous occasions, both by road and 

by water.  In 2001 my now late father and myself viewed a house in Staithe Road, I think it is likely 

that we would have proceeded with possible purchase, however my father, then in his late 70s was 

worried by the narrow and steep staircase, a worry that later turned into reality as he got older. 

When I accepted the post of Clerk in January 2012 I made it clear that I wished to remain on the 

sidelines as it were with regards to the dispute that by that time had already been running for 6 

months or so.  I am indebted to the former Parish Council for respecting my wishes – of course as 

Parish Clerk I attended and minuted meetings, and certain correspondence needed to go out in my 

name, but although I knew what was going on, I was never directly involved. 

This fact has been made clear to your new Parish Council, who probably would have had every right 

to be suspicious and question where my loyalties lay.  Instead they have welcomed me to the fold 

and I thank them for that.  As to where my loyalties lay – that is quite simple – to Hickling! 

So whilst thanking members of the past Parish Council, I also offer every good wish to the fresh 

start & hope that most if not all will last the whole four year term for which they have been elected.  

Changes are already happening, but everything cannot happen overnight, so I urge patience. 

Financially it is near to impossible to give accurate figures for the past year, as the accounts have 

only just been returned by the auditor, these together with the Mazars return will be dealt with at 

the next meeting (22nd June), after which everything will be made available as soon as possible to 

all Parishioners via the website and for those who cannot access this, some information will be on 

notice boards and available to view or to receive copies on application to myself. 

On 30th March the Parish Council had around £1,750 immediately available as well as a sum of 

approximately £28,000 in reserve – that over and above the dispute settlement figure which is 

currently held by the solicitors awaiting the court finalisation.  Since that time, the vast majority of 

berth rents have been received, as has the first half of the 2015-16 Precept.  As a new chapter is 

begun the financial status of the Council is good. 

Very lastly you will be aware that from 1st January this year, residents were able to place glass in 

their own bins.  Please be aware that taking the ‘easy option’ of using your own bin will mean that 

recycling money earned could be spent anywhere in Norfolk.  If you take the trouble to use the 

glass bank by the Methodist Hall (Chapel Pit) money earned will be spent in Hickling!  


